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cep Acquaintatce with human Nature; and being 


© recommended by the conſummate.Wiſdom and long 
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as n great Means of renderivg» Men not faſhionab 
indeed, but truly polité— A Vifion, the Subject of 
which is Phaſure, by Dr. * very properly con- 


"op tlndes the Volume. 
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PRE FAC E. 


Denner „enn wn 
Apology ſeems ſearcely neceſſery for publiſhing the Me- 
moirs of any one, ſe Life has been at all remarkable. 
HTndeed it ſeems more uſual at preſent, to write the Lives 
of others; than for a Perſon to keep a Journal of iis own. 
Int the ſeventeenth Century the latter was frequently 
done, and ſeveral of theſe Narratives have been publifbed 
both m that Century and the preſent. But ſince the 
Revolution, this Iſland has been ſo happily preſerved from 
internal Convulfions, that Incidents have been generally 
wanting to render Biographical Publications particularly 
interefling ; for it is the 1vonderful and calamitous, which 
gain the moſt Attention, Unhappily mam ſuch Ocrur- 
rences have lately taken Place on the Continent. "We 
have already ſeen the Effect. Several Individuals have 
publiſhed their Memoirs. But may Great Britain be 
img proferved frm affrding Materials for Biography 
from ſuch Sources. 

The Lives of Scamen indeed are at ul Times intereſt . 
ing,” and 1 think: the only Apology netefſary for laing 
before the Public the Adventures of Alexander Selkirk, 
is to preſent the Reader with the Authorities pon tu, 
the Truth of them depends. The numerous Editions of 

Robinſon Cruſoe have ſufficieutly proved the acceptable 
Nature of the Subject, which has been imitated in Philip 
Quarll, John Daniell, Drake Morris, -Hannah Hewit, 


&c. &c. In the firſt of theſe, Dorrington's Voyage from 
4 2 Pauama 
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Panama 10 Juan Fernandez, and the Adventures of 


Thomas Jenkins 7 Gorgona, are ſo evidently taken 


from Woodes Rogers's Voyage, and bis Account of 
Selkirk, hat I wonder the IW/riter was not afraid to 
venture ſuch an Impeſition on the Public. , 
Ian equally. amazed at the Impiety of forme of theſe 
Dmitators, . who dare to:aſcribe the Produdts of their own 
Fancy to the Leadings of Divine Providence, ard even 
From Fictions, to argue the Reality of the Superintendence 
of the Almighty over . human Affairs, while they know 
they. are writing Falſeboods.in his Preſence. Surcly they 
are practicul, if not theoretical Atheiſts, I Here par- 
vieularly refer tu an Account of the Sufferings of a Dutch 
Sailor, en the Iſland of Aſcenſion, publiſhed in the 
Harleian Miſcellany, Vol. VIII. p. 285. 1. doubt not 
hut that this Story was manufattured from a Paſſage in 
Roggewein concerning a Dutch Book-Keeper, who was 


A there for the very Crime attributed ts the Sailor. I 


acknowledge my Cornvidtion of the. falſehood of this Story 


- ariſes from the bare Peruſal of it, and ng hink any ol 


Reader will be of my Opinion. 
It is become à common Practice 3 to 


. "Morte Novels founded on Fads, with which the Narrative 


icauteraniaed. Bur chis doubuleſs as a pernicious Fen- 
deny, as it may miſtead the unnformed, and even preju- 
dice the Minds of others unduly. © Let Truth be publiſhed 
as Truth, and Fiction as ſuch. 

I began to collect Materials fur W. Selkirk's H — 


Sept. 3, 1792, and my Suceeſs bus exceeded the Expec- 
tation 1 then bad. Nevertheleſs, if any of my Readers 


can.communicate any additional Information, I. fball feet 


elf auch obliged to them for it. The Accounts which 


I efteem as original, are five, viz. 


P e 


1. A Voyage round a World: Containing Capt, 

Dampier's Expedition into the Soul- Seas, in the St. 
George, with the Author's Voyage from Amapalla to 
Eaft-India. , By William Funnell. Lond. 1707. 
2. A Crui ſing Voyage round the World: Begun in 
1708, and finiſhed in 1711, Contaĩiniug an Account of 
Alexander Selkirk's Living alone four Years and four 
Months in an Ifland, &c. By Capt. Woodes e- 
Commander. Lond. 1712. 

3. A Voyage to the Sourh-Sea, and round the 
World. Wherein an Account is given of Mr, Alex- 
ander Selkirk, his Manner of Living and Taming ſome 
wild Beaſts, during the four Years and four Months, 
he lived upon the uninhabited Ifland of Juan Fernan- 
der. By Capt. Edward Cooke —2 Vols. Lond. 1712. 

Notwithflanding the above Title, Cooke in bis firſt 
Volume gives a very meagre Account of Selkirk, but the 
_ Public Curiofity being raiſed he preſents a” more ample 
" Detail 3 in the Introduction to the Second, which ' was 
publiſhed ſometime after. He indeed ſeems out of Humor 
that People ſhould think he had not dime Juftice to the 
Subjett before. Among other Particulars, there is, ſays 
he, © A faller Acconnt of the Man found on the Iſland 
. Jobn Fernandes, in the South Sea, than we were able 
to give in the firſt Volume, being then preſſed to pub- 
liſh it with all poſſible Speed, and having fince received 
as much Information as is requifite in an Affair of that 
Nature.” Hz afterwards goes on, © In the firſt Volume 
there is Mention made of one Akrander Seſtirt, (fo 
commonly call'd, but bis right Name is Sclorag) who 
being leſt on the Hand John Fernandes, continu'd 
_ four Years and four Months, without au human 
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Tay: 


Society. That | ſhort Hint rais'd the Curioſity of 
ſome Perſons to expect a more particular Relation of 


his Manner of Living in that tedious Solitude. We 
are naturally fond of Novelty, and this Propenſion 


- inclines us to look for Something very extraordinary 


in any Accident that happens out of the common 


Courſe. To hear of a Man's Living ſo long alone in 


deſert Iſland, ſeems to ſome very ſurprizing, and 
they preſently conclude he may afford a very agreeable 
Relation of his Life, When in Reality it is tbe moſt 
barren Subject that Nature can afford. Even this 
ſolitary. Life is not ſo amazing ; we have in the afore- 
ſaid firſt Volume mention'd two other Perſons, who 
at ſeveral Times continued long on the ſame Iſland, 


and without thoſe Conveniences this Man we here 
Jpeak of was furnith'd with; and yet it was never 
thought worth while to give any particular Account 


of their Behaviour there. Not to confine ourſelves 
to them, we have the written-Lives of ancient An- 


chorites, who ſpent many Years in the Deſerts of 


Thebaida in Egypt, without ſeeing any human Crea- 
ture. The Lives of thoſe holy Men, are little read 


or regarded, becauſe they entertain us with Nothing 
but a continued Courſe of Auſterities and Devotion. 
From this Man Something of another Nature is en- 
pected; bis Piety is not likely to diſguſt us. What 


then can it be that ſtatters our Curioſity? Is he a 
natural Philoſopher, who, by ſuch an undifturb'd 


Retirement, could make any ſurprizing Diſcoveries ? 


Nothing leſs; we have a downright Sailor, whoſe only 


Study was how to ſupport himſelf, during his Con- 
* and all his Conyerſation with Goats,, It 


"would. 


G1) 


% 


would be no difficult Matter to embelliſh a Narrative - 


with many romantic Incidents, to pleaſe the unthink- 
ing Part of Mankind, who ſwallow every Thing an 
artful Writer thinks fit to impoſe upon their Credulity, 


without any Regard to Truth or Probability. The 


Judicious are not taken with ſuch Trifles; their End 
in Reading is Information; and they eaſily diſtinguiſh 
between Reality and Fictien. We ſhall therefore 
give the Reader as much as may ſatisfy a reaſonable 
. Curiofity, concerning this Man, without deviating 
into Invention.” After relating Mr. Selkirk's Adven- 
tures, he concludes in the ſame angry Mood, This may 
fuffice as to him, being the whole material Truth, 
and ſufficient on fuch an Account.” 

Copious Extrafts from Cooke, relating to Selkirk, 


— 


were publiſhed in (be Memon of Literature, for devil 


34, and. June 30, 122 
4. The. un. Being the Sequel to the 


Guardian. By Sir Rich. Steele, The troenty-fixth Num- 
ler of ibis, Dated Dec._3, 1713, relates. wholly. 10 

Selkirk. | 
5. Providence Diſplayed : Or, a very ſurpriſing 
Account of. one Mr. Alexander Selkirk, . Maſter of a 
Merchant Man, called the Cinque Ports ; who dream- 
ing that the Ship would ſoon after be loſt, he defired 
to be left on a deſolate Ifland in the South-Seas, where 
he lived four Years and four Months, without ſeeing 
the Face of Man; the Ship being afterwards caſt 
away as he dreamed. As alſo, How he came after- 
wards to be miraculouſly preſerved and redeemed from 
that fatal Place, by two Briſſol Privateers called the 
Vino and Dutcheſs ; that took the rich Aquapulga, Ship, 
worth. 


m) 


worth one Hundred Ton of Gold, and brought it to 


Enyland. To which is added, An Account of his 
Birth and Education. His Deſcription of the Iſland 
where he was caft; how he ſubfifted ; the ſeveral 
ſtrange Things he ſaw, and how he uſed to ſpend his 
Time. With ſome pions Ejaculations that he uſed, 
compoſed during his melancholy Refidence there. 
Written by his own Hand, and atteſted by moſt of the 
eminent Merchants wpon the Royal Exchange. 

This is a Quarto Pamphlet of twekve Pages, preſerved 
in the Harleian Miſcellany, Vel. V. P. 402.—406. 


T was much diſappointed in perufing it, for ri fer the prmpens 


Title promiſes much more than it perform. In ſhort, it 


is little elſe than a Tranſcript frem Woodes Rogers, and. 


wherein it varies from him, is full of Miflakes. It would 
not have been put among the Original Accounts, but 


upon the Suppofition that it was publiſhed foon after Sel- 


Kirk's Return, who evidently had no Hand in it. 

Ie alfo received confiderable Afſiflance from An- 
ſon's Poyage ; Ulloa's Voyage to South America, in 2 
Vols. and Chalmers's Life of De Foe. There is likewiſe 
A good Account of Selkirk in the Gentleman's Magazine, 
for March, 1788. In the Magazine for Aug. 1798, is a 
very curious Account of a fix Days Solitude in a Coal Pit, 
near Glaſgow. 

In April, 1704, Tner with the Rev. Greville Ewing, 
of Edinburgh, at Briftol, rod kindly zorote to the Rev. 
Spence Oliphant; of Largo, to get Information for me. 
On receiving his Anftoer, I wrote ro My. Oliphant hin- 


Flf, woho anfevered ſeveral additional Queries. To theſe 


"Gentlemen ce nate my ge 1 


m, 
s ry 
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Tbe only Alterations I have made in the firſt Quotation. 


From Thomſon are, by ſubſtituting, The Pardela,” 
for © Philomela,” ard © howling Seals,” for © Channt 
of Birds.” And in the Second, © My God,” for © The 
Gods.” The Lines um Virgil are à little tranſpoſed. 
So much for Selkirk. It remains to point ont, upon 
what Authority, the other Narratives I have produced, 
are founded. That of De Witte's Men is from Harris's. 
Voyages. The Hiftory of William, tbe Moſquito, is: 
From, | I Sans 
1. The Dangerous Voyage and bold Attempts of 
Capt. Bartholomew Sharp, and others, in the Southe» 
Sea, &c. By Baſil Ringroſe. Ie is publiſhed in the 
Bucaniers of America. 3d. Edit. 1704. | 
2. Capt. Sharps Journey over the Ithmus of Das. 
rien, and Expedition into the Soutb-Seas, —Publibed in 
Dampier's Voyages. 4 Vols. 1729. T 
4. A New gd round the World. By W 
* Capt. — Voyage round the Globe.— In: 
Dampier. 
-The Adventures of Davis's Men, are hated; in, 
1. Dampier's Voyage round the World. | 
2. A New Voyage and Deſcription of the Ifthmus 
of America; with remarkable Occurrences in the South 
Sea, and elfewhere. By Lionel Wafer. — In Dampier. 
3. 4 Manuſcript Journal of Obſervations on a 
Voyage to the South-Seas, .with Capt. John Strong ; 
drawn up by Mr. Richard Simpſon, by Order of the 
Earl of Radnor. Preſerved in the Britiſh Maſeum, 
For the Uſe of this I am greatly obliged to Joſeph Planta, 
Eſq. who permitted the Uſe of the Manuſcript, and to the 
Rev. Wm. Button, of London, who tranſcribed what 


* 


tau 1 . 


farited my Purpoſe. From this, and the Abridg. Phil. 
Tranſactions. V. II. P. 863. I cannot but regret thatthe 
Public are not in Poſſeſſion of Cape. Stroug's Voyage at 5 
large. 

What relates to the Men left by Clipperton and Shel- 
vocke, I hade extracted from, 

1. A Voyage round the World; being an Account 
of a Remarkable Enterprize, begun in 1719; Relating 
the trae Hiſtorical Facts of that Affair. By Willians 
Betagh. 1728. 

2. © Vorige ohand the Wa by the Way of the 
Great South Sea. By Capt. oe: oe gue * 
1757. 

Fe ite a tene, I Bee moſtly followed the Wirds 
of my Authors.” | In the Account of Serrano, a few redun- 
dant Words only are omitted, and in the arts 
Hearne there is no-Alteration at all, 

The Voyages of Capt. Richard Falconer, of which the 
24d. Edit. was printed in 1724, 2 — and 
contain his own, and the Sufferings of Thomas Randal, 
on deſolate Iſlands, but I am not ſatisfied of the Truth of 
them, IT therefore conclude, by wiſhing my Readers as 
much Pleaſure in the Periſal of ard I have 


found in their bee e 


Wine-Street, Bid l. Isa ac JAMES. 
March 29, 1800. 1 We 
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Tun Celebrity of Robinſon. Criiſoe appears to have 
ariſen from two Cauſes ; the affecting Situation in 
which be is placed, and the lively Fancy of De For 
in delineating, the peculiar. Difficulties with which 
it is attended. On the firſt of theſe alone, depends 
the Succeſs, the following Sheets; my Deſign being 
&o relate nothing but ab/o/ute Fags, for which I ſhall 
bring my Authorities. Being thus limited, although 
the Narrative may be leſs entertaining, it will be 
valuable, in the ſame proportion as Truth is preferable 
to Fiction - 1 ſhall, however, be able to exhibit the 
intereſting Circumſtances of ſuch a ſecluſion from the 
World, in a variety of points of view, by giving not only 
Mr. Sellir t Adventures, but theſe of ſeveral others, 
moſt of whom were by a fingular concurrence of cauſes, 
leſt upon the ſame Iſland. Their Hiſtory will be ro- 
lated in order of time, after a general Deſcription of 
the Theatre of their Adventures: in doing which, it 


will appear that Sir Richard Steele was miſtaken in 
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be carried in cloſe to the Rocks if there be oecafion. 


(2) 


ſpeak of a Man born in her Majefty's Dominions, 
and relate an Adventure in his Life ſo uncommon, 
that it's doubtful whether the like has happened to 
any other of human Race.” * Perhaps Selkri's Hiſtory, 
which is wniver/ally allowed to be the Ground-work 
of Robinſon Cruſoe, is the moſt remarkable, but the 
Inflances I have to produce, are fimilar and authen- - 
tic, and not foreign to my general Purpoſe. | 

The Wand of Juan Fernandez, in the Great South 
Sea, is of a triangular Form, meaſuring in Circumfer- 
ence about thirty-five Miles. The Harbours are on 


7 the North-Eaſt Side, which abounds with lofty Moun- 


tains and deep Vallies. - At the moft eafterly Point 
of the Iſland are many Rocks in the Water,  Proceed- 


ing North · weſt from theſe, we come to Eaft-Bay. 


Prom hence the Land firetches out towards a Point, 


named in Anſon, The Spout, probably from a Fall of 
Water into the Sea. The Shore now funs weſterly 


into Cumberland Bay, which is the principe E one in 
the Ifland. It is known from the Sea by a lofty Table 


Montain directly over it. The Harbour is deep and 
Nes open to nearly Half the Compaſs, but Ships may 


Farther on is Vi Bay, chis and Ei Bay are ſcarcely 
more than good Landing-Places. where Boats may 
- conveniently put their Catks on Sbote. f Near the 


North Point is Sugar-Loaf Bay. In all of them are 


; ——— of Water running along the Vallies. 


The North-weſt Side commences —— 
3 __ * . 3 * 281910 a 7 0 9713! + cular 
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cular pitt bye Ledge of Rocks ſtretching inits 
the Sea. A ſingle Rock appears in the Middle of 
this Bay. From bence the Coaft runs pretty ftraight 
in à South-Weſt direction to Rocky Point, at _ 
1 End, near which is a Cove. | L 
The ſouthern, and by much the 1 Side of the 
10and, extends from Rocky Point to Monkey'or Sugar- 
Loaf Key; and forms a kind of continued Bay from one 
to the other. Proceeding from the Point, we come to 
what | Ringroſe calls a Stately Bay, where Sharp firſt 
anchored, | Farther on is a gieat Rock near the Shore, 
and, | excepting a Rock or two, there ſeems nothing 
elſe remarkable till we come to Monkey Key, a great 
conical Rock, cloſe to the Shore. Adjoining to this 
are the Rocks —— at the Eaſt Point 75 
the Iſland. | 

Toe the South of the V End, les Goat + {fn 
above a Mile from Shore, and about ee 
Ringroſe calls it Great Key. 
The Tide is ſmall aud flows ancertain, and the 
Spring Tide riſes about ſeven Feet. The appearance 
of the Iſland at Sea is very mountainous and extremely 
ragged. and irregular,” On a nearer approach, the 
broken craggy Precipices, which look ſo unpromfſing 
at a diſtance, are diſcovered to be far from barren, 
being in moſt Places covered with Woods, and every 
where interſperſed with the fineſt Vallies, clothed with 
a moſt beautiful Verdure, and watered with numerous 
Streams and Caſcades, no Valley, of any extent, being 
unprovided of its proper Rill. Thoſe only, (ſays 
Water) who have endured a long Series of Thirſt, 
and who can readily recal the defire and ee 

42 which 
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which the Ideas alone of Springs and Brooks have 
at mat time raiſed in them, can judge of the 
emotion with which we eyed a large Caſcade of the 
moſt ' tranſparent Water, which poured itſelf from 
a Rock near a hundred Feet high into the Sea, at a 
ſmall Uifarice from the Ship. Even thoſe amongft 
the Diſeaſed, who were not in the very laſt Stages of 
the Diſtemper, though tbey had been long confinet! 
#0 their - Hammocks, exerted the ſmall remains of 
Strength that were left them, and crawled up to the 
Dacktodeaſt themfel ves with this reviving Profpe@” * 

The North-eaft Side of the Hand is compoſed of 
eraggy Hills, many of  them-inacceflible, though ge 
mnerally covered with Trees. The Ridge runs acroſs 
from the North-weſt to the Southern Side, where 
there are not ſo many Trees, owing, doubtleſs, to the 
Piercing violence of the South Winds + Some ef the 
Mountains riſe to a prodigious Height, and are ge- 
nerally covered with a very thick Miſt, eſpecially in 
the Morning and Evening. This is ſuppoſod to 
conſiſt of mineral Exhala tions, and it is oonjectuteti 
that rich Mines might be opened there: The Blaws, 
ut ſudden Guſts of Wind, ruſh from the Mountain 
Ante the Bays with extreme violence, but rarely laſt 
Jonger than twowor three Minutes. This ſeems to 
be owing to the obſtruction of the ſouthern Gale, by 
the Hills in the Neighbourbood; for the Wind being 
collected by this means, at laſt forces its Paſſage 
zbrough the narrow Vallies, which like ſo many Fun- 
nels, both facilitate OI * increaſe its vio- 
rug 4.9 e eee * | 


e Anſon. '+ Ulloa. 2 Harris. $ Anſon. 
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The Sides of the Mountains are Part Savannahs, 
Part Wood-Land, Savannahs are clear Pieces of Lang 
without Woods; not becauſe more barren than the 
Wood-Land, for they are frequently Spots of as good 
Land as any, and often are intermixed with Wood- 
Land. Pieces. cleared of Wood by Art and Labour, 
do not go by this Name, but thoſe only which are 
found ſo in the uninhabited Parts of America, ſuch as 
this Ile of John Fernand. The Woods afford divers 
ſorts of Trees; ſome large, and good Timber for 
building, but none. fit for Maſts.“ * 

It has appeared from Experience, that all ſorts of 
European and American Corn, Fruits, and Quadrupeds, 
will ſucceed there extremely well.” + 
It takes its Name from Juan Fernandez, a Spa- 
Ai Pilot, who diſcovered both this and Mas-a- 
furra, about 13/2, f on a Voyage from Lima to Bal- 
divia,' About 1576, as Datzymple conjectures, he 
gave out that he had diſcovered a New Continent ; 
but, ſays Cool, I was well aſſured, that the diſ- 
. covery of Juan Fernandes, if any ſuch was ever made. 
ean. be nothing but a ſmall Iſland.“ ) He made a 
ſecond Voyage: hither, and ſtocked both Islands with 
Goats. Some Families, it is ſaid, came with bim, but 
b beginning to ſubmit to the Spaniards, and Fer- 
munen not being able to get a Patent, they all re- 
turned, to the Coaſt. He is allowed to have been 
the firft, who diſcovered the Track from Peru to Chil 
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The Situation of both ina. is determined by Car 
zeret, as follows: | 

8. Lat. W. Long. 

33. . 40—78.. 32 Eaſt End of . Fernantlex.” 
33. "as Py ap n 31 Leagues tothe | 
Ma 

© * Cowley, Rogers, and Arſon, ſuppoſe, that Juan Fey- 


Habs is abdiit 110 Leagues Weft from Valparaiſo on 


the Main. The Spamards call it La de Tierra. It has 
Alſo been called the King's Manil, and by Sharp, Quern 
 Katherine's, There was a Fiſhery here, as early as 
©1594, carried on by ten or twelve Tndians, but when 
"Schouten was in theſe Parts in 1616, 3 _ 


| bn uninhabited. 


The firft Iuſtance I have met with of any Perſons 
being left here occurs in 1624, when Jaques le Hermite 
arrived with the Noa Fleet, April eth. When they 
"Failed on the 13th; three Soldiers and three Gunners 
belonging to "their Vice Admiral, the Dei, Capt. 
"Cornelius de Wine; being fick of the Voyage, demanded 
"Leave to be left behind; and obtained wry * 49-9 
decame of them does not appear. 

The Voyages of the famous Capt. e a 
ae ld corded: with the Hiftory of Mr. Selbrk, aud 
" moſt of his Predeceſſors at un Fernandez; that a mort 
"Accvant of bim cannot, I think, de improper. He 

was born at Ea Coker, in Somerſenbire, about the Year 
1652, and his Parents dying while he was at School, 
put to the Maſter of a Ship'at N, with 


- Whom he went to France, and afterwards to Newfound- 
land, where the caldaeſs of the Climaje. 2 


Harris. 


— 


CF I 
Him to return to his Friends in Somer/orfbire. But his 
mind ſoon changing, he went to the Zaft-Tndies. On 
His return, he ſerved in-two Engagements, under Sir 
Eadtouril Sprague. He next ſailed for Jamaica, and 
from thenee made two Voyages to the Bay of Cam- 
peachy,and returned to England. Tn 1679, he arrived 
at Jamaica again, and about the End of that Year 


entered among the Bucaniers, who went and took 


Portobello. Itr April following, they croffed the Iſthmus 
of Darien; took Samt Maria, and ptoceeded to the 
Sou Sea, and after a variety of Enterpri zes arrived 
at Juan Fernandes, where I ſhall relate their Proceed - 
bor. e e of Mr. * N * 
iimate Friend! 

1680, Dec. 24. This e we da Jolerythe 
'Ifland-of Fran Fernandez. At three of the Clock, we 
-faw the other Iſland, making two or three Hammocks 
Hof Land. Dec. 25.- This Morning'at eight, we were 
right abreaſt with it. Here, therefore, are two Iflauts 

together, the biggeſt whereof is three Leages and an 
Half in Length 3 che other“ is almoſt one League in 
Oiroumferenor. At ten o Cloek we ſent off one of our 
_ + Canoes, to ſeck for the beſt Landing and anchoring 

for our Veſſel; As we approached, both Iflandsſeemed 
to us · but one entire Heap of Rocks. That which lies 
more to the North s the higheſt, though we could not 
nom ſes tho tops thereof for the Clouds which covered 
it. In moſt places it is ſo ſtosp, that ĩt becomes almoſt 
perpendicular. This being Chriſtmas Day, we gave 
-tbres Vollies of Shot, for ſolemnization of that great 


Goat Mand. 


- 


"Feſtival, 3 Evening we came to an Anchor, at 
bang the 
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te South End of the Iſland, in a Stately Bay, but 
which lies open from the South, to the South-Eaſt 
Winds. There we ſaw multitudes of Seals covering 
the Bay every where, inſomuch that we were forced 
to kill them, before we could ſet foot on Shore. 
Zunday, the 26th; we ſent a Canoe to ſee if we 
could find any Riding ſecure from the ſoutherly Winds. 
Our Commander ſent likewiſe what Men we could 
ſpare on Shore, to drive Goats, whereof there is a great 
-plenty. They caught and killed threeſcore, or there- 
abouts. The Canoe returning, made report that there 
was good Riding in another Bay on the North Side, 
and much Wood; whereas, where we had anchored, 
not one ann Tuft of „ 
found. 
1 nn we © dad a Tempeſt 
" efviolent Wind and fierce-$howers of Rain. The ſame 
Day we got in two Hundred Jars of Water, bringing 
them a full League from the place of our Riding. 
Others were employed to catch Goats. 2117 Nennt 
On the ASth, in the Morning, 1“ went with ten 
more of our Company, and two Canoes, to fetch: Wa- 
ter. Having filled our Jars, we could not get bagk 
to ile Ship, by reaſon of a ſoutherly Wind that, blew 
rom off the Ocean,” and bindered our return. We 
were forced to lie flill in a Water-bole, and wait till 
{the Wind was der. While the violence of the Wind 
- Increaſing, our Ship was forced to get under Sail, and 
make away, not without danger of being forced 
_— At N. I. nn out, 1 if — 
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and a ragingSca. Thus we lay Rill till Evening came on. 
This being come, we yentured ont again, both Canoe: 
together: but the Winds were then ſo high, that we 
were foroed to throw all our Jars of Water over board, 
to lighten our Boats, otherwiſe we had inevitahly 
periſhed, I ought to bleſs and praiſe God Almighty 
for this Deliverance ; for in all human Rea ſon, the 
heat» Wave of that Tempeſt might have Junk us. 
Notwithſtanding, we came that Night to our Plage, 
where we expected to have found our Ship (called Ha 
Null Harbour) but found her not. Nat knowing what 
to do, , went aſhore, aud bapled up our Canoes dry. 
Having done this we went higber up into the Iſland, 
along a Gully, for the ſpace of Half a Mile, to clear 
of the Noiſe and Company af the Seals, 


. 


” 
o 


_— — — 


” 
® 4 &#Y 


«6 07 * 0, 719873 
which were very trouble ſome. Here we kindled n 
Fire, and dried our Clothes, and rested all Night, 
| though 


o 


* Eaff Bay. 
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though with extreme hungry Bellies, _— eaten 
little or nothing all the Day before. | 

The next Morning, before Sun-rife, we went far: 
ther northward to ſeek for our Ship, which we feared 
we had loſt. But we were not gone far when we 
eſpied her at Sea. We paſſed a Point of Land, * and 
entered a certain Bay, t which was about a Mile deep, 
and not above Half a League over. Into this we put, 
and inſtantly made a Fire; to ſhew the Ship where we 
were. We ſaw another ſort of amphibious Animal, 
which I imagined to be the ſame, that by ſome Authors 
is called a Sea-Lion. They roared as if they had been 
Lions; two of our Men with great Stones could not 
kill one. In the Afternoon there came a Canoe from 
the Ship with Proviſion for us, fearing we ſhould be 
ſtarved. Alſo the Launch came with Men to cut 
Wood. They told us that the Ship came to an An- 
chor i in the other Bay, but within half ag Hour the 
"Cable broke, and they were forced to leave their An- 
2 and get to Sea. Nigbt being come we made 
— Beds of Fern, whereof there is large plenty. 


4 


| "Gi Day the Ship was forced to ply off at Ses. * 


Des, 30th... In the afternoon, eight of us e 


JO aboard, all in one Canoe, ſending her _ 
again with Proviſions for the Men there. We 


not get into Harbour, for no ſooner came the Ship 4 : 
within Land, but the Wind coming out of the my 3» 


blew us clear out again. 8 1 
= Next Day having overcome all Aten and many YZ 


dangers, we came to an Anchor in che Afternoon, a * 


Cable Length from Shore. We were forced to-keep 
$21 : ? 4 ' | | ; | iT | Men 1 


The Spout. } Cumberland Bay. * 
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Men aſhore on purpoſe to beat off the Seals, while 
our Men filled Water, becauſe the Seals covet bugely 
to lie in freſh Water. | | | 
1681, Jan. 3. This Day our Pilot told us; That 
many Years ago, & certain Ship was caſt away upon this 
NMand, and only one Man ſaved, who lived alone upon 


the and five Years, before any * came this way, to 


carry him off. 

Jan. 4th. We had fuch terrible flaws of Wind, 
that the 'Cable broke, and we had undoubtedly been 
on Shore, had not the other held us faſt. At laſt it 
came home, and we drove outward. By the way it 
caught hold of a Rock, and held ſome time, but we 
hauled it up. The Wind came with ſo much violeuce, 
that the Waves flew. as high as our Main-Top, and 
made all the Water of a foam. _ 

Jan. Sth. In this Bay, where we rode at „e 
ran a violent Current, ſometimes into, and at other 
times out, ſo that all was uncertain with us. But our 
greateſt diſcomfort was, that our Men were all in a 
Mutiny againſt, each other. At Noon our Anchor 
drove again; whereupon to ſecure onrſelves from that 
dangerous Place, we ſailed into the Masi Bay, and 
moored our Ship 

Jan. Gth, The — depoſed Capt. Shorp, and 
choſe ' John Watling to command in chief, he having 
been an old Privateer. 

The Day following, we found a Croſs cut in the 


Bark of a Tree,, and ſeveral Letters beſides. Hereupon | 


1 W is another Tree, up the Gully, I engraved the two firſt 
etters of my Name, with a Croſs over them. This 


we 


% 
2 


— Writings of Capt. Edmand Cook, 
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we found a Paper with all our Names in it, which it 
was ſuppoſed he deſigned to give to the Spaniſh Priſ- 
oners. For theſe and other reaſons our W 1 . put 
him in Irons. 

Jan. gth. This was the firſt Sunday that ever we 
kept by command or common conſent ſince the death 
of our valiant Commander, Capt. Sawkins, who would 
throw the Dice overboard, if be found them in uſe on 
that Day. 

The 11th, our two Canoes went to the vibes fide of 
the Island to catch Goats, for on the barren Side are 


found the beſt, and by Land, #1 is NIN IED 
one to the other. 

Wedneſday, Jan. 12. This Morning, Cen re- 
turned, firing Guns as they came towards us, to give us 
warning. Being come on Board, they told us, they 
had ſpied three Sail of Ships, which they conceived to 
be Men of War, coming about” the Island. Within 
half an Hour after this notice; the Ships came in ſight 
to leeward: hereupon we immediately slipped our 
Cables, and put to Sea, taking all our Men on Board 
that were aſhore at that time. Ouly one William; a 
Moſquito Indian, was then left bebind upon the Island, 
becauſe. he rmeo not be REY at this our . de- 
Partute. i | 
Thus far N. W whoſe Rune Wann, 
extracted from, as he ſo particularly deſoribes/ bis 
Courſe round two-thirds of the Ifland. William hap- 
pened to be in the Woods, hunting for Goats, arid 
Capt. Watling bad drawn off all his Men, and the Ship 
"94 under Sail, before he conld' get back to the Bay. 
The three Spaniſh Men of War came to the Islend, 

where 
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where they took up the Anchors and Cables which 
the Bucaniers had left in their hurry. It ſeems, alſo, 
they ſaw poor William, for they knew he was there, 
and made diligent ſearch after him, but he eluded the 
purſuit, by eſcaping/ to ſome ſafe Place of Retrear. 
One Night (as ſome Spaniſh Priſoners informed bis 
Companions in the following July) they ſurprized him 
by the Light ofa Fire he bad kindled,* bat he made 
ſhift to get away. Probably this Ane at a ſab» 
ſequent viſit, 

The Goods he had with him were, ee 
his Back, a Knife, a Gun, with a ſmall Horn of Pow- 
der and a few Shot. At firft he could procure ſcarcely 
any Food but Seals, which he found but ordinary 
eating. Some other Articles indeed, he obtained by 
means of his „„ . 
expended. 

He next made a Saw of his Knife, by notching it, 


and fo, by inceſſant Labour, cut the Barrel of his Gun 


into ſmall pieces. He contrived to kindle a Fire by 
ſtriking with his Gun-Flint againft a piece of the 
Barrel, having learned this method of procuring Fire 
among the Engliſh. Having heated the Pieces of 
Iron, he bhammered them out, and bent them juſt as 
he pleaſed with hard Stones, and ſawed them with 
his jagged Knife. By long labour he ground them to 
an Edge, and hardened them to a good temper, as 
there was occafion ; and thus he procured Harpoons, 
Lances, Fiſh-Hooks, and a long Knife. All this may 
ſeem ſtrange to thoſe who are not acquainted with the 

Tu [ad ſogacity 
® Ringroſe, p. 130. 
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tagacity of the Indians ; but it is no more than theſe- 
Meſtito Men are accuſtomed to in their own Country, 
where they make their own Fiſhing and Striking Ins 
firuments, without either Forge or Anvil; though ade 
"7K of time about them.“ * 

Haring obtained theſe conveniences, he no longer 
lived upon Seals, nor did he afterwards even. kill any, 
encept when he wanted Lines, which he made by 
eutting the Seal -ſkins into Thongs, He had now a 
plentiful and comfortable ſubſiſtence, living upon 
Goats; Birds, f or-Fiſh, as beſt ſuited. his inclination. 
His Clothes wore aut, but he fupplied their place by 
faſtening-a Skin round his Waiſt. He built himſelf a 
little Houſa or Hut, about half a Mile from the Sea, 
which he lined with Goat Skins to render it comfort- 
able. His Couch or Barbecu of Sticks lying along 
about two Foot diſtance from the Ground, was ſpread 
with the ſame, and was all his Bedding, : 

I ſhall introduce a few, Extracts from a Compilation 
of Voyages publiſhed under the Name of John Hamit- 
torn Moore, relative, both to our Indium aud Mr. Selkirk: 
but upon what Aw/bority they are founded I know not; 
having, never ſeen them in auy oxiginal/ Account, My 
Reader muſt j udge for himſelf as to their Authenticity. 

With reſpect to Milliam : Habitation, he ſays, “ Poor 


Vi had built a Houſe.a Mile and an Half from the 


Share. Ne raiſed humfelf a Couch, which he made 
foft-with the Fur of the Animals he caught, and with 


the Down of yaung Birds, (for he could catch no 


othets)-- which be accafionslly. met with and plucked. 
Clothes he had none; for he had worn them to Rags 
among 


# Dampicr. + Univerſal un. v. xi, 40 Þ Dampier, 


( 15 ) 


among the Buſhes and Brambles, through which he 
was often obliged to purfue his Prey. He had feen 


Spaniards, but he always took care, after the firſt _— | 


that none of them ſhould ever ſee him,” 

During his abode here, he was ſeveral times foight 
after; but © He fruſtrated all the endeavours of the 
Spaniards to take him; and ſuch were his Activity, 


his Wiles, and his Cunning, that they began to look 


upon him as the Appirition of ſome _ on the 
Ifland.”* 


I ſhall now return to Capt. Dampier. Whea 15 | 


Bacaniers left Juan Fernandez, and poor Willitm upon 
it; they proceeded.-along the Coaſts of C54} and Pa 
again; and in an attack upon Arica, Waring, their new 
Commander, was killed. They kept on to Phita; 
where Sun was rechoſen. Dumper and forty-fix 


more were ſo diffatisfied with Ms*CondaR; that ther 
determined to leave him. Two of the Malecontents 


were Mofgidte Indians. This Handfal of Men recroffed 
the Itbmas of Darien which (ſays Har) was ohe 
of the boldeſt Undertakings that ever came into the 


Heads of deſperate Men, and yet they performed it 


without any confiderable Lofs,” in twenty<thitve Days. 


Dampier, after a variety of intereſting Adventures in 
the Nor#b#Sex; among bott French and Englifly Bu- 


caniers, arrived in F7rgima, in July, 1682, where he 
rehded about à Year. 


Here he met with ſeveral of his Comrades; who had 
croſted the Iſthmus with him, and they engaged in # 


new Expedition to the Sourh-Sea, under Joh Ck, one 


* Univeiſal Hift, xi. 469. 
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of their Number, and a bold enterprizing Man. They 
ſuiled fror Achamacl, in Auguſt, 1683, and having 
doubled Cape Horn, fell in with one Capt. Eaton, 
from London. With him they proceeded to Juan Fer- 
mandea, and came in fight of it, March 22, 1684. 

Milan, the Moſquito, ſaw them the ſame Day, and 
believing them to be Ezgi/b, was full of Joy, ſup- 


- poſing they came on purpoſe to fetch him away, Of 


ſuch confequence is a Man to himſelf ! 

In order to give them a hearty welcome, the next 
Morning he caught and killed three Goats, before 
they came to an Anchor, and dreſſed them with Cab- 
bage, in order to treat them as ſoon as they came on 
Shore. Cowley indeed ſays, 1 
niſhed the Repaſt. | 

On-the other Hand, although bis Frieods had not- 
made ſo long a Voyage merely on 4is Account, they 
proved themſelves not unmindfal of him, for as ſoon 
as they had anchored, they immediately got out their 
Canoe en prurpoſe to ſearch for bim. He was waiting 
at the Sea-fide, Creſled 1 in his Gonk Skin, to 1 | 

When we e landed (ſays Dampier) a Meſtito bade, 
named Robin, firſt leaped aſhore, and running to his 
Brother Haſtito Man, threw himſelf flat on bis Face 
at his Feet, who belping him up, and embracing bim, 
fell flat with his Face on the Ground, at Robir's Feet, 
and was by him taken upalſo. We ſtood with pleaſure 
to bebold the ſurprize, and tenderneſs, and ſolemnity 
of this Interview, which was exceedingly affeQionate 


von both fides ; and when their ceremonies of civility 


were 


Amme 


were over, we alſo, that ſtood gazing at them drew 
Gear, each of us embracing him we had found here, 
who was overjoyed to ſee fo many of his old Friends 
come” hither, as he thought, purpoſely to fetch him, 
He was named Will, as the other was Rolin. Theſe 


no Names amongſt themſelves ; and they take it as a 
great Pavour to be named by any of us; aud will 
complain for want of it, if we do not appoint them 
Tome Nate when they are with us; faying of them- 
1 they are poor Men, and have no Name.“ 

'' Coley 'mentions Dampier and Capt. Editont' Cook 
among Willian?s old Friends. The later was now, 
perhaps: a private Man orffy, having been laid in Trons 
at Juan Fernandez, as before related; or, Cowley may 
miſtake the Name for Jobn Cook, their Commander. 


TI Probably 


were Names given them by the Eugliſh, for they had 


— 
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1 Probably Robin was one of the two Indians who had 
- * recrofled the Iſthmus with Dampier. te 
It is ſaid in the Univerſal Hiſtory, that Robin: « To 
covering his Countryman, plunged out of impatience 
"Intothe Sea, ſwam-aſhore, and embraced him-:” and 
ore adds, “By continued Labour and Perſeveranee, 
+ be had worked himſelf, ſuch a complete Set of laſtru 
ments, for killing and catching bis Provifions by Lang 
and Water, /as ſurprized the People, when they were 
brought out for their inſpection 

Both Ships ſailed from Juan "SY April 8th, 
William having refided here three Years, three Months, 
and a Fortnight; of which eyed thros oe, two 
' Months, and eleven Days alone. 

Capt. Cot contracted an Iineſs at Juan Ava 
of which be died near Cape Blanco. He was ſucceeded 
by Edward Davis, the Quarter Mafter, who broke off 
Society with Eaton, at the Gulph of Amapalla. The 
latter proceeded to the Iſland of Gorgona. Here his 
Gunner, falling out with the Men, ran away from 
them. His Name was Clriftian Martin. He was a 
Spaniard, born at the Canaries, but brought up in Lon- 
an. He was formerly Eaton's Servant, and came 
with him to Juan Fernandez, as Gunner. At Gorgona 
he lay concealed fix Days till the Ship was gone ; after 
which be cut down two ſmall Trees ,which he dragged 
to the Water Side, and bound together with Twigs. 
On theſe he fixed a little Maft, and of two Shirts 
which he had with him, made a ſmall Sail. Having 
a large Bag he filled it with Oyſters, and made it faſt 
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to the two Trees, and, early in the Morning. put 
off from the Hand, on this deſperate Equipment, and 
ſo paſſed the Night on the Ocean. However the next 
Day in the Afternoon he got ſafe into the River of 
Bonaventure, where he went on Shore, but met with bat 
ill Treatment from his Countrymen, the Spamards, 
who ſent him Priſoner to Lima. Here he was ex- 
amined, and having cleared himſelf, was ſet at Liberty, 


and afterwards was Captain of the St. John, trading 


in theſe Seas. 

Dampier proceeded with Capt. Davis, to the Jie of 
Plate, where they met with Capt. Swar, in the Cygnet 
of London. They parted at Ria Lexa, Davis being 
determined to return towards Peru. Upon this Dan 


pier left him, and went on Board Swan's Ship. At 


Santa Pecague, ſays Dampier, © We-had about fifty 
Men killed; and among the reft, my ingenious Friend 


60 


Mr. Ringro/e was de be was at this time Supercargo 
of Capt. tons Ship. He kid a0 as >. 
but-was neceffitated to engage in it or atye 
pier's ſubſequent Adventures were very remarkal 
but it wonld be foreign to my deſign to relate ther 
farther thin (hey are connected with thoſe of the 
tary Jnbabitants of Juan, Fernandes: faffice it 
Ben ts fay, that in March, 1686, Swan, being in want 
of Proviſions, inhunianly left two Brabant to periſh on 
Tres Marias Iſlunde, and failed for Indic on the 31R. 
Dampier diſapproving of his COndue, Jeft bim at Min- 
Ano, it Jarnary, $687. Aer a variety of Adven- 
in theſe Parts; he was made Gunner at Bencoy 
from whence he efeaped though a Port- Hole, and 
returned to England, with Jeoly, a painted Prince. He 
arrived in the Dowwrs, in Sept. 1691, having been above 
twelve Years in bis firſt Traverſe from England round 
the Globe. - Beiyg reduced to low Circumſtances, he 
ſole Prince Jeu, who was afterwards carried about for | 
a Shew, till he died of the Small-Pox at Oxford: 
Capt. Davis, "above-mentioned, ſailed from Na 
Lexain the Batchelor's Delight, Auguſt 27, 1685, and | 
came again to Juan Fernandez, towards the cloſe of | 
1686, where hs careened his Ship; and after traverſing | 
theſe Seas another Twelvemonth, arrived there the | 
third time, as nearly as I can conjecture, in November, 
1687. Mr. Wafer informs us, that the Spaniards had 
then fet Dogs aſhore in order to deftroy the Goats ; 
but as he kept ho Jeurbal, and this Circumſtance is | 
not mentioned by cher Voyaizers, 1 apprehend he was 
miſtaken: * Fame, indeed, Had heard of mdd "Dogs | 
being left here; by the' Spanlarch, for that purpoſe, but 
adds, that he never ſaw any. When 
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When Dwvis ſailed, five of his Men, having loſt what 
Money they had at play, and being unwilling to return 
out of theſe Seas as poor as they came, reſolved to 
continue where they were, in expectation of other 
Privateers coming thither, with whom they might 
embark in new Enterprizes. Their Names, as far as 
] can recover them, were, | 

Harry ——; The chief Man n them. 

John Combs. 

Two more, whoſe Names I cannot obtain, 

Four Negro Boys, alſo continued with then. 

Davis's Company gave them ſeveral Articles to ren- 
der their Situation comfortable ; ſo that their Stock to 


begin their Colony conſiſted ol, N 

ce Canoe. - "bo N 

A Porridge Pot _ 

—— . Knives. r 8 

7 - A Quantity of Maize, or Iadian Corn. 2 

| Some Ropes. 5 

| A Salt Pan.) 2 

| ON  Hatuniers. © 4 

7 | 4 

| Various Iron-Tools, for falling Trees aud i building 

N Huts. | | q 
p Shovels, or Spades, for Digging. 

y Guns and Gunpowder. Tags 


Other uſeful Articles, 
Indeed, ag Simpſer informs us, They very well 
provided for ther Subſiſtence, carrying aſhore all ne- 
ceſſary Utenſils, eſpecially ſuch as contributed to their 
defence.” They 
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They contented themſelves with Turnip-Tops for 
Dread, and for Drink hed excellent Water and Goat's 
Milk. They alſo planted fore of the Maize, and 
tanied Goats to the number of about three Hundred, 
aud had Fleſh, Fiſh, and Fowls, to gratify their palates. 
Being the fole Proprietors of the Iſland, they divided 
it out in Diſtricts, to which they gave Names. One 
of them was called Scotland, in honour of -Cranfton, 
whom Simpſon calls a Scotch Iriſbnanm. 
At laſt their Plantation met with a terrible Shock, 
for the Spamards having heard they were there; a great 
Body of them landed in the Bays, being come on pur- 
pote to deſtroy them. But the [flanders, ing to 
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Situations ſtrongly fortified by Nature, flood refolutely 
on the defence, arid baffled every Attempt of the 
Enemy to diflodge or make them Priſoners. © Either 
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of the Bays, (ſays Dampier) may be fortified, with lit- 
tle charge, to that degree, that fifty Men in each may 
be-able to keep off a thouſand ; and there is no coming 
from the Ne End, but with great difficulty over the 
Mountains, where, if three Men are placed, they may 
keep down as many as come againſt them on any fide.” 


* Coxuley adds, Phis Iſland is naturally fortified, fo 


that with one hundred Men and one hundred Pounds 
Charge, it might be defended from a Thouſand, if 
it ſhould be invaded. At laſt the Spaniards, finding 
there was nothing to be done againſt this Handſul of 
Heroes, departed, carrying off many of the Gods _ 
_— for their ſuſtenance. 

The Spaniards, not being willing to give the titer 
up, invaded them a ſecond Time, and with greater 
Succeſs, for the Strength of the Beſieged was dimini- 
ſhed by the loſs of Cranſton, who deſerted his Com- 
rades, and fled over to the Enemy ; who notwithftand- 
ing this Acquiſition, could not ſores the reſt to 
{prreudex. | þ 

The Spaniards landed frequently afterwards, vlog 
dering their Plantations, and carrying of; the tame 
Goats;.by which means the Stock was greatly dimini- 
ſhed. Theſe Viſits made them ſo cautions, that they 
never walked abroad without their Hands being upon 
the Cocks of their Guns. Whenever the Enemy 
came. they immediately betook themfelves to the 
Mountains, through ſome of which they bad dug 
Paſſages, and made Lines of Communication with 
Ropes, for. their convenient Retreat from Danger. 


- Haying a,Salt-pMn, they made their own Salt by the 


Side. They uſed to eat the Pardelas, which were 
| | grey 


AS. 
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grey coloured Fowls, about the ſize of a ſmall Pullet, 
and, feeding on Fiſh, taſted a litile fiſhy, but this 
they remedied, in ſome degree, by: WT 
little while in the Ground. 
The ſaid Planters, (ſays e led their. Like 
there for the moſt part at a diſtance from one another, 
upon this occafion ; conſidering that, according to the 
cuſtom of Pirates, they bad led an ill Life for the time 
paſt, and being ſenſible that their Swearing and Blaſ- 
pbemy, which. they ſtill kept up, was provoking! to 
Almighty God, in whoſe Hands they thought them- 
ſelves then to be, as being deprived of all Society; 
they made an Agreement in order to begin and perfect 
a thorough Reformation, (particularly of that Crime) 
to live ſeparately and apart, every Man in a ſeveral 
Cave, for ſome Months, or till they ſhould depofit fo 
bad a Habit: which purpoſe and reſolution of theirs, 
being put in practice, had the deſired effect, ſo far, 
that after that time, they could converle with one 
another, with all the moderation and gravity im- 
aginable.” 
We found the Men in very good plight. The 
Life they led made them very ſharp. They very well | 
underſtood the condition and ſtate of the - Spaniſh 
Plantations, and very well provided for their own 
Subſiſtence, when they came upon the Ifland.” 
While they thus paſſed their time, a Veſſel, called 
the Farewell, was fitted out for the Souzh-Sea, com- 
manded by Capt. ohn Strong, carrying 38 Guns, and 
having about 100 Men on Board. They ſailed from 
Phmouth, Nov. 1, 1689, and on the 10th of February | 
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entered the Straights of Magellan, through which 
they paſſed,* They were told by the Spariards, that 
ſome Engliſhmen were on Juan Fernandez, bat were 
miſ-informed both as to the Manner and Time of their 
being left there; as will appear by Mr. Simpſon's Jour- 
nal, in whoſe Words I ſhall cloſe my Account of 
them; only premifines bat the Time of their Reſi- 
dence on the Iſland {Af to have Wen n two 
Years and ten Months. 

Sept. 1690, (ſays he) we intended for the Iſland 
Fardinando, having received Information from the 
Spaniards,” that there were ſome Engli/hmen on that 
Place, it being otherwiſe deſtitute of Inhabitants. On 
the 4th of Sept. being in the Latitude of 33 Deg. 42 
Min, the ſame with the Island, we then ſteered eaſterly, 
and at laſt diſcovered the Place at the diſtance of 20 
Leagues. That was only the leſſer Island: f the greater, 
where our Countrymen were, lying betwixt that and 
the Shore. They went, however, aſhore there, and 
brought off ſome Goats, killed ſome Fowls, and took 
ſome excellent Craw-Fiſh and Conjer-Eels. They 
found no Tahabitants, but obſerved the Spaniards bad 
been lately there; for beſides two Croſſes ſet up, they 
fonnd on the Island a Cutlaſs a little damnified with 
Ruſt, They concluded it conld not be the French that 
had been there laſt, becauſe, as was ſuppoſed, they 
would, in ſpite to the Spaniards, have pulled the Croſſes 
down. We were not ſenſible of our error at our firſt 
arrival there, nor did we dream of a ſecond Ferdinand, 
but GASES Want the Ae left there by the 

"IP 
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French Privateer, had been carried away by the Sani- 
ards. I did not particularly know the Captain's in- 
tentions, but heard him ſay, he reſolved to make to 
the Shore, as faſt as he could, after the French Priva- 
teer, (whom we ſuppoſed to be ſtill plying thereabouts) 
according to the Order he had received to that effect. 
But the Maſter remonſtrated the inconveniency of that 
Danger, and the neceſſity the Men lay under of being 
firſi refreſhed with reſt; which they had wanted for 
twenty-four Hours. He had not otherwiſe ſeemed 
to oppoſe or retard our Expedition, that would in all 
probability prove as gainful, as it was honourable. 
On the 11th of September we. diſcovered a large 
Iſland, which we ſuppoſed to be the right Fardinando. 
The Pinnace was ſent aſhore about 8 0 Clock at Night. 
Before Day-light was ſpent, we ſaw a Fire on the 
higheſt Place of the Ifland. We had a great ſuſpicion 
that the Pinnace had met withbad Company, Upon 
its return we concluded, that it was kindled by the 
Perſons. we were told lived in the Iſland. The Com- 
pany brought us an Account, that the Iſland was very 
fruitful, full of Goats. We obſerved abundance of 
red Mould, which ſignified that there were Iron Mines 
there, but we wiſhed heartily it bad been Metal, 
Sept. 12th, the Pinnace was ſent aſhore betimes, and 
returned with a Goat, two Kids, and about two bun- 
dred luſiy Cavalloes. and brought aboard two of the | 
"Engliſhmen that were reſident there, The Hiftory of 
their Life and Adventures would be worth the while. 
They informed us we might /ad the Ship with Goats 


if we pleaſed. The two Engliſhmen ſtaid with us all 


Night ; and a Day or two after, they brought their 
5 other 
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other two Aſſociates, with their Boys aboard of us. 

Our Commander had come a great deal out of his 
Way, to carry them Home, believing that his kindneſs 
therein would have been gratefully accepted ; but 
they ſubtilely pretended that they lived as Kings in 
the Island, having no Law, or Snperior to control 
them ; that they wanted for nothing, Tarnip-Tops 
ſupplying their want of Bread, their Food being Ven- 
iſon, their Drink Goat's Milk, and excellent Water. 
For ſeveral Days they made a ſhew, as if they had 
been of all Men in the World the moſt content with 
their condition: thinking with themſelves, that our 
Captain would allow them Wages, as he did other 
Seamen. But they pulled off this Vizard before we 
ſailed, and declared themſelves glad to have the op- 
portunity of ſeeing their own Country once more. 
Nay, they plainly told us, that they had reſolved to 
go off the Iſland with the next Privateer that ſhould 
happen to victual there. 


They did us fingular Service in hs Provifions, , 


and a knowledge of the Island, very advantageous for 
all future occaſions. If theſe two Islands, with Mocha, 
were fortified by the Engliſß, they would be capable, 
in caſe of a Breach with Spain, of doing them a great 
deal of Miſchief. They told us the Spaniards in thoſe 
Parts had neither Skill nor Courage ; and it is * 
feſt their Seamen are but Bunglers. | | 
One of them ſpake to me in the old Privateer's 
Style, that we had a Captain who did not love him- 


ſelf; otherwiſe he would venture to make himſelf and 


Company. And by and by, 'that the Captain muſt 
needs have an Eſtate, that was ſo civil to Dons, 
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when it was in his power to get vaſt Riches. He 
thought it ſtrange, that our Commander had not run 
the Riſque; as he termed it. I anſwered, bim, If our 
Captain ſhould have run it, be muſt have run all his 
Life for it, as they were reſolved to do. 

We went aſhore, but could hardly ſet a Foot down, 
the Seals lay ſo thick on the Place. ' Beſides, we ſaw 
a great number of Sea-Lions, not unlike other Lions 
in Countenance. Colour, and Fierceneſs : they had no 
Feet, but Fins. There was amongſt the reſt an ex- 
traordinary He-One ; having; befides the vaſt Size and 
dreadful Aſpect, a Bump, as it were a Saddle, on his 
Noſe. He reared himſelf up, and when he was at- 
tacked with a Half Pike, gave no Way for a long 
Time, till bis Company had rolled away to the Water, 
He roared as another Lion, ftood at Bay with an open 
Mouth, and received the Half Pike into his Mouth 
with very little concern. The Excreſcence on his 
Noſe ſwelled to a prodigious Bulk with his Breath 
and Fury. 

All the time we lay before Fardinando, we had a dread- 
ful Storm. The Long-Boats were ſent twice to bring 
Goats aboard, but without any ſucceſs. They killed 
betwixt two and three Hundred, but could get none 
of them aboard the Boat, by reaſon of the vaſt Pre- 
cipices of Rocks, and a great ſwelling Sea, that hindered 
the Boats coming near the Shore. We had got as 
many before, as ſerved our preſent turn. 

One of the Four told me, that if he went home with 
us, he would endeavour the like Reformation amongſt 
our Men, as was effected amongſt them, during their 
bermitical Life. But be found himſelf very far miſ- 

taken 
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taken; for inſtead of the Good he propoſed to do, he 
again learned to Drink and Swear, of the Ship's Com- 
pany ; ſo that veflecting on his relapſe, he afterwards 
often wiſhed himſelf on the Iſland again. g 
The Engliſi, with their Negroes, we brought off the 
Iſland, were deſigned by the Captain, to be a Meſs 
by themfelves ; but the Advantages of their Converſa- 


tion and Intelligence obliged him afterwards to dif- 


perfe them amongſt the Ship's Company. 
Nov. 10, 1690, when off Sz. Maria, a little South 
of Conception, the Spaniards on Shore ſignified a defire 


to ſpeak with the Company, and profeſſed a great deal 


we. -S 


of Friendſhip. On the 12th at Four in the Morning, 
the Pinnace was ſent aſhore, to Sz. Mary's, under the 
Command of Mc Inns, a Scotchman, who was our 
firſt Man, and a Man of great Skill and Experience in 
Sea Affairs. His Company were, Three of the Engh/b- 
men we had brought from Fardinando, Mc Nichols, 
Thomas Meadows, Eckvard Long, Reymld Tate, Thomas 
Fiber, Wilkiam Penroſe, William Moneret, John Cbam- 
bers, Thomas Collins, and John Gueſsford, the choice 
Seamen of the Ship's Company. They were unarmed 
Men, ſave that the Ferdinando Men had two Guns, 
and the reft a Brace of Piſtols amongft them. 

They were treated with apparent kindneſs; and the 
Spaniards were very curious to ſee and handle their 
Arms, and admired our People would ſeem jealous, and 
imagine they needed any Arms at all; their Leader 


opening his Coat and Shirt, ſhewing that he was naked 


and free from all ſaſpicion. 'Thus they humoured the 
Rufineſs, and, as was ſaid, one of the Spaniards defired 
_— Gun, who was the chief of the Ferdinando 

: 68 Planters. 
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Planters. He refuſed to comply with the demand, till 
one of his Company upbraided him with theſe, or the 
like Words, Ney will you not ſhew the Gentleman your 
Gun are you afraid of your Sin? The ſaid, Harry, 
who had known the Spamards on manifold occafions, 
gave the Company fair warning, plainly telling them, 
that he was jealous of ſome Treachery, but, upon that 
and ſome other like Reflections, he told them, that be 
would go as far towards Hell as any of them. Jobn 
Combs, who was one of them, had told them the 
ſame. N 

Well, Quos 2 perdere wult, dementat * they 
fat down to eat, the ſaid Combs refuſing to fit and eat, 
telling them be had ſatisfied bimſelf with Victuals 
aboard. He walked about with his Gun in his Hand, 
wherefore he had opportunity afterwards to make the 
better ſhift for his own ſafety when need required. 

Harry's Gon was delivered into the Hands of him 
who bad demanded it. The ſaid Spaniard defiredito 
try it, which was alfo granted. The Diſcharge was 
the Signal agreed upon amongſt the Spaniards to ſur- 
priae our Men. No ſooner the Gun went off, but 
ſome Spaniſh Horſe, to the Number of Sixty, ſprang 
from behind a neighbouring Hill, where they had lain 
in ambuſh, and on full career came down to their on 
Men, who. bad at the Signal begun to ſeize our Men. 
Theſe Spari/h Foot, being about Forty, all unarmed, 
and, at firſt appearance, Men of Peace, had ſubtilely 
contrived. the matter, ſo as to borrow our Men's 
- Knives, on pretence of en ue with them 
at ner: ws 105 
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Jobn Combs's Gun was purpoſely wetted by a Fel- 
low who brought him ſome Water to drink. Abont 
fixe or fix more of our Men made an attempt to eſcape 
in the Fray, but got no farther than the Water Side, 
Among them were Iteyno/d Tate, and Penroſe, , John 
Combs did ſwim by Wmz. Penroſe and made to a ſmall 
Rock, where he was ſhot in the Leg by the Spaniards, 
who had-purſued them cloſe to the Shore. He then 
ſwam to the Boat with all ſpeed poſſible, for one in 
his condition. In the mean time, the Flight of the 
reſt was prevented by the Horſemen, who rode into 
the Water, up to the Saddle-Boughs, getting betwixt 
the poor Men and the Land; they pricked tbem with 
their Lances, and it could not be diſcerned, whether 
they only diſabled them and carried them back to the 
reſt, or diſpatched them on the Place, but the /atter is 
believed of Penroſe and Tute. They at firſt had ſeized 
Mc Innis, the Mate, who with Nzcho/as,* we ſup- 
poſed, were like to find ſome Employment and En- 
couragement among them, as being of good knowledge 
and experienced Seamen. 

This Cataſtrophe was a Specimen. of the Spaniſt 
Civility, upon which I remembered three Things: 
1. A Reflection Me Innis made in diſeourſing with 
me, after we had left Ferdinando, and bore into that 


Coaſt. . I. de not know, nor can 1 imagine, ſaid . 


we have to do this Way.” 
2.. Penraſes Words, but two Days before that Mic. 


fortune, upon occaſion of ſeveral Grampuſes coming 


an the very Ship's Side. Pray. God, ſays he, that np 
Miſchief follow it. | F 
a Lad BY 9. The 
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3. The ſudden Conſternation I found the chief 
Ferdinando Planter in, over Night: there was no viſt- 
ble occafion for it, other than. the Propoſal made of 
going aſhore the Day following. He ſhook his Head, 
looking very much diſordered ; though he had always 
been one of great Courage, and was of Metal, and 
had been frequently tried in formidable Dangers. 

The Captain called a Conncil of all his Officers and 
Company, and put it to the Queſtion, whether we 
ſhould demand our Friends of the Spaniards, and, 
upon the refuſal, ſtay in their Seas and be revenged on 
them, the beſt way we could, or make Home firaight. 
He repreſented the condition we were in, having no 
aſſiſtance of other Ships, and our Company being con- 
fiderably leſſened and weakened by the loſs we had 
fuſtained. He acquainted us, that ſeeing we bad but 
fix Months Provifion aboard, which was no more than 
what was needfult to carry us Home, if we were re- 
folved to reſent the Injury received, we muſt live on 
Saniſs Spoil.” The common Reſolution came to this, 
that the Pinnace ſhould be ſent the Day following 


with a Note, requeſting the Spaniards to be kind to 


our Friends, and then, immediately to make for the 
Ifland S7. Mary, to look for the dead Bodies of ſome 
of our Men we ſuppoſed to be killed there. 990 


A Letter was ſent, ſtraightly charging them to be 


kind to our Friends, ſeeing they were affuredly to be 
required at their Handy. At the approaching of the 
Pinnace to the Shore, there were a great many diſcov- 
ered, who lay in ambuſh, expeRing the Landing of 
our Men. The Maſter, who then commanded the 
Boat, bad looked out ſharp, ſo that after he had con- 

\ yeyed 
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veyed the Letter, incloſed in a Bottle, to Shore, he 
brought bis Men off by his prudent Conduct and Cir- 
cumſpection. One came down and received the Let- 
ter in their fight, We immediately flood away to 
Sea, after the return of the Pinnace. 

Feb. 27, 1691, arrived at Barbadoes. Bun ee 
ſailed to England, and came North about Ireland and 
Scotland, for fear of being taken by the French into 
Dunkirk or St. Malo s. Out 23 Months. ; 

. Tbus far Mr. Simpſam s Journ?! ; freun which it 2 
pears, that two of the four Iſlap ers arrived in Ex- 
gland, about the End of September, 1691. Mr. Wafer, 
ſays one: probably the other ſtopped at Barhbadaes, or 
died gn the Paſſage. Their ingratitude to Capt. Song. 
Whg. ig benevolent. a Spixit, towards 
ſoon Wer a fatal Reward, as wo two of the 
How different were the Emotions in the e 


Wilkam, an unculti vnted Indian * 


1 dow, cms to. the main de of pet Wege 
i the e and Aduentuges of Mr Alexander Sit 
os far as I have had it , agy. power to procure auth 
tie Materials, and ahoſe I ſhalt arrange in a ee 
of Tie, ae Well as Fam able. f 

ke was bon, at Large, in aho Coupty.of N 
Shetandl/ in or ahovt the Year 1676,% Mages, i 
fays by. was abour thirty Years old, when he 
kim on the Inland, which would place his Birth t. 
or three Years later ; but, as he uſes a round Numbe 
«little latitade of expreflion. may be allowed. 
Author of Love and Madneſs, intimates, that“ None 
but a Scotehman, could have lived ſo many Y ears. upon 
a deſert Iſland.” t Cook 


* Mr. Oliphant. Gent. Mag. 2 P. 84. 
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Cooke aſſerts that his real Name was Scicrag, and in 
one Place calls him Salcrag ; but the Rev. Mr, Oli- 
phant informs me the Orthography is Selcrarg. | 
thall. however, adopt the commonly received Name of 
Selkirk, as I find it uſed by Rogers, Cooke, and Steele, 
who knew him perſonally ; by Mr. Oliphiant himſelf, 
in the Szatiftical Account of Largo; and by all others 
who have made mention of him. Rogers has his 
Name thus written in ſeveral Committee Signatures, 
copied, moſt probably, from Selkirt's own Hand 
Writing. a | 

His Friends were reſpectable and wealthy People; 
his Father carrying on the Trades of Shoe-Making and 
Tanning. To the former of theſe our Alexander was bred; 


but forming a diſlike to it, and being of an unſettled 
Diſpoſition, he went to Sea at an early period of Life. 


He appears to have made ſome conſiderable profici- 
ency 
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. ency in the Mathematics, particularly Navigation 
but whether previous to bis going to Sea, I cannot 
learn. At any rate, Dr. Beattie and others are wrong 
in aſſerting that he was :/iterate, | 
The Particulars of bis firſt Voyages are not known; 
for his Friends heard nothing of him from the time he 
left them, till bis return from Juan Fernandez. To 
adopt the Words of Mr. Olipbant, He no doubt 
would inform them of his various Fortunes, previous 
to his being placed on that Iſland, but the recollection 
of the Hiſtory of bis Solitude has obliterated the re- 
membrance of the leſs important Events of his Life.“ 
I come therefore, neceſſarily, to that Voyage, which 
iſſued in his valuntary ſecluſion, from all Human So- 
ciety, and ſhall relate it circumſtantially, in order that 
my Readers may know what Reaſons induced him to 
form ſo ſtrange a Reſolution, I ſhall likewiſe briefly 
relate the Fate of bis Companions, from which it will 
appear that he was not miſtaken in bis Judgment, 
In the. famous War concerning the Spaniſh Suc- 
ceffion, ſeveral Merchants entered into a Scheme for 
a Privateering Expedition to the Souzh-Sea. To this 
they were induced by Reports of the extraordinary © 
Exploits, which the Bucaniers had performed in thoſe 
Parts in ſmall Veſſels, and thoſe but badly equipped.. 
Two Veſſels were accordingly fitted out, each of 
which carried twenty-ſix Guns, and an hundred and 
twenty Men, The Sr. George was commanded by 
Capt. Dampier, who was now become famous by a 
Voyage of Diſcovery to New Holland, &c. in 1699, as 
well as by his former Voyages „ and the Fame, by 
Capt. Jobn Pulling. They were each of them aunply 
provided 
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provided with warlike Stores, were well victualled for 


nine Months and bad Commiffions from bis Royal High- 
nels Prince George, then Lord High Admiral, to pro- | 


ceed in a warlike manner againſt the French and 
Spaniards, and were both upon the 3 of * Pur- 
chaſe, no P. | 

be Voyage proved unfortunate from its com- 


mencement, for even while they were in the Doran, 


a Quarrel aroſe between the two Captains, which 
iſſued in Pulling, going away with his Ship, the 
Fame. He intended, he aid, to craife among the Ca- 
nary Iſlands ; but neither he, or his Ship, were ever 
heard of again. It wviſt be remarked here, ſays 

Harris, that this Deſertion of Capt. Pulling was abſo- 
hutely the ruin of the Voyage.” 

Capt. Dampier, . however, ſailed from the Doron 
April 30th, 1703, and on the 18th of May, anchored 


at Kinſale, in Trelund, where he refitted and victualled 


his Ship. While he lay here, another Veſſel, in 
which Mr. Seltirt was, arrived, on purpoſt to join 
Him, viz, the Cinque Ports Galley; of about ninety 
Tons, fixteen Guns, and fixty-three Men, + well 
victualled and provided for the Voyage. 
The Objects of the Expedition, which ſeem to have 
originated with Danpicr, were theſe : To go into 
the River'bf Plate, to Buenos Ayres, and take two or 
three Spaniſh Galleons, which he aſſerted, were uſually 
there. If by theſe means they obtained £600,000. 


they were to return Home, If not, they were to 


cruiſe upon the Coaft of Peru, for the Baldivla Ships, 
which bring great "Quantities' of Gold to Lima. If 
| ey * alſo, to attempt lor rich TOwis, ds Da 
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pier ſhould think fit; and after that, to lie in wait for 
the Acapulco Ship, reported to be worth thirteen or 
fourteen Millions of Pieces of Eight. Such were their 
great Deſigns, but they happened to fail in the ex- 
ecution. _ 

ö On the 11th of September, the two Ships left Xinſale, 
having the following Officers on Board : 


The St. George. - 
Captain...... ... Wilkam Dampier. 
Chief Mate. . John Clipperton. 
6666 William Funnell. 
Sargeon ...... > Jobn Ballett. 

Cinque Ports Galley. 
S Charles Pickering. 
Lieutenant » » T homas Stradling. 


Sailing-Maſfter. .. . . Alexander Selkirk, 


On the 25th they reached Madeira, where they did 


not anchor, but lay off and on for the Boats which were 
ſent aſhore for Neceſſaries. Here they heard that the 
Galleons had arrived at Teneriſſe, and fo their Expedi- 
tion to Buenos Ayres was given up. They ſailed on 
the 28th, and on the 30th ſaw Palma and Ferro, two 
of the Canarias. Not chooſing to ſtop here, they made 
the beſt of their way to the Cape de Verde Iſlands, and 
on the 6th of October, ſaw Mayo. The chief Produce 
of this Ifland is Salt, which may be had for fetching. 
They lay off and on all Night for this purpoſe, but 


there ran ſo great a Surf, that they durſt not venture 


their Boats on Shore. Therefore on the Morning of 
the 7th, they bore away for St. Jago, and about Noon 

anchored in Prior Bay. 
The Natives of this Iſland were formely Num, 
D t whe 
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who were baniſhed for Thefts, Murders and other 
Crimes. But now.they are, moſtly black, by reaſog of 
their intermixing with female Slaves, from Gwnea. 


Tbieving was more common here, than in any-Place 


where Funnel had ever been: inſomuch that they 


would take a Man's Hat from his Head at Noon Day, 


and in the midſt of Company. Here they watered the 
Ship and refreſhed themſelves, and bere the Expedi- 
tion received another Shock, for Dampier falling ont 
with his firſt Lieutenant, turned both him and his 
Servant aſhore, at twelve o Clock at Night, with their 
Cheſts and Clothes, much againſt their wills. The 
next Mornihg, being October 13, they parted from 
the Iſland, nut being fully reſolved where to touch at 
next. | : 

November 2, they croſſed the Equator; and the 


fame Day ſaw abundance of Flying Fiſb.. On the 


15th, fouxteen or fifteen, of the Men fell il of a Fever. 
On the 19th, they*anchored at the Iſlands of Sr. Aunc, 


on the Coaſt of Braail; and going on Shore, cut a 


.Long-Boat Load of Wood, but cauld find no freſh 
Water. 


On the 24th they caſt Ancher at the Ifland-of Le 


Grand, the Inhabitants of which are Jackals, Lions, 


Tygers, Monkeys, &c. which in the Night make a 
moſt hideons Noiſe, enough to territy any Man. The 


main Land was difiant about three Miles, very moun- 


tainaus and woody; where was a ſmall Town of the 


Portuguese, called Le Grand. At this Iſland they 
-wooded, watered, and refitted; and Dampier differing 


with bis new Firſt Lieutenant, the latter, with eight 


n their Goods, went on Shore and left him. 


ce Here 
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« Here alſo (adds Pume!!) Charles Pickering, Captain 
of the Cinque Ports, our Con ſort, another main Pillar 
of our Voyage, departed this Life, and hts Body was 
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buried aſhore, at the Watering-Place, with the uſual 
Ceremony of Firing of Guns; and Mr. Thomas Stradhng, 
his Lieutanant, took Command of his Ship.“ 

Dec: 8th, they ſailed from hence, not intending to 
touch any where tilt they arrived at Juan Feriiandez, 
On the 29th, they ſaw the three Iflands of Sebald de 
WWeerdt. | 

Jan. 4th, 1704, in Lat. 57—50 8. there came on a 
very hard Storm of Wind, at Sonth-Weft, in which 
the Cinque Ports loſt fight of the St. George. They 
therefore made the beſt of their way for Juan Fernan- 
dex, the next appointed Place of Rendezvous. The 
particulars of their Paſſage round Cape Horn I cannot 
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moet with; but they arrived at that Iſland, Feb. 10th, 
and anchored in the Great Bay* to wait for their 
Companions. 

Capt. Dampier, on the gih, ſuppoſing he had got to 
the Weſtward" of the Cape, gave Orders to put the 
Ship about, and ſtood away to the Northward. On 
the 11th, contrary to all their expectations, they ſaw 
Land; which proved to be four lilands, about five 
Leagues to the Eaftward of Terra del Fuego, or the 

Land of Fire. On this they. tacked and ſtood South- 
ward again, On the 14th, one of their Men being 
dead, ee ed, as follows: 
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pay the - 20k, * found the Latitude N Deeds ö 
tion, 60. 51, which was the fartheſt South they ever 
were. They made the Longitude from London, 
84..01 W. Being therefore pretty well aſſured they 
were got about the Cape, they tacked and ſtood 
Northward again. 

Feb. 4th, they ſaw the Iſland La ; "BP" which is 
very well inhabited by Indians, who are always at War 
with the Spantards, or indeed with any white Men, for 
they think all white People are of that Nation. 

On the 7th, they ſaw Juan Fernandez, and ſtood off 
and on; but drawing pretty near it, Capt. Dampier, 

bl 
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though he had been here both at the leaving and find 
ing of William, the Moſquito, did not think it the right 
Ifland. They therefore ſtood away. to the Eaſt for 
abont thirty Leagues : but meeting with no Land, 
they ſtood back again on the 10th, and, paſſing by the 
Great Bay, ſaw the Cinque Poris lying at Anchor 
there. Fhey therefore anchored in the Little Buy, * 


but finding it inconvenient, weighed and joined their 


Conſort. | 

Here they wooded, watered, heeled, and refitted 
both the Ships; but while this was doing, a great 
Quarrel broke out between Stradling, the new Captain, 
and his Crew ; forty-two of whom left him and went 
on Shore. So that for two Days the Ship lay, as it 
were, without Men. At latt, by the interpoſition of 
Dampier, they were again reconciled, and returned to 
their Duty. What part Seltirł took is not mentioned. 

They caught ſtore of Goats, and eſteemed a Joint of 
one roaſted, with about half a Foot of Cabbage boiled, 
a very good Meal. The Humming Birds would come 
humming about them towards Evening; and when it 
was dark, if they had a Fire, before Morning, ſays 
Funnel, an hundred of them would fly intofit. By Day 
they ſeldom caught or even ſaw them. 

They killed ſeveral Sea-Lions, and of their Fat 
made a Ton of Oil for their Lamps. Fhey likewiſe 
uſed it in frying of Fiſh, and did not diſlike the taſte. 


One which they killed was twenty-three Feet long, 


fourteen and an half round, and cut ſeventeen Inches 
deep in Fat. When they were hard purſued they 
TE would 
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_ the Purſuers, ſtanding with their Mouths wide open, 


was firſt in the Purſuit, had clapped her Long- Boat on 
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would turn about, and raiſe their Body up, and face 


upon their Guard, On which occaſion, if they wiſhed 
to kill one, they would clap a Piftol to his Mouth 
and fire it down his Throat. But, (adds Funnel!) if 
we had a mind to have ſome Sport with him, which 
we called Lion-Baiting, uſually fix, ſeven, or eight, or 
more of us, would go with each a Half Pike in his 
Hand, and ſo prick him to death; which commonly 
would be a Sport for two or three Hours, before we 


could conquer him. And oftentimes be would find 


us Work enough. But he being an unwieldly Creature, 
and we aſſaulting him both behind, before, and all 
round, we muſt needs conquer. Yet often he put us 
to the run, and ſometimes he would run himſelf, but 
knew not which way, for we commonly got between 
the Water and him.” Such was their Sport, but thoſe 
maſt have callous Hearts, who can divert themſelves 
with the miſery they iuflict on ne Brute Creation for 
Diverſion merely. | 

- They ſometimes drefled Seals, to ſave better 
Victuals: However, (ſays Funnel!) they eat tolerably 
well, to thoſe. that are very hungry, and have no 
ether Meat.” 

On the 29th of February, (five of Stradbing's Men, 
and Dampicr's Negro being gone to the Weſt End of 
the Iſland) about Noon, a Sail was diſcovered ; which 
being pretty near, they burcied the Crews on Board, 
got up the Yards and Top-Maſts, let flip, and made 
after it; this being obſerved by the ſtrange Ship, ſho 
tacked and ſtood from them. The St. George, which 
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the Moorings, and 'left it. Stradling's Long-Boat, I 
ſuppoſe, was gone with the fix Men. All his Sails, 
except thoſe at the Yards, with a great many other 
Stores, which be could ill ſpare, were on Shore. Both 
Veſſels left their Anchors, Cables, ſeveral Tons of 
Water in-Caſks, and the Ton of Oil which they had 
made. In the Chace, the Pinnace of the St. George 
towed under Water, and was cut looſe, Stradling's 
Boat alſo brokelooſe, in which were a Man and a Dog; 


ſo that the poor Fellow and his dumb Companion, in 
an open Boat, were left to the mercy of this immenſe 
Ocean | | 
About eleven at Night, they came up with the 
Chace, but did not think proper to engage till Day- 
light, At Sun-riſe next Morning, March 1ſt, they 
began the Engagement. Their Antagoniſt was a 


French Ship of about 400 Tons, and thirty Guns, 
5 well 
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well manned. The St. George had at this time, be- 
tween twenty and thirty Men very fick and weak, 
bat they were willing to ſhew theroſelves, and did 
what they could. They fought very cloſe, Broad-Side 
and Broad-Side, for ſeven Hours, and loſt nine Men, 
ſeveral more being wounded. The French had a great 
many killed and wounded, and were upon' the point 
of ſtriking, not having Men ſufficient to defend them- 
ſelves; when à ſmall Gale ſpringing up, they ſheered 
off and eſcaped : and when they arrived at Lima, the 
Captain ſent aſhore thirty<two of His Men; each of 
wm had 16 either a Leg, an Arm, or an Eye. 
As to the” Cinque Ports, he fired about ten or 
twelve Guns, aud falling aftern, never came up again 
during the Fight, as was ſuppoſed for want of Wind. 
Dampier s Mer were for baving another Trial, know- 
ing it would be of dangerous conſequence to let the 
Enemy*go-; being certain they would diſcover them 
ren ene But he was agaiuſt it, ſaying, that 
at the wort; if the Spaniards ſhould prevent their 
Merchant Ships from coming out, he knew where to 
g and could not fail of taking to the value of 
£506:000; any Day in the Year, Upon this they lay 
dy fer the Cinque Ports, which ſbon coming up, the 
two Captains quickly agreed to let her go. The Crews 
were very much diſſatisſied, that they ſhould ſuffer 
themſelves to be thus baffled in their firſt attempt: 
but fince it was ſo, they concluded to return to Juan 
Fernandez; to take up their Anchors, Cables, Boats, 
and Stores, with the fix Men, who knew not the reaſon 
of their ſo fudden departure. 
0 the 858 they ſaw the Iſland, bearing South, 
** diſtant 


6900 

diſtant about nine or ten Leagues. The Wind blem 
South, right off the Land, ſo that they found it very 

difficult to get up with it; and a Calm coming on, the 
Cinque Ports put out her Oars; and rowed away for. 
the Shore; but preſently, to their no ſmall aſtoniſh- 
ment, they ſaw two Ships. She was pretty near them, 
and they fired ſeveral Shot at her, b rowed away 
to the St. George, and acquainted them that they 

were French South-Sea Ships, each carrying 36 Guns. 
The Captains conſulted what was to be done, and did 
not think proper to venture in, but (abandoning the 

Men, Boats, and * to make away for the Coaſt 

of Peru. 

Theſe Ships, as they 3 afterwards, had provi- 
dentially met with Capt. Stradiing's Boat at Sea, with 
the Man and Dog in it, and thus the poor Fellow 
was delivered from his moſt forlorn and diſmal ſitua- 


tion. They alſo went in at Juan Fernandez, and took: 


poſſeſſion of the Anchors, Cables, Boats, and Stores of 
the two Ships, with three of Szradimg's Men and the 
Negro. The other two were left on the Iſland. Fun- 
nell, indeed, on the authority of ſome Letters they 
afterwards met with, aſſerts, that they took off all ib 
fix. Perhaps, the Letters only ſaid, that //evera/ Men 

were found there, from which he would naturally con- 
clude that the whole had ſurrendered themſelves,” But 
it is evident from Rogers, who received his informa- 


tion from Selkirk, that two of them remained there till 


Stradling's return. 
March 6th, the two Evgliſh Veſſels ſtood away Feb 
the Coaſtof Peru, and on the 11th fell in with the Land, 
which 
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which was very high, being three Ridges of Moun- 
tains, one above another, They coaſted along Shore 
Northward, and on the 14th, paſt by the Port of Copr- 
apo. They much withed to have gone aſhore here 
for refreſhment, but could not for want ot their Boats. 
The Land continugdvery high and mountainous, be- 
ing, as Funne ught, the higheſt he ever ſaw. 

On the 19th, the Men being all at dinner, and the 
Ships about ten Leagues from Shore, going with a fine 
freſh Gale of Wind at Eaſt, they were ſuddenly ſur- 
prized by the change of the Colonr of the Water, 
which looked as red as Blood, as far as ever they could 
fee, which might be about ſeven or cight Leagues. 
At firſt they were greatly alarmed, but recollecting 
themſelves, founded; and found no Ground at 170 
Fathom. They then drew ſome op in Buckets; and 
filled a Glaſs with it. It ſtill continued very red; But 
in about a quarter of an hour, all the red Subſtance 
floated at Top, and the Water underneath was as clear 
as uſual, The red was of a thmy Sabflance with lit- 
tie Knobs, and they concluded it to be the Spawn of 
Fiſh. Similar Phenomena have been obſerved by 
Cowley, Rogers, Sl chtwole, and others. 

From the Lat. of 16. 11 S. where they fell in with 
this red Water, they continued ſtanding Northward. 
and on the 22d, found themſelves juſt off Lima, the 
Capital of the two great Empires of Peru and Chili. 
Here they furled all their Sails to their Main- ſail, that 
they might not be ſeen by the Spamards, and lay by, 
intending to watch all Ships going in or out. At five 
in the Morning, they made Sail again, and were near- 
iy upon the Rocks of Ormigas. Having narrowly 
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eſcaped them, they continued their Courſe to the 
North, and ſoon deſeried two Sail. They gave Chace, 
and came up with the ſternmoſt, which proved to be 
the Ship they had already fought with, off Juan Fer- 
nandez, and was now juſt off the Port of Lima, into 
which ſhe was bound to 3 very anxi- 
ous to prevent her going in, that the M niard' might 
not get intelligence of them. They likewiſe had no 
doubt of taking ber, becauſe their Men (many of 
whom were ſick at the time of the Engagement) were 
now all in health. They were allo fatisfied ſhe.muſt 
needs be a good Prize, with regard to her Guns, Am- 
munition, Provifions, and other Matters they ſtood in 
great wank of. It was therefore concluded that the 
St. George ſhould engage ber, and the Cinque Ports 
go after the other, which appeared not fo large. But 
Dampier, being ignorant of her forlorn ſituation already 
mentioned, thought it adviſable not to venture upon 
her; and while the Matter was in Pe, both the 
Veſſels got into Port, 


The Crews were very much diſcontented, but con- 


tinued their Courſe to the Northward, and the next 
Morning, March 24th, ſaw a Sail, and took her with- 
out the leaſt reſiſtance. It proved a Spaniſh Ship, of 
about 150 Tons, laden, as far as they could perceive, 
with Snuff, Flanders Lace, W aollen Cloth, Silk, Pitch, 
Tar, Tobacco, Turtle Shell, Bees Wax, Soap, Cinna- 
mon, Jamaica Pepper, Jars of Balſam of Peru, a few 
Planks, and a pretty good Sum of Money. They 
kept her with them till the 30th, and then having 
token out a little of every thing, Dampier diſcharged 
her, alledging that if ſhe was kept, it would be a hin- 

drance 


| 
F 


\ = Lern n 
Der > aa 1 aa 


— — ——— 


a new Veſſe 


( 48 ) 


rance to his greater Dae. So the Veſſel ſtood away 
for Lima. 

The Crews were Forced to be as well contented as 
they conld, and the next Morning at break of Day, 
found themſelves juſt aboard a firange Ship, which 
they ſoon took ring above three Gans. She was 
about 200 Tons, laden with Indigo, 


Cochineal, &c, At this time they were juſt off the 


Port of Payta. 


On the 4th of April, this Second Prize, after a few 


odd things had been taken out, was, contrary to moi 
of their minds, diſmiſſed; Dampier aſſigning as a 


reaſon, that he would not cumber up his Ship, becauſe 


he intended to make a Voyage, at one Stroke, upon 


Tome rich Town, on which he had a ſpeedy deſign. 

On the 5th, therefore, they began to prepare for 
this intended Action, the Carpenter fitting up the 
two Launches, or Spaniſh Long-Boats, with two Pa- 
teraroes to each. On the Iith, being juſt in fight of 
the Iſland Galla, they took a Bark, laden with Plank. 
She was of about 50 Tons, and had a conſiderable 
Quantity of Turtle Shell on Board. Bat the Men, as 
ſoon as ever they ſaw the Engg, | took to their Boat 
wn got on Shore. 

April 12th, they anchored at Gallo, — intend- 
thi to keep the Bark for the Defign in Hand. In 
Galb are a few wild Monkies, and abundance of Li- 
zards, particularly the Lion Lizard, about the bigneſs 
of a Man's Arm. Funnell meaſured one, which, from 
the Head' to the End of the Tail, was three Feet 
eleven Inches long. It had a large kind of Comb on 
xs Head, which, when it was aſſaulted or frightened, 
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it ſet up an end, like a Helmet or Head-Piece : other- 
wiſe it lay down flat in a deep Dent on its Head, juſt 
fitted to it, ſo as bardly to be perceived. They can 
run very ſwift, but the Dog frequently caught them. 
Having lain at Gallb five Days, on the 17th, juſt as 
they were going to get up their Anchors, they ſaw a 
Sail ftanding in for the Iſland. On this they lay ftill, 
till ſhe was nearly in, and then all tbree got under 
ſail, viz : the St. George, Cinque Ports, and Bark, and 
took her. She was of about 50 Tons, commanded by 
an Half Indian, and was bound for the River Tumaco 
to get proviſions ; but paſſing by Gall, and ſeeing the 
, ſuppoſed them to be Spaniſh, and made towards 
them in order to purchaſe ſome for Money, but by 
this unhappy miſtake loſt their Veſſel and Money too. 
But it is an ill Wind that blows nobody Good, for 
they had on Board a Guernſey Man, who, by theſe 
means, was delivered from his Captiyity. - He had 


been taken by the Spaniards, in the Bay of Campeachy, 


having ſtrayed from his Companions who were cut- 
ting Logwood. They ſent him to Mexico, where he * 
lay in Priſon two Years. After which, upon his turn- 
ing Catholic, he had his choice, either to ftay in 
Mexico, or to go on Board any Spaniſh Ship, belong- 
ing to the Sozth-Seas; but they would not let him 
come any nearer the NVortb- Sea, left be ſhould make his 
eſcape. 80, being a Sea-farttig Man, he thought it 
beſt to go on board ſome Ship. He rejoiced greatly. 
at his deliverance, for had they not met with him, in 
all probability he would have continued there all wi 
Days of his Life. | 
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acquainted them, that his deſign was upon the Town 
of . Santa Maria, where he had no doubt of getting 
Gold enough, becauſe it is the firſt Place the Gold is 
Cent to from the Mines, which are not far off. Their 
laſt Prize failing very heavily, they ſunk it, leſt it 
ſhould prove an hindrance. The Captain of her, 
after ſome fair Promiſes that they would give him a 
better, and that, if they ſucceeded in taking Santa 
Maris, they would ſatisfy him otherwiſe to his Heart's 
Content, engaged to pilot chem up ta the Town. 
Having thus prepared for their intended Enterprize, 
they paſſed. by Cape. Corrientes, and the Ports of Santa 
Clara, Quemado, Pines, and others, and on the 25th of 
April, anchored at Point Garachina, which makes the 
South Point of the Gulph of Sz. Mzchac/, into which 
ory were bound. 
On the 27th, ane bundred and two of the Neo, 
with Capt.. Dampier and Capt. Stradling, in the Bark, 
with three Spaniſh Launches, left the Ships at Point 
Garachina, under the care of ſixty Men, with poſitive 
Orders not to remove till their return. They: then 
proceeded for Santa Maria. Dampier hadl been here 
with the Bucaniers, in 1680, when. they crofled the 
Ifthmus of Darien, and took. it. They got no great 
Booty then, but it had now greatly increaſed, and a 
Capt. Harris had taken 120 Pounds of Gold there. 
At eight at Night they anchored among the Iſlands 
nt the River's Mouth, becauſe the Tide of Ebb was 
making ſtrongly out, and they could not work againſt 
it. Here they lay all Night, having dark rainy 
Weather, with much Thunder and Lightning, ſo 


ae e eee a moſt uncom- 
29 fortable 


I. : 
u 


(A) . 


fortable Night, there being no Shelter from the Rain, 
either in the Bark or Boats. When Daylight re- 
turned, as they lay at Anchor, the Ebb not being 
done, a Canoe with five Indians came within call of 
them. The Indians aſked whence they came? The 
Indian. Pilot anſwered, by Dampier's Directions, From 
Panda”: ahd vid them come on Board. They” 
replied, they would not. On this Dampier ordered 
them to de fired upon: which was done. The ndians 
now made H as hard as they could, one of the Laun- | 
ches in vum punſuing them. This was of il oon 
ſoquence, for they were now affured that the Spanier 
would be alarmed, Arobuſcades laid, and Valoables 
carried ont of the Torn. Two of the Launches, 
two Hands to each, under the command of Stradling, - 


and guided by the Indian Pilot, to take rhe. Town of - 
Schucadere, on the North Bank of the River, ent 


thros » within its Mouth. Nane, Bae. 


and others, in the Bark, were to follow as ſoon as the 
Tide ſerved. 
Jul as the two Launches entered Santa Maria River, 
they ſaw a Canoa with three Indians come out of the 
River Congo, Upon this they put in, behind a Point 
of Land, in the River, juſt by the entrance: the Indians 
therefore not having ſeen them, they were upon them 
before they ſuſpected any thing, and the Erg/ifb im- 
mediately ſtepped out and ſeized them. It now get- 
ting towards Evening, they took one of the Indians 
into the Launch, and ſent the other two in the Canoe, 
with five Men, to find Schucadero, as Dampier had 
directed. But it being now quite dark, they could 
not find it. They could hear the Barking of a great 
K 2 many 
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many Dogs on. the Southern. Bank, and, concluding 
there muft be ſome Town there, immediately put over. 
As ſoon as they approached the Town, the two Indians 
in the Canoe for the Out-ſcout, jumped overboard and 
they loſt them. One of the five Men ſnatched up his 


Gun and fired at one of them. Whether he ſhot him 
er not they could not tell, but his Gun was directly 
anſwered by one from the Shore. 

Upon this they all fired a Volley, landed, and ad- 
vanced to the Town, wbich was near the Water Side, 
and took it without any reſiſtance. The Inhabitants 
had fled at the firing of the firſt Gun knowing they 
were not enough to oppoſe them, having. no doubt 
bad intelligence by the Canoe, which eſcaped at the 
River's Mouth. They found in the Town abundance 
_ of Fowls, Maize, Beans, Yams, Potatoes, Parrots, &c. 

It confifted of about 250 Houſes, Round the Town 

| were 
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were great Walks of Fruit, ſuch as Plantains, Bona- 
nas, &c. 

The next Morning, April 29th, Stradling ſent out 
the Canoe to ſee what was become of Dampier and the 
Bark. For after Stradling was gone to take the Town, 
as ſoon as the Tide of Flood began, the Bark got nn- 
der Sail, intending to be after him; but miſtaking 
the River's Mouth, ran paſt it, and finding no other 
Way to get in, came to an Anchor, and lay there 
all Night and the next Day till the Sea-Breeze at 
Nooh. They then met the Canoe coming out, which 
at firſt they took for an Enemy, but ſoon diſcovered 
their miftake. Stradiing's Men informed them of 
their taking the Indian Town, and ſhewed them 4 
Packet of Letters they had met with in the Canoe. 
Theſe they opened, and found they were from the 
Prefident of Panama to the Governor of Santa Maria, 
informing him of a Report that 250 Ergl;/b from Ja- 
maica had landed on the North Side of the Iſthmus, 
with a Defign'upon Santa Maria, and that 400 Soldiers 
had marched from Panama to aſſiſt them ſeven Days 
ago, and were expected to be at Santa Maria by this 
time, 

They had not finiſhed reading theſe Letters till 
they were up as high as the Indian Town, which they 
bad taken, which they called Schucadero, as well as that 
on the North Side. Here they came to an Anchor. * 

The next Afternoon, April 30th, the two Captains 
Dampier and Stradiing, with three Launches and the 


Canoe, having on Board eighty-ſeyen Men, paces | 


up the River for Santa Marin. Clipperton and Funnel, = 


wich thirteen Hands were left to guard the Bark, wit 
E 3 Orders 


"” 
| 
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Orders not to ſtir till their Return. When they were 
within a Quarter of a Mile of the Town, they were 
. aflaulted by three Ambuſcades, one of their Men was 
Killed and another wounded. However they beat the 


.. Spaniards out of their Hiding-places, and would wil- 


lingly have put on Shore. Bat Dampier adviſed, that 
Kince the Spamards knew of their coming, and had had 
time enough ta lay Ambuſcades, it could not be 
doubted, but that they had conveyed their Wives and 
Children, and all that was valuable out of the Town ; 
which they always do the firſt thing, when they bear 
of an Enemy, So it was reſolved ta return to the Bark 
at the Indian Town, where they arrived about twelve 
at Night. Thus ended their Enterprize on Santa 
Haria. I confeſs I cannot ſee the Juſtice of Plander- 
ing, Burning, and Bloodſhed, being carried among the 
Inhabitants of the other Side of the Globe, becauſe 
chere was a Wipers, who ſhould be King of Spain on 
this. 
Early in the 1 May iſt, they left the Indian 
Town, and went down the River, in order to return 
on Board the Ships at Point Garachina. They got 
there on the 6th, and inſtead of their expected Booty, 
were ſo ſcant of Proviſions, that tive green Plantains 
were ordered to be boiled for every fix Men. But 
when they were almaſt at their Wits End, to their 
great Comfort, a Veſſel came and anchored cloſe by 
them at twelve o Clock at Night. They ſoon got up 
their Anchor and took ber, without any Refiftance. 
Sbe was a large Ship of about 550 Tons, deeply laden 
with-Flour, Sugar, Brandy, Wine, about 30 Tons of 
Marmalade 1 Quinees, a conſiderable Quantity of 
| | Salt, 
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Salt, with ſome” Ton Weight of Linen and Woollen 
Cloth; ſo that they might now ſupply themſelves 
with Provifions for four or five Years. Funnell was | 
put on Board this Prize, in behalf of Capt, Dampier 

and his Company, and Alexander Selkirk, as Chief, for A + 
Capt. Siradling and his Company. 

They now ſunk their Bark, and with this great 
Prize flood acroſs the Bay of Panama, amongſt the 
King's ar-Pearl Iſlands. On the 14th, they ran near 
Tabago, and brought it to bear N. by E. diſt. three | 
Leagues. Here they anchored on purpoſe to rum- 4 
mage their Prize. The four following Days they | 
employed in taking Provifions out of it, as Wine, 
Brandy, Sugar, Flour, &c. On the "18th, a ſmall 
Bark of about 30 Tons coming in fight, they ſent out 
the Long Boat and Canoe and took it. Sbe had little 
in her, except a ſmall Quantity of Money. a ** 
ling kept her for his own ufe, | 

Here Dampier and Stradling felt out to ſuch. a 
Degree, that they concluded to ſeparate, and gave the | 
Men Liberty to go in which ever Ship they thought . f 
proper. In conſequence of this, five of Dampier's Men | 
went over to Stradling, and five of NEL went on. 
Board the St. George. 

We were told by the Prifoners (fays Framnell) that 
there were 80,000 Dollars on Board our Prize ; that 
they were taken in by ſtealth, and lay at the Bottom, 
in the Run of ths Ship. Our Captain did not believe .- 
this, and was unwilling to tarry longer, that we might | 

| rummage her to the Bottom; becauſe he thought Loſs 
of Time would ſpoil his greater Defigns. Having 
1 of Provifions, the was 
| diſmiſſed,” On 


w *. SS 1 A „ 


deſperate Engagement with a Spaniſh Man of War, 
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On the 19th of May the two Ships ſeparated, never 
to meet again; the St. George leaving the Cinque 
Ports, Sculrił thought proper to continue in the latter, 
- having ſeen ſo many Inftances of Damprer's want of 
Conduct, and there being ſo little Proſpect of any 
Enterprize ſucceeding, in which he was engaged, 
Whether he was right in his Conjectures will appear 
by a ſhort Recital of Dampiers ſubſequent Adventures. 

He intended to beat upon the Coaſt of Peru again, 
and the Day they parted, paſſed the Iſland Iguanos, 
and ſtood away Southward. On the 7th of June 
they took a Veſſel From Trurillo, which had on Board 
a Packet of Letters from the Captain of the Ship they 
had fought off un Fernandez, and others. From 
thefe they learned ſeveral of the Particulars already 
related, concerning the Eogagement, the Man and 
Dog, Stradiing's five Men, &c, In July they had a 


in the Bay of Guiaguil. Fortunately they loſt not a 
Man, and the Spaniard bore away in the Night. This 
Affair, however, induced them to fteer North again, 
which they did till they came to the Gulph of Miceya, 
- where they repaired their Ship. The Bottom of it, in 
many Places, was eaten like a Honey Comb, and in 
fore Parts about the Hold, 46, eee ee 
Thumbs through with Eaſe. 

Here, on the 2d. of Sept. Dampier fell out with his 
Chief Mate, Chpperton,* who with 21 Men ſeized a 
Bark of 40 Tons (which they had taken) with all the 
Ammunition, and great part of the Proviſions, which 
* boon 2 while the St. ao re was 

24. LEWIS 7 repairing, 

29 * nnd cas him Clippinton, 


(357) 


repairing, He went without the Iſlands and ſent 
Word, that if auy had a mind to go with him, they 
ſhould be welcome, and that he would reſtore the 
Powder, Shot, and Ammunition. Theſe according to 
promiſe, he depoſited on Shore, in an Indian Houle, 
to ſhelter it from the Rain, and then departed. 
October 9th, near Guatimala, Dampier took a Bark 
called the St. John, the Captain of which was Chriftian 
Martin, whoſe ſingular Adventure is already men- 
tioned, He was now bound from Sæwartanejo to Rig 
Lexa. The Provifions he had on Board proved very 
acceptable. In a Converſation with Funnell he infor- 
med him, that ſome French Pirates, who were in theſe 
Seas, and had cruiſed up and down for ſome Time 
without much Succeſs, being every where diſcoyered 


and lie there for ſome time, being twenty in Num- 
ber. They landed on the Weſt Side of the-Ifland, 


Armadilla on Shore. In a little Time they brought 
the Goats to be ſo tame, that many of them would 
come of their own accord to be milked. Of this Milk 
they made good Butter and Cheeſe, not only for their 
preſent Confumption, but enough to ſerve them for a- 


and then, launching their little Man of War, went 


Pieces of Eight, and about the Value of Half as muck, 
more in Gold-Double-Doubloons. 1 

Dampier had at this Time a Defign upon the Manila, 
Ship; and fell in with it December 6th. They attacked 


by the Spaninyds, concluded to go to Juan Fernanda, 


which is but little frequented, and drew their little 


long time after. They continued here ten Months, 


upon the Coaſt of Peru, and off the Bay of Arica took. 
a Spaniſh Ship, in which were ſaid to be 200,00 0 
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her reſolutely: and ſhe, not ſuſpecting they were Ene- 
mies, was not at all prepared. Capt. Martin, who 
could ſpeak very good Engliſh, adviſed to lay her 


aboard immediately, while they were all in a hurry, 


as the only way to take her; declaring that if they 
gave them time to get out their great Guns, the St, 
George would be beaten to Pieces, and a Booty loſt to 
the Value of 16,000,000 Pieces of Eight. Inftead of 
hearkening to him they fell to quarrelling whether they 
ſhould lay her aboard or not; and the Manilla Ship 
got out a Tier of Gans and returned their 5 Pounders 
with 18 or 24 Pounders. This ſoon ſettled the Bufi- 
neſs, for the St. George being very crazy, three or fout 
Feet of Plank would drive in at once ; and a Shot en- 
tering the Powder Room between Wind and Water, 
carried with it two Feet of Plank on each Side the 
Stem. On this they determined to make off. 

The Men were now grievouſly diſcontented, and 
anxious to return Home, having but ſhort Proviſions 
for three Months, and the Ship being ready to fall to 
Pieces. Dampier, however, prevailed on them, to 
oruiſe fix Weeks longer, after which he would con- 
ſent to their going to India in a Bark which they bad 
taken. They therefore ſteered Eaſtward once more, 
and paſſed Acapulco, Guatulco, and other Ports. In Jan- 
uary, 1706, Dampier and thirty of the Men agreed to 
continue in the Sourb-Sea, but upon what Terms was 
kept ſecret. On the 26th, they anchored in the Galph 
of Amapalla, where they divided the Proviſions, Guns, 
Stores, &c. between the St. George and the Bark 


_ deftined for India. - Accordingly on the 1 of Feb- 


ruary Fummell, with 33 more, and a little Negro Boy, 


falled from Amapalla. Dampier 
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Dampier had now only 28 Perſons left with him, 
woſt of whom were Boys and Landmen ; for two of 
his 30 Men had gone over to Furnel/'s Party before 
they failed. - They repaired the St. George as well as 
they could, the Carpenter ſtopping the Shot Holes in 
the Powder Room with Tallow and Charcoal; for he 
deelared he durſt not drive in a Nail, left he ſhould 
make bad worſe. They now failed ſoutherly again, 
Dampier repreſenting that nothing was eafier that for 
them to make their Fortunes by ſurprizing ſome ſmall 
Village, and that the fewer there were of them, the 
fewer there would be to ſhare the Booty. They acs 
cordingly landed in a dark Night at Pana, near Guia+ 
qd, and ſurprized the Inhabitants in their Beds. 
After plundering the Place they repaired to Lobos de 
ia Mar, and by the Wey took a ſmall Spaniſh Bark, 
well furniſhed with Provifions. In this they reſolved 
to go to the Eaft-I:d:es, and accordingly left the St. 
George at Anchor under Labos, and failed away, hoping 
their Troubles were at an End. But arriving at one 
of the Dutch Settlements, - the Bark was ſeized, their 
Goods ſold, and themſelves: turned looſe into the 
World, to ſhift as well as they could. This was owing 
to Dampier s having loſt his Commiſſion in the Attack 
upon Pana. He was impriſoned, but, being releaſed; 


at length got Home, and related to his Owners the 


melancholy Tale of his Misfortunes, Occaſioned 
chiefly (ſays Harris) by his own odd Temper, which 
made him ſo (elf ſufficient and overbearing, that few-or 
none of his Officers could endure him.“ IEG 
ended hisſecond Voyage round the World. 
However, 


* Rogers, 130. 
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However, as he was ſo eminent a Man, tbe Publie 
did not leave him in his Diſtreſs unnoticed, He was 
introduced to the Queen, and had the Honour to kit; 
her Hand, and relate to her the Dangers he had gone 
through. But the Merchants determined never more 
to truft him with any Command. 

Had Selkirk remained with him a little longer, and 
gone off with Clinperton or Funnell, he would not have 
fared any better. The former f ventured into Ris 
Leon, on the Coaſt of Mexico, where he took two Spaniſh 

Ships at Anchor. One he ſunk, and received 4000 Pieces 
of Eight as a Ranſom for the other. He then proceeded 
to the Gulph of Salinas, where they got their Bark 
aſhore to refit her : which being done, they ventured 
to Sea, and in 54 Days reached the Philippme Iſlandl. 
From bence they went to the Engliſh Settlement at 
Pub Condore, but finding that the Engliſſi had been 
maſſacred by their Indian Soldiers, they bore away for 
Macao, a Portugueſe Port in China. Here they all diſ- 
perſed. Some went to Bexjay to enter into the Eafi- 
India Company's Service ; others to Goa, to ſerve the 
Portugueſe; and ſome entered into the Pay of the Great 
Maga. Clipperton got to England in 1706, and after- 
wards went round the World in the Sueceis of which 

- hereafter. | | 
© As to Furnell; he ſailed from Amapalla in a ſmall 

leaky Bark, without-Carpenter. Surgeon, or Boat, and 

ſhort-of Proviſions. Their Fiſh and Turtle being ſoon 
gone, they fed on Plantains for 21 Days, allowing to 

-each Man, two for a Meal, and two Meals a Day. 

Theſe being conſumed, half a Pound of coarſe Flour 

} Fungell, 205. 
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per Day was dealt out, and two Dudes of ſalt Beet" of 4 
Pork every other Day. Findipg the Meat ſhrink in 
boiling, they eat it raw, and now and then caught A 
Dolphin ; and happy was be, who could catch a'Booby 
or Noddy, when they ſettled upon the Veſſel; for 
their Flour got very full of Vermin, Maggots, and 
Spiders. At laſt they arrived at the Iſland Magen, L 
one of the Ladrones, April 11th, where the naked Na- 
tives did not value their Money, but gave them Pro- 
viſions for Tobacco. They reckoned their Run to 
Magon to be 7029 Miles. After this they had but 
fix Ounces of Flour per Day, and at laſt, in Deſpair, 
ſhared the whole Lot, each Man reſolving to be as 
ſparing as poſſible. After a variety of perilous Ad- 
ventures, they arrived at Amboyna, the latter end of 
May. Here their Bark was ſeized and fold, and they 
were all committed to Priſon. They lived in great 
fear of being maſſacred, as the Engliſi there formerly 

were in a moſt barbarous Manner. Very providentially 
they had met a Dutch Ship, when they entered the 
Harbour, the Captain of which had taken their Jbur- 
nal with him to Batavia. Some did not fcruplets tell 
them that this was their Protection, as hereby it would 
be known all over India, that ſome of Dampier's Com- 
pany had been at Amboyna. About the middle of 
September, twenty-five of them were ſent to Batavia, 
and at the latter End, Furnell and four more. What 
became of the tetmaining five, they never knew. On 
their Paſſage they had the Mortification of ſeeing their 
Bark in the Dutch Service. At Batavia they found 
their Companions ; and moſt of their Money was W- 
ſored, but gs þ elſe, Here as many of them as 
£5 wy F Aer „d choſe 
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| thoſe embarked in the Dutch Fleet for Eurgpe, and 
arriving at the Cape, in February 1706, to their ſur- 


elnde; Fuzmel/ and ſeventeen more arrived ds 10 

England in the following Auguft. 

It is now high Time to return to Capt. Srradling, 
f whom we left at Anchor near Tabago, May 19th, 
| 1704, What Courſe he at firſt ſteered is not known, 

but moſt probably it was along the Coaſt of Mexico, as 
Dampier was gone for Peru. During the Voyage 
(wherever it was) Stradling and © bonefl Alexander 
Selkirk,” as Harris terms him, fell out, and it ended in 


an irreconcileable Difference. This, together with the 
Cinque Ports being in a very crazy and leaky Con- 
dition, made Selkirk determine to leave him the firſt 
Opportunity. It is faid alſo,* that bis Mind was im- 
preſſed. by a Dream, fignifying that the Ship would ere 
Jong be caſt away. Such a Dream toa Man in ſuch a 
State of Mind is not indeed ſurprizing, but might 
probably leave a laſting Impreſſion. All that is known 
of the Voyage is, that about the latter End of Auguſt 
or. Beginning of September, they auchored the ſecond 
Time at Juan Fernandez, Strad/mg very likely ex- 


pected to ſindh is Men here, with bis Anchors, Cables, 


Sails, Boats, and other Stores: for Dampier did not 
hear that the French had carried them away, till after 
their Separation. Two of his Men only remained, 
but what befell them during their fix Months Reſi- 
dence here, is not related. It would have been better 
lor chem had they continued with Se/tirk, whoſe. ſoli- 
tures Iſhall now relate. 
n cs Steen 
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prize found ſome of Clippertor's Men there. To con- 


— 


— — — 


| but the Inſtant he ſaw the Veſſel putting off, his Heart 


taken on Board again, but Stradling would not receive 
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$tradiing oontinued at uam Ferniandexstill the End | 
of September, and the Difference between him and 
Selkirk continuing, the latter roffecting upon their r paſt | 
Misfortunes aud future Proſpects, determined to fail 
no further under a Commander ſo diſagreeable to him, | 
eſpecially as the Cinque Ports was in ſo bad a Con- 
| dition for a Voyage, being totally unit far the Seas 
ſhe had to efitounter. The Example of Stradling't 
| two Men, who had ſubſiied hers fix Mooths, andthe | 2 
| Pleaſantneſs of the Spring, which commencedabout the 
Time of his arrival, might alſo docs to . 
| his Determination. 
| However this might be, a prineipet Motive, it Game 
vn Reſentment againſt Stradling, who had uſed him 
I; which made hiui look forward to this Change of 
if as more eligible than being expoſed to mane; 
Dangers wit! with him, a 
Continuing in the ſame Mind bis Effects were latided; is 


$ 


yearned within him, and melted at partiug with his 
Comrades and all human Society at once. When 
we confider (ſays Steck) how painful Abſence from 
Company for the Space of but one Eveniog, is to the 
Generality of Mankind, we may have a Senſe bow 
painful this neeeffary and conſtant Solitude was to a 
Man bred a Sailor, and ever accuſtomed to enjoy and 
ſuffer, eat, drink, and ſleep, and perform all Offices of 
Life in Fellowſhip and Company.” On a ſudden his 
Reſolution failed him, and. be would fain have been 


Steele. + Rogers. * 
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' More deſolate at Heart, than cer I felt 


— neh neee een | 
him, conſtruing his Behaviour into Mutiny, t and leav- 
ing him there by way of Puniſhment. Perhaps his 
forlorn Situation cannot be better deſcribed than in 
| the Words of his Countryman Thomſon. 

- f<Theſe Ruffians left me Vet belicye me, Arcas, 
uch is the rooted Love we bear Mankind, 
„All Ruffians as they were, I never heard 

A Sound ſo diſmal as their parting. Oars. 

Then horrid Silence follow'd, broke alone 
By the low Murmurs of the reſtleſs Deep 
Mint with the doubtful Breeze, that now and then 


. Sigb'd through ons Yanks Shade 
L ſat me down, more heayily oppreſs'd, 


{> 


* 
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Before. When the Pardela, oer my Head, 0 
egan to tune her melancholy Strain, 


* Oliphant. 
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As piteons of my Woes ; till by Degrees, | 

Compoſing Sleep on wounded Nature ſhed | 0 
A kind but ſhort Relief. At early Morn, — 

Wak'd by the howling Seals,” I look'd around 
For uſual Objects: Objects found I none | 
Except before me firetch'd the toiling Main, 
And Rocks and Woods, in ſavage View behind. 
Wrapt for a Moment in amaz'd confufion, 

My Thought tarn'd giddy round; when, all at once, 
To Memory full my dire Condition ruſh'd. | 
The Pangs, that ſharpeſt ſtung were in my Mind; 

There Deſolation reign'd ; and there, cut off : 

From ſocial Life, I felt a'conſtant Death.“ 

Capt. Stradling made his Way Northward again, as 


far as the Coaſt of Barbacora; where they ran the 

Cinque Ports aground, upon an Ifland,* apd after- 

wards ſurrendered themſelves Prifoners to the Span- 

iardt in order to ſave their Lives, their Veſſel being 

ready to fink. * + Capt. Stradling travelled the great 

Road from Quito towards Cuſco, in his Way to Lima, 

which has Piles of Stone on each Side for ſome hun- 

dreds of Miles. When he and his Men were brought 

Priſoners to Lima, the Spaniards put them in a dloſe 

Dungeon, uſed them very barbarouſly, and threatened 

to ſend them to the Mines, becauſe he attempted his 

Eſcape, and ſailed in a Canoe from Lima towards Pana- 

ma, near 400 Leagues, intending to croſs the Iſthmus and 
get to Jamaica by ſome of our trading Sloops, but was 

taken and brought back to Lima t where they lived 
much worſe than our Governor / Selkirk, whom they = 4 
Jeft on the Iſland Juan Fernandez.” Thps | 
® Rogers, 933, _ 775 337, 2 Ibid, 145, 


06660 


Thus ended Dampier s Expedition againſt thoſe who 
had never injured him, by which much Calamity was 
brought an. 10 from 1 ſew er and 
Banefit,..,- -.... - | 

Selkirk was now in — — uk Farr as 
Noak would bave been, had. his Family periſhed in 
the Deluge ; for being ſequeſtered from the Inhabi- 
tants of the World, to Bim the World had no in- 
habitants, except the Brute Oreatiou. 

He had now to begin the World upon his 4 5 
eount, and bow well he was prepared, will appear 
from the following Inventory of his Poſſeſſions. 

The Clothes, he had on. | T. 
_ His Seaman's Cheſt. _ DEP 

The Remainder of his Clothes, Shoes, and Worked 
"Stockings. Af | 

"His Linen i i "via, Skirts, and a Quantity of Cloth 


bende. 5 
5 His Bedding. e e 
, A Muſket, or Firelock. 
A Pound of Gunpowder. 
A large Quantity of Bullets, = 
"AR Ax, or Hatchet. c 1 
9 other Tools. 
A Khife.” 
45 A Pot, or Kettle. 7 
A few Pounds of Tobacco, "vp 1 
_ X Fut aha steel. e e eee, eee 
The Holy Bible. 
0 Some practical Pieces of a devotional Nel: 5 
Some Books on Navigation and other Lache 67 
"he Mathematics. Hi 
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His Mathematical Inſtruments. 

Two Meals of Vicuals. ; 

I. ſhall, divide: W / during his buen 
Reſidence into three Parts, viz. 

1. Occurrences to which I cannot al . 
Dates, but which feem to bave taken Weg! in-the 


| Courſe of the firſt: Year. | 5901 


| 


2. A Journal for one Year, containing various 
Particulars of the Natural History of Juan Fernandes. 
3. Seti Adventures in general, 0 the Re- 
mainder of his Continuance there. erat 


He was in no want of Drink, the-Ifland — 


with excellent Water; but ſo very ſmall a Quantity 
of Proviſions for the Suſtenance of Life, being allowed 
bim ſeems to argue that the Cinque Ports muſt have 
been but badly furniſhed for the Voyage. His De- 
jection, however, ſo overpowered him, that at firſt he 
never eat any Thing till Hunger conſtrained him, 


partly through Grief; and , partly for want of. Bread 


and Salt. Nor did he go to Bed till he al watch 
no longer. 

When his Hunger returned, he was obliged . 
upon Seals, and ſuch Fiſh as he could, take along the 
Shore, which proved but coarſe Diet. Steele ſays He 
judged it moſt probable that he ſhould find more im- 


mediate and eaſy Relief, by finding Shell Fiſh on the 


Shore, than ſeeking Game with his Gun. He accordingly 
found great Quantities of Turiles, | whoſe Fleſh is e 
tremely delicious, and of which be frequently cat very 
plentifully, on his firſt Arrival, tall it grew; diſagreeable 


to his Stomach, except in Jellies.”,, As I have ſeen ho 
ether Account which makes Mention of Turtles at 


” 
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this Iſland, I ſuppoſe Sir Richard made a Miſtake; for 
Craw-Fiſh, it ſeems was his Food, which are here as 
large as Lobſters, in great Plenty, and very good. 
* We found (ſays Walter*) one Delicacy, in greater 
Perfection, both as to Size, Flavour, and Quantity, 
than is perhaps to be met with in any other Part of 
the World: this was a Sea Cra-Fiſh : they generally 
weighed eight or nine Pounds apiece, were of a moſi 
excellent Tafte, and lay in ſuch abundance near the 
Water's Edge, that the Boat Hooks often ſtruck into 
them, in putting the 'Boat to and from the Shore.” 
They keep under the Rocks and are eaſy to be caught. 
It required no other Trouble (ſays Shetwocket) than 
to knock down a Seal, take out its Entrails, make 
them faſt to a Line, and then on the Rocks you might 
take theſe Craw-Fiſh at Diſcretion.”' 

Though Sreele aſſerts that Selkirk had both Flint and 
Steel in his Poſſeſſion, it does not appear that he uſed 
them : perhaps for want of Tinder, and his Linen 
wis too valuable to be ſpared. The Method he took 
to obtain Fire was by. rubbing... two Sticks of Pimento 
Wood together upon his Knee. Doubtleſs he had 
Feen' or heard of the Indians doing this. I have ſeen 
{ſays Dampiert) the Indians of Bon- Airy do it, and have 
my ſelf tried the Experiment. They take a flat Piece 
of Wood, that is pretty ſoft, and make a ſmall Dent 
In one Side of it; then they take another bard round 
Stick, about the bigneſs of one's little Finger, and 
harpening it at one End Hke a Pencil, they put that 
Thatp Bud in the Hole or Dent of the flat foft Piece, 
und then rubbing or twirling the hard Piece — 


e Anſon, 123, 1 P. 20. 2 I. 400 
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the Palms of their Hands, they drill tae ſoft Picce till 
it ſmokes, and at laſt takes Fire. 

Being now able to cook, Selkirk ſtevenimmen boiled 
and at other times broiled) his Craw-Filh according 
to his Fancy, and found them tolerably palatable even 
without Salt; for want of which he was obliged to 
deſiſt from other kinds of Fiſh, n they an 
a Flux. 


The Iſland abounds with Gann el be Fae FER N 


as he had occaſion, as long as his Pound of Powder 
laſted; and it was nearly expended when he hit upon 
the Expedient of kindling Fire by rubbing the Pi- 
mento Sticks together. * Some of the Goats though 
wounded, - fometimes made their Eſeape into Places 


where they could ſcarcely, be found. But the Fiſh 


being coarſe Diet, and Hunger irreſiſtible, he tried all 


Expedients for the Support of Nature. He ufed him» 


ſelf to running and ſcrambling among the Rocks, till 
ſome of the tender Kids became a Prey to him; and 
by leng Pra gige he improved ſo much, that the moſt 
nimble Goats could not eſcape bim in their native 
Soil. He knew all the bye Ways and Paths on the 
Mountains, could trip from one Crag to n and 
let himſelf down the dreadful Previpices. 

He now made very good Broth with his Goat $ Fleſh, 


and ' ſometimes! broiled bis Meat, as he had done his 


Craw-Fiſh. . The - Goats here are not ſo rank as in 
England. When his Powder failed-(fays:Rogers}) 


he took them by Speed of Foot, for his Way of Living | 


and continual Exerciſe of walking and running, glearg 


ed him oſ mens Homoun, ſo that be ran with won⸗ 


811 * 1 derful 
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derful fwiftneſs, through the Woods and up the Rocks 
and Hills.” „When lie arrived at his full Vigour, he 
could take at full ſpeed, the ſwifteſt Goat running up 
a Promontory, and never Rs them but on 
4 Deſcent.” * 

He built himſelf two Hows with the Wood of Pi- 
mento Trees, covering them with long Grafs, and lining 
them with the Skins of Goats. The Grafs grows on 
the Plains and little Hills, higher than the uſual Stature 
of # Man, and. produces a Straw reloading! that of 
Oats. j 

The largeſt of theſe Huts, fituated on the Side of a 
ſpatious Wood, was his Lodging Room. His Bed was 
placed on + Bedftead of his own. Contrivance; and at 
the Time'of Rogers's Arrival eonſiſted of Goat Sking, 
that which he took from the Ship being, probably, 
worn out; or the Materials uſed for other Parpoſes, 
Dr. Beattie ſays, 3 To defend himſelf from Danger 
during the Night, be built a Houſe of Stones, rudely 
put together, which a Gentleman, who had been in it, 
(for it was extant when Anſon arrived there) deſcribed 
to me as ſo very ſmall, that one Perſon could with 
Difficalty crawl in, and firetch bimſelf at Length.” 
None of the originaF Journals mention this Fabric, ſo 
that it muſt have been a temporary Matter, or have be- 
longed to ſome other ſolitary Refident. His Pimento Bed- 
Room was at firft greatly infeſted by Cats and Rats, 
which had bred in great Numbers from ſome of each 
Species, which bad got on Shore from Ships, that had 
put in to wood and water. The Rats guawed his 
Fox ns other Parts of his Body, as well as his Clothes, 
1 | while 


Steele. 1 Ulloa, 228. $ Diſſertations, 303. 
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while aſleep. To get rid of theſe formidable Invaders, 
he fed ſeveral young Kittens with Goat's Fleſh, and 
after. a While they ſtopped in bis Room and lyiug 


about the Bed, preſerved him from the Rats. In Time 
many of the Cats became ſo tame, that they would lie 
about him in hundreds, and put the Rats wholly to 
the Rout. © There are a great many wild Cats (ſays 
Fumell) of the fineſt Colour I ever ſaw, which were 
put aſhore, I ſuppoſe, by the Spaniards, to deſtroy the 
Goats. But this Project has not taken Effect, for here 
are vaſt Numbers of Goats. The old ones, both male 
and female, take Turns to guard their Young, ſo that 
the Cats durſt not venture upon the Young, the old 
ones being always their Guard.” | 

_ His Lodgivg-Room was alſo his Chapel, for here he 
employed himfclf in Reading, Singing Pſalms, and 
Praying : fo that, as be afterwards told Rogers, “ He 


— — — —— 


—— 


1 


was a detter Chriſtian while in this Solitude, thun 
ever he was before, or than, he was afraid, he ſhoald 
ever be again.” Indeed he might have conferred his 
Name on his ſequeſtered Chapel, for Selkirk * is 
ived from the Celtic Scheleckgrech, ſignifying in 
that Language The Kirk in the Wood or Foreſt ;” 
preſſing thus in one Word, the Situation of the 
or: itſelf, and. the State of the enen 
try. | 
| " The * Building he es eee 
7 it at ſome Diſtance from the other. Here he 
ed bis Victuals. The Furniture it may well be 


8 [ ppoſed (ys Cooke) was not extraordinary, but con- 


ſed of every Thing that Deſart could afford. There 
was Pot or Kettle to boil Meat, Which that Inhabi- 
tant had carried aſhore from his Ship. - The Spit was 
N is own handy Work, of ſuch Wood. as grew on the 
Aan. The teſt ſuitable to. the Habit. Abou t 


A ne 4 Parcel-of Goats he liad bred up tue; havirg 
Aken hem whenixoung, which ſerved to ſapply him 


upon occaſon, when he failed, of any wild. Therc 
were Goats enough, but the Difficulty was how to 


catch them among the Rocks and Mountains. The 
Trees, whereof there. are plenty and variety, ſupplied 
him with Spits and Store of Fuel, having an Ax and 
dome other Tools for that Purpoſe. The Pimento 
Wood,: which burnt very clear, ſerved him both for 
Fire and Candle, and refreſhed him with its — 
Smell. 

Having ſaid. thus nabb-.of Saab A in 


bc, bene relate the r 0 bf hib firſt 


Aan ies bus od 4 . 2 Years 
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Yeat's Reſidence, as fi as 1 can arrange themin Order 
of Time. | 
"OCTOBER, 1704. 
It was about the Beginning of October that he 
commenced bis memorable Solitude, which being in 
this Southern Latitude the Height of Spring is exceed- 
ingly pleaſant, but his melancholy Situation deprived 
him of all its Charms. He had much ado to bear up 
againſt bis DejeQion, through the I — — of being left 
alone in ſuch a deſolate Place. The Neceſſities 
of Hunger and Thirft were bis greateſt Diverfions from 
Reflection on his lonely Condition. When thefe Ap- 
petites were ſatisfied, the Defire of Society was as 
ſtrong a Call upon bim, and d be appeared to himſelf 
leaſt neceſſilous, when he wanted every Thing : for 
the Supports of bis Body were cafily attained, but the 
eage er Longioge for ſecing again the Face of Man, 
during the Intervals of craving ; bodily Appetites, were 
hardly fupportable. He grew dejected, languid, and 
melancholy, ſcarce able to refrain from doing himſe 
Vialence. Monſters of the Deep which frequently 
lay upon the Shore, added to the Terrors of his Soli- 
tude. The dreadful Howlings and Voices ſeemed too 
terrible to be. made for human Ears.“ . 
Nothing (ſays Shelrocle) can be conceived om 
mally ſolemn, than to have the Silence of the ſtill Night 
deſtroyed by the Murmur of the Surf of the Sea heat- 


ing on the Shore, mixed with the violent Roaring of 


theSea-Lions repeated all around by the Echoes of deep 
than wk blended: with . 
: 2 Sele | 
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numberleſs Seals. Theſe according to their Age make 
a hoarſer or a ſhriller Noiſe, ſo that in this confuſed 
Medley, a Man, might imagine he heard the different 
Tones and Outcries of all the Species of Animals upon 
Earth mixed together. To theſe may be frequently 
added, the Alarm given by the Noiſe .of the ſudden 
and precipitate Rumbling of Trees down deep De- 
ſcents. There is hardly a Guſt of Wind flirring, that 
does not tear. up. a great many Trees by the Root: 
eſpecially thoſe near the Brinks of Precipices, where 
they bave- but. a light Hold in the Earth. AlL.theſe, 
or any one of theſe nightly Noiſes, might be ſufficient 
to diſturb the Repoſe of any, who had not been for 
ome. Time inured thereto.” . 

. - Conſidering all theſe Circumſtances, v we vegd not 
wonder at poor Alexander's Temptation to Suicide, but 
acquieſce with Rogers in calling his Secluſion from che 
World « An affliction, in which Nothing, but the 
Divine Providence could have ſupported any! Man.“ | 


NOVEMBER. 


*. Though ſome Sca-Lions and Seals come on Shore 
at all Times of the Year, yet in November, Selkirk* 
obſerved the Seals coming up ont of the Water in fach 
prodigious Multitudes, in order to whelp and breed, 
that the Shore was fall of them for a Stone's Throw, 
ſo as to render it impoſſible for him to paſs through 
them. They were ſo ſurly that if he approached them, 
they would not move out of his Way, but run at him, 
Uke an angry Dog, notwithſtanding he had a ſtout 
Stick to beat them off, ſo that it was dangerous to go 
near them, At other Times they would make Way 


„ Rogers, 136. 
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for him, or he could not have got to the Water Side. 


They are about the Size of a large Maſtiff, and have 


Heads like Hounds. Uſha calls them Sea-Wolves. 
They have à Row of large pointed Teeth in each Jaw. 
This threatening Appearance is heightened by Whiſkers 


like thoſe of Cats, or rather Tygers. They have two 


Fins, which ſerve both for ſwimming, and for walking 
on the Ground. They carry their Tail horizontally, aud 
bx bending it towards the End, form a Kind of Hind- 
Feet, and ufing the Fins at the fame Time, they walk 

without trailing the Body upon the Ground. By 
Means of their Fins and Tails they alſo climb up 
ſteep Rocks, and come down again with Eaſe. When 
they come out of the Sea, they bleat like Sheep for 
their Young, which, though they paſs through Thou- 
ſands both young and old, find out their own Dam to 
ſuck, for na other will ſuffer them. They are fond of 
lying on Shore, but when beaten make to the Sea, 4 
ſmall blow on the Noſe ſooo kills them. 

They kept a moſt tremendous Outery both Day and 


Night, the Young, barking, and the Old, howling like 


Dogs or Wolves ; ſome bleajing like Lambs, and others 
making hideous Noifes of various Sorts. How awful 
for a poor melancholy Man, baniſhed from the whole 
human Race, and on the Brink of Deſpair, to have ſuch 
an Hoſt cncamp againſt bim! 


DECEMBER. - 
1 The Summer Seaſon now began; the Heat of 
which was very moderate, without much Thunder os 


Rogers, 129. 134. 
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tempeſtuous Weather of any Kind, Indeed during 
the,whole Time that Mr, Sellirt was here, both Sum- 
mer and Winter, he ſeldom knew the Wind to blow 
off the Ocean, except in mall Breezes, which did not 
bring in a Sea, nor continue two Hours, nor did he 
ever knoyy it to blow in, more than four Hours at any 
Time, as he afterwards told Capt, Coole. Tbe Wind 
off Shore ſometimes blew very ſtrong, and was at- 
tended with violent Showers of Rain. / 


FEBRUARY,” 176. 


"This Month, he obſerved to be the tara in the 
Year. Indeed the Climate is in general ſo good that 
the Trees and Graſs are verdant all the Year round. 

He bad now, and at other Times, plenty of Cab- 
bages, which are very good, and abound in the Woods 
about three Miles from the Shore, but moſt of them 
on the Tops of the neareſt and loweft Mountains. 
There was ſome Danger indeed in getting at them, 
the Soil being a looſe black Earth, and the Rocks yery 
.rotten, Beſides which, there are abundance of Holes 
in the Ground made by the Pardelas, which fall in 
at once, and endanger the breaking of a Perſon's Leg. 

The Cabbage Tree has a ſmall fGiraight Body with- 
out Leaves, except at the Top, where, in the midſt of 
the Leaves, the Cabbage is contained, which is very 
white and good, The Trees are cut down in order to 
get at them, the Trunk affording nothing to hold by, 

and ſome of the Trees being very lofty, ' 
The Pardela, by Simpſon's Account, is never ſeri in 
the Day Time, but in the Evening flies about, moving 
and 


+ Ringroſe, 98. 
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and turning like à green Plover. He adds It has 


an articulate Call that diſtinctly expreſſes theſe Words; 
Be quiet, a very pertinent Evening Note.“ This Ex- 
hortation was very ſuitable to poor Selkirk, in his 
melancholy State of Mind, had the fame Idea occurred 
to Bis Imagination. Theſe nightly Monitors ſeem now 
to be extint. We ſaw not the Pardela, (ſays Wat 
ter) which burrows in the Ground; but as we often 
met with their Holes, we ſuppoſed that the Dogs had 
deſtroyed them, as they have almoſt done the Cats: 
for theſe were very numerous in Se/kir#'s Time, but 
we ſaw.not above one or two during our whole Stay. 
However, the Rats ſtill keep their Ground, and con- 
tinue here in great Numbers, and were very trouble- 
ſome to us, by infeſting our Tents nightly.” 

* The Seals continued to line the Shore very thick. 
for above half a Mile of Ground, all round the Bay. 


The Wind always blew over Land, and at worſt along: 


Shore, which made no Sea, It was for the moſt Part 
calm at Night, except now and then-a Flaw from. the 
bigb Land. 

Selkirk uſed to ſeaſon his Meat, with the Fruit of 
the Pimento Trees, which is the ſame as Jamaica Pep- 
per, and ſmells deliciouſly ; but in this Month he 
could not have it new, the Spice not being ripe. The 
Pimento Trees here are in great Plenty, and ſome of 
them 60 Feet high, and about two Yards thick. 

He had now Store of Turnip-Greens, but the Tur- 
nips were run to Seed. They had been ſown, it is 
ſaid, & by Dampicr's. Men, and had overſpread ſome 
rn & Tin | Acres 


" Rogers, 136, Þ Ibid. 54. 1 Funnell. J Rogers, \lbid. 
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Aeres of Ground. But, confidering the-ſhort Time 
finee Dampier was there, Cooke's Aſſertion is the moſt 
probable, that the firſt Spaniſh Planters had brought 
the Seed hither. The Soil indeed is particularly favour- 
able to Turnips, For if the Ground be any where 
accidentally turned up, it is immediately overgrown 
with Turnips and Sicilian Radi ſhes.“ He had alſo 
Parſnips, and, in the Brooks, plenty of Water Oreſſes, 
which were very refteſhing, _ _ agauft the 


Scuryy.+ _ 
100 rr MARC. 0 

Now commenced the Autumnal Months, but Nature 
exhibits not ſo viſible a Decay here, as in colder 
| - _—— 

Seltirłs Melancholy was now drawing towards an 
End, but in this Month there was enough to keep it 
alive as appears from Shetvocke. « Our Ears (ſays he) 
were ſaluted by the melancholy Howlings of innumer- 
able Seals on the Beech, who lay ſo thick together, 
. that we were obliged to clear our Way of them as we 
went along. Nothing preſented itſelf to our Sight, 
but rocky Precipices, inhoſpitable Woods, dropping 
with the Rain, lofty Hills (whoſe Tops were hid by 
thick and dark Clouds) on the one Hand, and a tem- 
peſluous. Sea on the other. 2 
JUNE. 


"The Winter Seaſon now ſet in, which lasted not in 
any great Degree longer than June and July. Even 
hos it was not very ſeyere, there being only a ſmall 
a «ag „„ 

- * Anſon, 116. + Rogers. 
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is geber -1 - : ally atheced ered ih by-norther 4 iy Winds.* and in 
all Latitades beyond forty Degrees, it "ſets ip even in 


the Beginning of April, oO 5s longop.t 8 f 
& Parts. = N 1 
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Ba enellel 1 bis Lot, and bis N — 
grees abated. This is Hoger r Account, which | 

take to be the moſt accurate ; but Sir Richard Sir 


Hates A DejeRtion to babe continued ten Mon 
lengere till the End of March, 1706. * By Dep 
(ſays ke) by the Force of Reaſon, and frequent Rea 
ing of the Scriptures, and turning his Thoughts upon 
the Study of Navigation, after the Space of eben 
Months, be grew thoroughly reconciled to bis his Con- 
dition.” When he had made this Conqueſt, the vigour 
of his Health, Diſengagement from the World, a con- 
ſtaut, chearful, ſerene Sky, and a temperate / ite Air, made 
his Life one continual Feaſt, and his Being much more 
joyful than it bad before been irkſome. He now 
laking Delight in every Thing, made the Hut in which 
he lay, by Ornaments which he cut down from a 
ſpacious Wood, on the Side of which it was ſituated, 
the moſt delicious Bower, fanned with continual 
Breezes a and d gentle Nie Aſpirations of Wiad, t that made 
his Repoſe after the Chace 8 to the moi "oft ſenſual 
Pleaſures. n AU 
He now 2 bicaſelf, ſometimes * cutting his 
Name on the Trees, and the Time of his being left, 
and Serge rern unfortunately theſe 
3 94; 8 Wildi: 54 Yd F ia. Dates 
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* Ulloa. t Rogers. 


Dates are not preſerved, as to the purticular Day of 
Stradling's Departure, in any ot the Accoante-now 
extant.. 
He bad now Plenty ot. "Barbies, which lafied good 
wy the End of Auguſt; | 
His Evening Companions, the Pardelas, retired into 
x ps Holes under Ground, where RY ſlept during the 
Winter.“ 
About the End of the Month the Sea-Lions came 
on Shore, to whelp and breed. The Ground was croud- 
od with tbem a- full, Maſket Shot from the Water, 
where they lay in an inactive State. Se/kir4 faw ſome 
of theſe huge Monfters, while he was here, above 
twenty Feet long, and more in Compaſs, which he 
ſuppoſed could not weigh leſs than two Tons, or 4000lb. 
Weight. Their Body reſembles that of the Seals : 
| but 
' '#: Simpſon—Shelvocke, 
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but they have a different Skin, a Head much bigger in 
Proportion, and very large Mouths, monſtrous Eyes, 
and a. Face looking as fierce as a Lions, with great; 
Whitkers, the Hair of which is ſtiff enough for Tooth, 
Picks. During the whole Time of their Continnance; 
on Shore, Se/k;7k-could not obſerve that they took any 
Kind of Suſtenance, nor did they go down to the 
Water, but remained in the ſame Place as at firſt. 
They have four large Teeth before, the reſt thick, 
ſhart, and ſtubbed. When on Shore they raiſe the 
faremoſt Part of their Body on their Fins, and drag the 
hinder Part after them. They cut nearly a Foot deep 
in Fat. 1 They are very full of Blood, for if they 
are deeply wounded in a Dozen Places, there will in- 
ſtantly guſh out as many Fountains of Blood, ſpouting 
to a conſiderable Diſtance, To try hat Quantity of 
Blood they contained (ſays Walter) we ſhot one firſt, 
and then cut its Throat, and meaſuring the Blood that 
came from him, we found, that befides what v 
in the Veſlels, which to be ſure was conſideratile, we 1 
got at leaſt two Hog ſheads. Their Skins are co red 
with hort Nair of a light dun Colour. Their Fins or y 
Feet ape divided at the End like Ringers, the Web 
which joins them not reaching to the Extremities, and 
each Finger is furniſhed with a Nail. The Males have 
2 large Snout or Trunk hanging down five, or f K 
Inches below the End of the upper Jaw, which the | 
Females bave not. | 4 


Contrary to Sellirt's Opinion, Malter adds,” © Dat 
ing the Time theſe Sea-Lions.cootigne” on Share; they 
Sis the Graſs and Verdure, which grows near the © 

— K —— 8 EE x Banks 
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Banks of the Freſh- Water Streams; and when not 
employed in feeding, fleep in Herds in the moſt miry 
Places they can find out. The Noiſe they make is 
very loud and of different Kinds, ſometimes grunting 
like Hogs, and at other Times fnorting like Horſes in 
full vigour. Their Motion is the moſt unweildly that 
can be conceived, their Blubber, all the Time they are 
Ce au} ue in . Waves under their 
Skins.“ —— 

Selkirk © upon the Rockies of his Temper (ſays 
Szeele)-conld with Pleaſure not only hear their Voices, 
but approach the Monfters themſelves, with great In- 
terpidity ; whoſe Jaws and Tails were capable of ſeiz- 
ing or breaking the ] Limbs of a Man, if he approached 
them. But at that Time his Spirits and Life were ſo 
high, that he could act ſo SIT and anconcerned, 

merely trot Sos b unruffled in binofelf,1 he > Killed 


— — — — 
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them with the greateſt Eaſe imaginable ; for obſerving 
that though their. Jaws and Tails were ſo terrible, yet 
the Animals being mighty ſlow;in working themſelves 
round, he had nothing to do, but place himſelf exactly 
oppoſite to their Middle, and as cloſe to them as poſ- 
fible, and he diſpatched them with his Hatchet at 
Will.“ | 

All Kinds of Sea-Wolves (ſays Utha) have 10 ten- 
der a Senſation at the Extremity of their Noſtrils, 
that though they will bear many Wounds in other 
Parts ef the Body, the ſlighteſt Stroke on this Part diſ- 
patches them; and that they are ſenſible of this is 
evident from their making it their chief Care to de- 
fend that Part 4 Violence. 


br. 


This was the boch of Winter, and the Weather fo 
cold that Seftirk ſometimes obſerved that there was 
* and 1 ce. AD, 

| AUG Js « 


The Cold was now ſo much abated, that he could 
ſcarce look upon the. Winter as ene any ur 
chan July.“ 12 

8 "SEPTEMBER.. | | 
— * came on the Return of Spring, which 5 is very | 
| pleaſant, and abounds with good Herbs, ſuch as Par- 
Mey, Purſlain, Sithes in great Plenty, and an Herb 
found by the Water - Side of great Uſe for Fomenta- 
ray ir ren and Cabbage were Glo: bp 
£1enty.. 


2 . Months of nen Oos, ant Fore 
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ber, "hays Moore) are inconceivably pleaſant; the 
Air being perfumed with a Fragrance, that cheriſhes 
and revives the Spirits, and has a' wonderful Effect 
upon Animals, 26 well as Men, which Selkirk reiuarked 
| by their playfulneſs and plumpneſs. e 

The Weather indeed in September is ſometimes 
very changeable; abundance of Rain falling, attended 
with hard Gates of Wind.* 

The Appearance of the Iſland in general ut this de- 
Hightful Seafon 'of the Year i is finely deſctibed' by Wal- 
ter. The Woods, which covered moſt of the ſteepeſt 
in, were free from all Buches aud Underwood, and 
afforded an eaſy Patſage through every Part of them ; 
and the Irregularities of the Hills and Precipices, in 
the Northern Part of the Island, neceſſarily traced out 
- by. their, various Combinations à great Number of 
romantic Vallies, moſt of which had a, Stream. of 
the cleareſt Water running through them, that 
tumbled in Caſcades from Rock to Rock, as the 
Bottom of the Valley, by the Courſe of the neigh- 
bouting Hills, was at any Time broken into a ſud- 
| den ſharp deſcent. Some particular Spots occurred 
in theſe Vallies, where the Shade and Fragrance of 
the contiguous Woods, the Loftineſs of the overhang- 
vg Rocks, and the Tranfparency and frequent Falls 
"of the neighbouring Streams, preſented Scenes of 
ſuch Blegahce and Dignity, as would with Ditficalty 
be rivalled in any other Part of the Globe. It is in 
his Place, perhaps that the fimple productions of 
unaſſiſted Nature may be ſaid to excel all the ficti- 
9 finagtbtion.” 

« Every 
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Every Thing one ſees or hears in this Place (ſays 
Stelvocke) is perfectly romantic. The very Structure 
of the Iſland, in all its Parts, appears with a certain 
ſavage irregular Beauty, not eaſy to be expreſſed, The 
ſeveral Proſpects of lofty inaeceſſible Hills, and the 
Solitarineſs of the gloomy narrow Vallies, which a 
great Part of the Day, enjoy but little Benefit from 
the Sun, and the Fall of Waters, which one hears all 
around, might be agreeable to thoſe who would in- 
dulge themſelves, for a Time, in a penfive Melan- 
choly.“ 


Such were the Dominions ol Alexander Selkirk; 
where the Beauty of the Scenery was well calculated 
to excite Chearfulneſs, and the Solemnity of it to add 
additional Weight to Depreſſion of Spirits. But 
here, even without the Charms of Society, he was 
Taiſed, from the Verge of Deſpair, to a State of Hap- 
pineſs and Tranquillity. 

The Pardelas now left their ſubterraneous Retreats ; 
and the Sea-Lions, about the End of the Month re- 
turned into the Water; though ſome continued te 
viſit the Shore at all Parts of the Yedr.; 


1 exhibiting 
the whole Year in this Southern Latitude in one 
View. 


, 


* 
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. Sun in Libra Vernal Equinox.) 


Spring Oct. The 
| Nov. 4 Sun 
Pg Dec. Sun in Capricorn—Summer Solftice — N 
Suͤmmer Jan. Line. 
Led. 
PR, (Mar, Sun i in lie — Autumnal Equinox 
Autumn Apr. The 
(May. = 
June. Sun in Cancer—Winter Solllice +a 
Winter July. Line, 
Aug. X 


Tt now remains to relate Mr. Se/kir#s Adventures 
in general during his Reſidence on the Ifland, not 
being able to arrange them in order of Time ; but 
firſt I ſhall preſent my Readers with Mr, Cowper's 
much admired Poem on his Solitude, in Which le 
ſuppoles him uttering the follow ing Soliloquy. 

; 1. 1 
4 * am Monarch of all I ſurvey, EI 
| Vir Rigbt there is none to diſpute, £ 
From the Centre all round to the Sea, 

I am Lord of the Fowl and the Brute. 

Oh Sofftüde! Where are the Charts 

That Safes bade Teen in thy Face? 

: Better dwell in the midft of Alarms, 

Than reign in this horrible Place. 
| 11. 
I am out of Humanity's Reach, 
* T muſt finiſh my Journey alone, 
Nover hear the ſweet” Muſic of Speech. 
J ſtart at the Sound of my own, 


The 
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The Beaſts that roam over the Plain, 
My Form with indifference ſee, 
They are ſo unacquainted with Man, 
Their Tameneſs is ſhocking to me. 
11, : 
Society, Friendſhip, and Love, 
Divinely beftow'd upon Man, 
Oh had I the Wings of a Dove, 
How ſoon would I taſte you again |, 
My Sorrows I then might aſſuage 
In the Ways of Religion and Truth, 
Might learn from the Wiſdom of Age, 
And be cheer'd by the Sallies of Youth. 
IV. 
Religion ! what Treaſure untold. 
Refides in that beavenly Word 
More precious than Silver and Gold, 
Or all that this Earth can afford. 
| Theſe Vallies and Rocks never beard, 
| Ne'er. figh'd at the Sound of a Knell, 
Or ſmil'd when e appear d. 


Ye Wings that have wade me your Sport, 


Conyey. to this deſolate Shore, 
Soc cordial endearing Report | 
Of a Land I ſhall viſit no more. 
My! F gends, do they now and then ſend 
A Wich of 4, Thought after me? _ 
O tell ye I yet have. a Friend. 
Though a Friepd I am never to ſee, 


H2 
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VI. 
How fleet is a Glance of the Mind ! 
Compar'd with the Speed of its Flight, 
The Tempeſt itſelf lags behind, 
And the ſwift winged Arrows of Light, 
When I think of my own native Land, 
In a Moment I ſeem to be there ; 
But alas! Recollection at Hand 
Soon hurries me back to Deſpair. 
5 . 
Bat the Sea-Fowl is gone to her Neſt, 
The Beaſt is laid down in his Lair, 
Even here is a Seaſon of Reſt, 
| And I to my Cabin repair. 
- There is Mercy in every Place, "ea 
And Mercy, encouraging Thought ! 
Gives even Affliction a Grace, | 


— 


BelkirFs Manner of Life in Time grew ſo exquiſitely 
that he ſcarce ever had a Moment hang heavy 


pon his Hands: his Nights were untroubled, and bis 


Days joyous, from the Practice of Temperance and 
Exerciſe. It was his Caſtorn to uſe ſtated Hours and 
Places for the "Exerciſe of Devotion, which he per- 


Formed aloud, in order to keep up the Faculties of 


Speech, and to utter himſelf with greater Energy.* 
During his ſtay here, be, at different Times, ſaw 
Teveral Ships paſs by the Iſland, but only two came in 


to anchor. And whenever Ships appeared, he ge- 


nerally kept cloſe in his Apartment, which was ſo 
concealed as not eaſily to be diſcovered. But when 


theſe came 3 Bay, he — Ie Reon 
what 
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what People they were, who bad arrived in his Nomi- 
nions. He found they were Spaniards, and not haying 
kept himſelf ſo reſerved as uſual, they ſaw and im- 
mediately purſued him, firing ſome Shot at him, as he 
ran away. Had they been French he would haye ſyb- 
mitted, but choſe rather to converſe with bis Goats, 
and riſque dying alone on the Iſland, than to fall into 
the Hands of the Sparzards in theſe Parts, becauſe he 
apprehended they would either murder bim, or make 
a Slave of him in the Mines; concluding they would 
ſpare no Stranger, that might be capable of diſceyex- 
ing the South-Sea. His Activity now Good bim in 
great Stead, tor he out ſtripped them all, agd got into 
a Waod, time enough to climb up to the Top of a 


8 1 — Ju? 


Tree, befors they ene in Salt. "They ppt 
he] Foot of that very Tree, x and killed leygral | 


2 dat went off again without di 


n hats <5 - Moagend S Cu. WS > 7 
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great Trouble to find it.” 
Another Ground of Fear aroſe from his Guardians, 
the Cats ; for thinking fometimes there was no proba- 
dility of his Deliverarice, and that he muſt die there 
alone, Nothing gave him ſo much Uneaſineſs (as he 
afterwards declared to his Friends) as the Thought 
that when he died, his Body would be devoured by 
thoſe very Cats, he had with ſo much Care tamed and 
fed.+ | 
The Precaution he took againſt Want, in Caſe of 
Sickneſs and not being able to go abroad, was to lame 
Kids when very young, fo as that they might recover 
F their Health, but never be capable of Speed. Theſe 
| be kept in great Numbers about bis Habitation, and 
taught ſeveral both of z4cxpand his Cats, to dance, an 


 Tometinges, to divert bimſelf, — nora 
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with them, with a merrier Heart tlian many an one 


bas felt at at à Ball; for by the Care of Providence and 
Vigour of Youth, he came at laſt to conquer all the 
Inconveniences of Solitude and to be very ealy. 

He diverted himſelf fometimes ' (ſays Moore) with 


Contrivances to vary and increaſe his Stock of Tools ; * 


and ſometimes in clear Evenings, in counting the 
Stars.” 

Another Amuſement was purfuing the Goats merely 
for Exerciſe. During the whole of his Refidence, he 
kept an Account of about five hundred, which he had 

killed, and he caught about five hundred more, which 
he marked in the Ear, in order to know them again, 
and then let them go. His Manner of Life (ſays 
Walter) during his Solitude, was in moſt Particulars 
very Remarkable ; but there is one Circumſtance he re- 
lates, which was ſo ſtrangely verified by our own Ob- 
ſervation, that I cannot help reciting it. He tells ns, 


amongſt other Things, that as he often caught more 


Goats than he wanted, he ſometimes marked their 
Ears and let them go. This was about "thirty-two 
' Years before our Arrival at that Iſland. Now it hap- 
pened, that the firſt Goat that was killed by eur People 
at their Landing had his Ears flit, whence we con- 
cluded, tbat he had doubtleſs been formerly under the 


Power of Selkirk, This was indeed an Animal of a2 


moſt venerable AſpeR, dignified with an exceeding 
majeſlie Beard, and with many other Symptoms of 


Antiquity.” During our Stay on the Ifland, we met 


with others marked in the ſame Manner, all the Males 
being diſtinguiſhed by an Exuberance of Beard, and 
every” other Chatacteriſtie of extreme * But * 
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great Numbers of Goats, which former Writers de- 
fcribe, are very much diminiſhed : as the Spaniard: 
being informed of the Advantages which the Buca- 
niers and Privateers drew from the Praviſions which 
Goat's Fleſh here furniſhed them with, have put on 
Shore, great Numbers of large Dogs, who haye in- 
creaſed apace, and have deſtroyed all the Goats in the 
acceſſible Part of the Country; ſo that there now re- 
main only a few, amongſt the Crags and Precipices, 
where the Dogs cannot follow them. Theſe are di- 
vided into ſeparate Herds of twenty or thirty each, 
which inbabit diſtinct Faſtnefles, and never mingle 
with each other. By this Means we found it extremely 
difficult to kill them; and yet we were ſo deſirous of 
their Fleſh, which we all agreed much reſembled Ven- 
iſon, that we got Knowledge, I believe, of all their 
. Herds, and it was conceived, by comparing their Num- 
bers together, that they ſcarcely exceeded two hyndred 
upon the whole Iſland. We once had an Opportunity 
of obſerying a remarkable Diſpute betwixt a Herd of 
theſe Animals,. and a Number of Dogs ; for going in 
our Boat into the eaſtern Bay, we perccived ſome Dogs 
running very eagerly upon the Foot, and being willing 
to diſcover what Game they were after, we lay upon 
Hur Oars ſometime to view them, and at laſt faw them 
5 take to a Hill, where, looking a little further, we obſer- 
ved upon the Ridge of it an Herd of Goats which ſeemed 
dran up for their Reception. There was a very narrow 
Path ſkirted oa each Side by Precipices,,, on which the 
Maſter of the Herd poſted bimſelf fronting the Enemy, 
he reſt of the Goats being all behind him, where tbe 
Ground was more open. As this Spot was inacceſſible 
ay other Path, excepting where this Champion 
had 


— 
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hill with great Alacrity, yet when they came within 
about twenty Yards of him, they found they durſt not 


encounter bim, (for be would infallibly have driven 
them down the Precipice) but gave over the Chace, 
and quietly laid themſelves down, panting at a great 
Rate. Theſe Dogs are of various Kinds, ſome very 
large, and are multiplied to a prodigious Degree. As 
it is rare for Goats to fall in their Way, we conceived 
that they lived principally upon young Seals. | 


„ When they have deſtroyed the Creature g ; 
Utha) they tear. the Skin all round the Neck; then 


ſeizing it by the Head, and putting their Fore Feet 
between the Skin and the Fleſh, ſtrip it entirely off, 
and devour the Carcaſe.” 

Commodore Byron“ being at Mar a-fuera, in 1265, 
has the following Paſſage, © Our People killed and 
ſent off ſeyeral of the Goats, and I obſerved that one 
of them appeared to have been caught and marked, its 
right Ear being flit in a Manner that could not have 


bappened by Accident.” This Circumſtance is brought 


forward, in the Gentleman's Magazine, f againſt the 
Goats which Anſon's Men caught, having been under 
the Power of Selkirk, on the Suppoſition that others 


practiſed this Mode of Marking. But who ſhould do 


it at an Iſland fo little frequented as Ma/-a-fuera ? It 
moſt probably was accidental, though by Means, 
which Carteret could not account for. 


The ee of m_ whether ee 


Suſtenance, 
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* Not Carteret, as in Gent. Mag. + March, 1788. 
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Buienance, was, attended with, conſiderable. Danger. 
from the,Burrawy of the, Pardelas, lool Sail, and fud- 
den. Pregipices. The Northern, Fart of the Iſland, 
Where Selkirk. refided, Is compoſed. (ſays Waker) of. 
high craggy Hills, many of them, inacceſble, though 
generally covered with Trees. The, Seil of this Part. 
_ is. looſe and ſhallow, ſo. that very large Freeg on the, 
Hills ſoon periſh for want of Root, and are then cafily 
oyerturned ;, which occaſioned the unfortunate. Death 
of one of our Sailors, who being upon the Hills in 
ſearch of Goats, caught bold of a Tree ypon 4 Decli- 
vity, to aſſiſt him in his Aſcent, and this giving way, 
he immediately rolled down the Hill, and though in 
hig Fall be faſtened on another Tree of confiderable 
Bulk, yet that too gave way, and he fell amongfi the 
Rocks, and was daſhed to Pieces. Mr. Brett likewiſe 
met with an Accident only by reſting his Back againſt 
a Tree, near as large about as himſelf, which ſtood on 
a Slope ; for the Tree giving way, he fell to a con- 
fiderable Diſtance, though without receiving any J In- 

Jury.” | f 
© "Let us now ſee what befel Mr. Selkirk himſelf. 

He was one Day purſuing a Goat with much | eagerneſs, 
and made a Stretch to get bold or it on be Brink of a 
Precipice, of which he was not aware, the Buſbes eon- 
cealing it from him, and down they both fell from a 
great Height. Poor Alexander was ſo ſtunned and 
braiſed that he lay ſenſeleſs, narrowly eſcaping with his 
Life. Here he lay, according to Rogers's Account twenty 
four Hours, but according. to Szcele, abree Days, the 

Length of which Time he meaſured by the Moon's 
Growth ſince his * 3 This was the greateſt 
Diſaſter 


Did he met with, \ Ut l his Te: abode. When 
he recovered his Senſes, he found the Goat lying dead 
"under him. He was ſcarcely able to crawl to his Hut, 
and Was a Tong Time in performing the Journey, be- 
ing when he fell, about a Mile from Home, © At lat 
(ſays Cooke) no Help being to be expected, he crept 
; Home, and there by Degrees recovered of his Bruiſes, 


without the Aalen of Door, Surgeon, or Apothe- 
cary,” It was ten Days before he was able to fiir 


abroad again. 
It appears from Steeles Account that he did not 


neglect the practical Part of Aſtronomy, having lils 


Matliematical Inſtruments with him. 

In Ptoeeſs of Tithe he came to reliſh his Meat wel 
enough without Brend or Salt. The latter had Veen 
wade tiere by avi Men, but SIA t appests tb 


Had had no Knowledge of the Method of doing it. 


4A 
-: He, Frequently. * Mills on 
the Weſt. End of the Inland. which was low, flat, 
and barren, but abounde@with the fineſt Goats. How- 
ever, the Ridge running "croſs the Iſland from the 
— to the South confiſted of ſuch terrible 
recipices, that, notwithſtanding the Skill he bad 
acquired in climbing, he never durſt venture down. 
He ſoon wore out all his Shoes and Clothes by run- 
ning through the Woods, and not being able to con- 
.trive durable Shoes, though he had been bred to the 
— he was obliged to go barefoot, and in Time 
his Feet became ſo bard. that he ran w_ where with- 
out Injury. - 
To ſupply himſelf with other Clothes he dried Goat 
"Skins, and made himſelf a Coat or Jacket, Breeches, 
and a Cap. He ftitched them together with little 
Thongs of Goat Skin, which he cut out with his 
Knife, ufipg a Nail as his Needle, having no other. 
Thus dreſſed, he was enured to paſs through 
Woods, Buſhes, and Brambles, with as much care- 
leflveſs and Precipitance as any other Animal.” 
Having ſome Linen Cloth by bim, he made it into 
Shirts, ſewing them with the Nail, and, inftead of 
Thread, uſed the Worſted of his old Stockings, which 
be pulled out on Purpoſe. a 
Walking one Day along the Shore, he found ſome 
Trop, Hoops, which had been left there ; and when 
his Knife was worn to the Back, be made others as 
well as he could, beating the Pieces of Hoop thin, and 
grinding them upon Stones. One of theſe, which be 
e as a e, was about two Feet 
long. 


* Stocks, 


G 


Jong. It as, afterwards kept a. a Cariatity of the 
"Nathaniel daz, Kncient Print-Seller, Gras May's: 
Buildings, Weſtminifler, told me in 1798, chat be ſaw 
it there about 50 Years ago, and had it in his Hand. 


It had then changed its original ſimple Form, png ad 


Buck Handle, and Verſes being engraved upon it. 
% Having little to divert his Thoughts, he bd 


kept an exact Account of the Day of the Month and 


Week, all the Time of his Conſinement.“ Nur e 
ticular Method of this is not mentioned. f 

Having now detailed Mr. Se/kirk's Abbes 
during his Solitude, as far as ever Materials would 
help me on, [ ſhall add a few Particulars of the Na- 
tural Hiftory of Juan Fernandes. be 

It enjoys a fine wholeſome Air, + The Weter or 
which ſeveral Streams fall from the.Eminences into 
the Sea, is very light, creates an Appetite ; and, among 
other medicinal eee el is WY againſt In- 
digeſtiong.” 

All the Stones of the Ifland Gee erte 
Honeycombs. Whether it proceeds from the Quality 
of the Soil I will not determine. There were Stones 


on the Shore as white as Snow, ſome of them perforated. 


I went to a Brook where there is Plenty. I took up 
Pebbles of all-8orts of Colours. They had the Weight 
and Figure but not the Conſiſtence of formed Stones 


Nature it ſeems not having finiſhed ber Work. 
The Humming Bird, of various Colours; is about the 
Ne n 
24144 us 1 2 I 5 ger 
Cooke. ble, 
gon 1 
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ger than an ordinary Pin. Its Feathers moRily black. 
Some of them are of a fine Scarlet, and, as it were, 
{lightly burniſhed over with Gold.? 

Cooke mentions; Parſnips, as Part of Selkirt's pro- 
viſion. He found thete alſo a black Pepper, called 
Malagita, which was very good to expel Wind, and 
againſt the Griping of the Bowels. There were alſo 
imall black Plums, which were very good, but he 
found them very difficalt to procure, the Trees grow- 
ing on high Mountains and Rocks. He ſaw alſo Cot- 
ton Trees, aboye 60 Feet high, and near four Fathom 
round in the Stock.: Pimento was the beſt Timber, 
and moſt plentiful on the North Side of the Iſland, 
but very apt to ſplit till a little dried. | 

I ſhall now give a general Lift of the 00 and 
vegetable Productions of Juan Fernandez, as obſerved 
in Se/kirk's Time, by thoſe who were at the Iſland with 
bim, viz, Funnell. Dampier, Rogers, and Cooke. 

Amphibious Animals; Sca-Lions, and Seals. 

Fiſhes; Bonitos, Breams, Cavallies, Cod of a pro- 
digious Size, called alſo Rock Fith, Baccalaos, and 
Groopers ; Craw-Fiſh, Hakes, Pollock, Silver Fiſh, 
Snappers, and Old Wives. | 

_ Quadrupeds ; Goats, Cats, and Mats. 8 | 

Birds; Humming Birds, Pardelas, large Sea-Fowls, 
— what Thomas calls Albitroſſes, and 4 — 
Black Bing. 

Trees 3 Cabbage, Malagits: eee I ſop- 
poſe; the ſame as Cooke calls the Sandal, and Guinea 
Pepper, Black Plums, and Cotton Trees. 
| »>Vegetables ; Long Grals, * Creſſes, Parſnips, 
Turaips, 
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Turni ps, Parſley, Purſlain, Sithes, and an Herbs e 
in Fomentations. . M4 

Jo this Lift Shetvocke, Anſon, Paſte Thomis, ot 
Ulha, add the following: 

Spur Fiſh, Berrugates, Soles, Turbot, Jureles, per- 
haps what Shehvocke calls Conger Eels; Chimney 
Sweepers, Maids, Dog Fiſh, and Sharks. Paſcoe Thomas 
ſays he ſaw a very large Whale in the Bay, -N 
young one in its Company. 

Dogs, which never bark. We caught ſome of 4 
(ſays Uſha). and brought them on Board; but they 
never made any Noiſe till joined with ſome tame 
Dogs, and then indeed they began to imitate them, 
but in a ſtrange Manner, as if N a W 0 not 
natural to them.“ 

Thruſhes, Hawks, Owls,” Pintado Birds; and 1 
otber very beautiful Birds, deſcribed by Paſcoe Thomas. 

Spiders, which weave ſtrong Webs between the 
Trees. Nr i 

Italian iy My rtles, and Mountain: Aſh. 
Wild Sorrel, Fern, Pumpkins, Sicilian: Radiſhes, 
Clover, Wild Oats, Sour Docks, Sow Thiſtles, Mallows, 
Wood Crefles, Dandelion, and Nightſhade. Außen 
ſowedzthere Lettuces, Carrots, Plum, Apricot, aud 
Peach Stones, and afterwards beard chat ran 
very well. 

Selkirk ſaw no venomous or . ee een on the 
Iſland, nor became a Savage himſelf, as bas been in- 


ſinuated by Abbe Raynal, who is likewiſe erroneous as 


to Matters of Fat. ©* If we prefer our Condition 


(ays be*) to that of the Savages, it is becauſe 4 
d i 


* Setitl, E. and W. Indies. 
LA 
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Jil bas. made us iacapable- H. bearing ſome natural 

Hardſhips, which the Saxage is more expoted ta than 
e are, and becauſe we are attached to ſome Indul- 
gences that Cuſtom has made neceſſary to us. Even 
in the Vigour of Life, a civilized Man may acenfton 
himſelf to live among Sivages, and return to à State of 
Nature. We have an Inſtance of this in that Scofcb- 
min who was caff away on the Iſland of Ferfiandex, 
where he lived alone, and was happy as foon as be was 
ſo taken up with ſapplying his Wants, as to forget his 
own Country, his Language, Sis Name, and even the 
Articulation of Words; After four Years; be felt him- 
ſelf eaſed of the Burden of ſocial Life, when he had 
Joſt all Reflection or ay: of the paſt, and all 
n for the future.“ 

Wie have ſeen the good Effe that Solitude, Aber 
than a State of Nature, produced in the Minds of 
Davis's Men and Seikirk. They reformed from their 
paſt Courſes of Life, and became more happy. The 
former upon their Return to Society relapſed into their 
old Vices of Drinking and Swearing ; and one of them 
accuſed by his Conſcience, wiſhed biniſelf on the Iſland 
ngain : and the latter frequently bewailed his Return 
to the World.“ Nevertheleſs, in both Inſtances, their 
Sorrow did not ariſe from a Diſlike to Society itſelf, 
but to the Evils ſo commonly found among Men ia 
general. I will here tranſcribe a Paſſage from Dr. 
Beattie. 't A late French Writer ſays, he had be- 
come fo fond of the Savage State, that he was unwil- 
ling to quit it: Zut this is not true. The Frenob Writer 
either confounds the real Story of Seſtiri with a fabn- 
21 0 lous 
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lous Account of one Philip Al written after Robin- 
ſen Cruſoe, of which it is a paltry Imitation; or wilfully 
milrepreſents the Fact, in Order to juſtify as far as he 
4s able, an idle Conceit, which fince the Time of 
Rouſſeau, has been in Faſhion among infidel and affect - 
ed Theotiſts om the Continent, that ſavage Life is 
moſt natural to us, and that the more a Man reſembles 
a Brute in his Mind, Body, and Behaviour, the hap- 
pier he becomes and the more perfect. 

I ſhall now apply a few more Lines from Thomfon's 

Agamemmom to the Caſe of Mr. Selkirk, whom we have 
ſeen advancing from the Depths of Melancholy to a 
State of 8 and Tranquility. ad 


0 What cannot lenient gentle Time perform 11. 

I ate my lonely Meal without a Tear; 3 
Nor figh'd to ſee the dreadful Night deſcend. 

In my own Breaſt, a World within myſelf, _ 

In Streams, in Groves, in ſunny Hill and Shade ; "i 
In all that blooms with vegetable Life, bg 
Or joys, with kindred auimal Senſation ; 

In the full-peopled Round of azure Heaven; 
Whene er I, ſtudious, look d I ſound Companions : : 
Thus of the great Community of Nature 

A Denizen I liv'd ; and oft, in Hymns, 

And rapturous Thought, even with ©, my God” conyers d: 
That not diſdains ſometimes the walks of Man, 
$0 paſs'd the Time, when, 1o! within my Call, 
Amir d the Ship, which Hope had often promis d. 92 


We have ſeen how inſtrumental Capt. Dampier * 
— Mr. Se/kir#s Solitude. It is very, Ru- 
"gular, tat dyibe Quidicca of an oyerxuling Providence 
b 13 be 
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he ſhould alſo be the Means of his Deliverance. The 
War ſtill continuing, he addreſſed himſelf, in 1708, to 
ſome Merchants at Briffel, who exatnined his Propoſals 
with Attention, and thought him ſo likely to prove a 
good Pilot, though he had been au unlucky Captain, 
that they determined to ſit out two Ships at bis In- 
ſtance, nib . viz, the Date and 
Durch. | 

The Duke carried 30 Guns, and was commanded by 

Capt. Moodle Rogeri. The ſecond Captain was Dr. 
"Thomas Dover, Inventor of the famous Powder whicl 
bears bis. Name; Mr. Nalert Pry, Chief Lieutenant; 
Milliam Dampier, . Pilot for the  Sozth-Seas, who had 

been three Times there already, and twice round the 

World; and h Bullets, (Dampier late Surgeon i in 

the Se. George) third Mate. 

The Dutcheſs carried 26 Guns, Stephen Courtney, Cap. 
tain; Edzvard Cooke, Second Captain; aud Simm 
Harley, third Mate. 

On the 15th of J une, 1708, they towed down from 
Hung - Road, near Briffol, to Ning- Road. From hence 
they ſailed Aug. 1ſt. in Company with ſeveral other 
Ships, and arrived at Corke on the 6th. / Moft of us, 
the Chief Officers, (ſays Rogers) embraced this Trip of 
Privateering round the World, to retrieve the Loſſes we 
bad fuftained by the Enemy. Our Complement of 
Sailors in both Ships was 333, of which above one 

Third were Foreigners from moſt Nations; near one 

Half of her Majeſty's SubjeQs on Board were Tinkers, 


Taylors, V2 Hay-Makers, North Brigh Pedlars, Ir i 
Adlers and Pipers, one Negro, and about ten Boy” 
They failed io the Southward September Iſt, and on 


the 


| 
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the 16th arrived at the Canaries, where they tobk a 
ſmall aa Bark; On the tk they reached the 
Cage ie Verde ants, wee. Noveriber Bt by anchored 
& the [fiend of Sum, in Brews. December 2d, 
they ſulled for Jun Fernandes, and having in rai 
child a Horned Ship; nav Falllend Ilands, 
Chris; and bete brate New. Vente Day, — 
Tub of bot Puneb, they paſſed Cape Horn, January 1 
1708; in Lt, Gr. 125 r enn, N 
: 05 . tut B of Simuaey, wey Gims ie Might er [ 
the Dewwinions of Arama Selkirk, who ſaw the 
qpproadhing; and picying they were Ergihs, 88 Won | 
as Beeniug wems on, wache 4 Fire, as 4 Signal that | 
Muddy een eb. The Colteraatigh that this 
occaſioned 1s thus related by Rogers. | 
February 1. About two yeſterday in the Aſter- , 

602 we hoilted our Pinnace out. Capt. Dover, with - 
the Boat's Crew went in her to go aſhore, though we 
could not be leſs than four Leagues off. As ſoon as 
the Pinnace was gone, I went on Board the Dutcheſs, | 0 
who admired our Boat attempted to go on Shore at 
that Diſtance from Land: twas againſt my. Inclivation, 
but to oblige Capt. Dover, I conſented to let ber — 1 
As ſoon as it was dark, we ſaw a Light afhore ; L 
Boat was then about a League from the Iſland, — | 
bore away for the Ships as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Light. 
We put out Lights abroad for the Boat, though ſome 
were of opinion the Lights we ſaw were.our Boat's 
Lights ; bat as Night came on, it appeared too lar 
for that. We fired one Quarter-Deck Gun and ſeveral 
Muſkets, nn * in our Mizen and Fore- 


Shrouds, 


Shrouds, that our Boat might find us, whilſt we plied 
In the Lee of the Iſland. About two in the Morning,“ 
our Boat came on Board, having been two Hours on 
Board the Durche/s, that took them up aſtern of us. 
We were glad they got well off, becauſe it began to 
blow. We are all convinced the Light is on the Shore, 
and deſign to make our Ships ready to engage, belier- 
ing them to be French Ships at Anchor, and we muſt 
"either fight them or want Water,” &c, + All this 

Stir and Apprehenſion aroſe, as we afterwards found, 

from one poor naked Man, who paſſed in our Imagi- 

nation, at preſent, for a Spaniſh Garriſon, a Body of 
 Prenchmen, or a Crew of Pirates, 
Don Antonio de Ulha, met with a ſimilar Alarm 


| here, i in 1 743, but from a different Cauſe, We put 
to 


*C 4 . " : © 4 
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to Sea (ſays he) on the th of February, and made; an 
the 20th, the Iſland of De Tierra de Juan Fernandes, 
and at Half an Hour after Ten, as we were plying to 
windward along the Coaſt, and ſanding towards the 
Iſland, which then bore two Leagues Weſt from us, 
ve ſaw on the Top of one of the Mountains a bright 
Light, which ſurprized us the more, as on the follow- 
ing Day we ſaw no Traces of any Ship's being in the 
Port fince we Jeft it. I had a very clear View of it 
from the Inflant it began, and obſerved that at firſt it 


was very ſmall; and increaſed, fo as to form a Flame 


like that of a Flambeau. The full Vigour of its Light 


laſted about three or four Minutes, when it diminiſhed. 


in the ſame gradual Manner it bad increaſed, It did 
not appear again all the next Night, nor had we du- 
ring the whole Time we were at an Anchor in the 
Port, any View of ſuch. a Phenomenon. We ſent 
ſome of our People on Shore to examine all the Moun- 
tains, and other Parts of the Ifland, and they ſpent 
ſeveral Nights on that and the adjacent Mountains, 
but could not diſcover the leaſt Veſtige of any Fire. 
As I knew. the Iſland to be abſolutely deſolate, the 
ſanguine Colour of the Flame, inclined me to think 
there 1wight be ſome Volcano; but having never ſeen 
any thing of that Kind before, nor heard from others 
that there was ever any Eruption, I was far from being 
tenacious of my Opinion. We had indeed all our 
Conjectures; but the Difficulty was not cleared up till 
my fifth and laſt Voyage to this Iſland, when Don 


Joſeph Pizarro ſent ſome People on Shore to take an 
acctrate Survey of this Place, and the Ground was 


found to be burnt full of Fiſſures and hot, which veri- 


fied my firſt Opinion of a Volcano.” To 
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+ To return to Rogers. * We ftood on the Back-Side 
along the South End of the Iſland, in order to lay in 
with the firft ſoutherly Wind, which Capt. Dampicr 
told us generally blows there all Day long. February 
It in the Morning, being paſt the Iſland, we tacked 
to lay ĩt in cloſe aboard the Land; and about ten o· Clock 
opened the South End of the Iſland, and ran cloſe 
aboard the Land that begins to make the North-Eaft 
Side. We fill continued to reaſon upon this Mat- 
ter; and it is in a Manner incredible, what ſtrange 
Notions many of our People entertained from the Sight 
of the Fire upon the Iſland. It ſerved, however, to 
tſhew People's Tempers and Spirits ; and we were able 
to give a tolerable Gueſs how our Men would behave, 
in Caſe” there really were any Enemies upon the 
Tland. f The Flaws came heavy off Shore, and we 

were forced to reef our Top-Sails, when we opened 

the Middle Bay, f where we expected to find our 

Enemy, but ſaw all clear, and no Ships in that nor 

the ober Bay h next the Vorth Ne End. We gueſſed 

there had been Ships there, but that they were gone 
on Sight of us. We ſent our Yall aſhore about Noon, 
with Capt. Dover, Mr. Fry, and fix Men, all armed. 

Mean while we and the Darcheſt kept turning to get 

in, and ſuch heavy Flaws came off the Land, that we 

were forced to let fly our Topſail-Sheet, keeping all 
Hands to ſtand by our Sails, for fear of the Winds 
carrying them away: but when the Flaws were gone, 

Ve bad little or no Wied. Our Boat did not return. 

So we ſent our Pinnace with the Men armed, pron 
r * 2 7 10 . +: 0 
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what was the Occaſion of the Yall's Stay; for nome | 


were afraid that the Spaniards had a Garriſon there, 
and might have ſeized them. We put out a Signal 
for our Boat, and the nde ſnewed a French 
Enſign.” 


January 31ſt, in the Afternoon, Capt. Dover went off 
in the Pinnace to get ſome Provifions aſhore, and find 
the beſt Place to anchor in. In the Evening we ſaw 


a Fire on the Shore, which made us conelude there 
were Ships in the Road; therefore made a Signal for 
the Boat, and ſhe returned aboard at Twelve at Night. 


We ſtood to the Southward all Night. 


Tueſday Feb. 1ſt. In the Morning tacked and ood 


to the Weſtward, but the Wind ſhrinking and blow- 
ing off the Iſland in Squalls, could not get in till eight 
in the Evening. All this Day had a clear Ship, hoping 
to get ſome Purchaſe, but ſaw no Veſſel, only one Man 
aſhore with a white Enfign, which made us conclude 
that ſome Men had been left there by ſome Ship. 
The Duke's Boat went aſhore and found one Alexander 
Selkirk, He was clothed in a Goat-Skin Jacket, 
Breeches, . and r. ſewed together yd: n af 

the ſame. | 
+ The Dole and Dutcheſs Frigates coming up to the 
Iſland, as was ſaid, there appeared a Man waving a 
white Flag, which was the Stranger, becauſe the Iſland 
is known not to be inhabited. Some Officers went in 
the Duke's Boat, and coming near the Shore, heard 
bim ſpeak to them in Engh/h. They called to him to 


Cre: wy Place to come to an Anchor, and 


i) 4» not; wi id ale 
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to nd. He gave them Directions, and then ran 
along the Shore, in Sight of the Boat, ſo ſwiftly, that 
the native Goats could not have outſtripped bim. 
When come to the Place, he faluted the new Comers 
with much Joy, being ſatisfied they were Eng/ifh, and 
they in Return, invited him aboard. He firſt enquired 
whether a certain Officer, that he knew, was aboard, 
and hearing that be was, would rather have choſen to 
remain in his Solitude, than come ne away with bim. till 
informed that he did not command. Then the Officers 
that were in the Boat, went aſhore, whom he invited 
to his Habitation. The Way to it was very mach hid 
and uncouth. Only Capt. Fry bore him Company. 
Having with much Difficulty, climbed up and crept 
down” many Rocks, he came at laſt into a pleaſant 
Spot of Ground, full of Graſs and furnithed with 
Trees, where he ſaw two ſmall Huts indifferently 
built, the one being the nt: en and he other 
the Kitchen.” 

Mr. Fry ſaw likewiſe'bis Kettle, Spe! Bedfiead and 
Goat-Skin Bed, and a Number of tame Goats about 
his Habitation, as already defcribed. - 
Capt. Cooke proceeds, © He had provided ſome of 
his Goat's Fleſh to entertain his Gueſts, which after 
their long Run at Sea, from the Illand Grande round 
Caps Hern, wes: no ſwall Dainty. They had much 
Difficulty to perſuade bim to venture bimſelf aboard, 
fo great was the Averſion he had conceived againſt 
the Officer aforeſaid: yet upon Promiſe of being re- 
fed to bis former Dwelling, if not fatisfied; be at 
length eomplied, and found ſuch Entertainment, as 


wade him no longer foud of his — Retreat. He 


7 
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had kept an exact Account of the Day of the Month A 
and Week, all the Time of his Confinement, and told = 
it to ſeveral of our Officers, when they firſt came to us 
him on the Ifland.” | | 
« When the Ship came in (ſays Szeele) he re- 
ceived them with the _greateſt Indif Indifference, with 


Relation to the Proſpect of going off with them, but q 


with great SatiafaGion in an Opportunity to refreſh, b 
and help them,” This Indifference muſt have ariſen | 8 


from the Circumſtance of the Officer, who I think it 
cannot be doubted, was poor Dampier, the Author of 
his Misfortunes, but who to his Praiſe, gave Selkirk a 
good Character to Capt. Rogers. Nevertheleſs Moore, 
upon I know not what Authority, afſerts © He had an 
irreconcilable Averſion to an Officer on Board the 
Cinque Ports, who, as he was informed, was on Board 
the Duke, but not being a Principal in Command, he 
was prevailed upon to wave that Circumſtance, and to 
accompany Capt. Dampier, for whom he had a Fricnd- G 
hip.“ ” 
No doubt Mr. Se/kirk was alſo known by Mr. B. 
let, Dampier's late Surgeon ; but this is not mentioned; 
I ſhall therefore cloſe the Hiftory of his Refidence 5 
here in the Words of Capt. Modes Rogers, to whom be ; 
has not yet been introduced. ' 
Our Pinnace returned from the Shore, and brought | 
abundance of Craw-Fiſh, with a Man clothed in Goat= ® 
Skins, who looked wilder than the firſt Owners of 
them. He had been on the Iſland four Yea four 
Months, being left there by Capt. Stradling. 
Name was Alexander Seltirk, Maſter of the Cinque 
Ports. Capt. Dampicr told me that this was Ut beft 
| K Man 


( 110 ) 


Man in her; ſo I immediately agreed with him to be 
a Mate on Board our Ship. _ 

He had his laft Shirt on when we found him. At 
his firſt coming on Board us, he had ſo much forgot 
his Language for want of Uſe, that we could ſcarce 
underſtand him, for he ſeemed to ſpeak his Words by 
Halves. We offered him a Dram, but he would not 
Touch it, having drank nothing but Water fince his 
being there; and it was ſome Time before he could 
reliſh our Victuals. | | | 

We did not get to Anchor till fix at Night, on Feb. 
Iſt, and then it fell calm: we rowed and towed into 
the Anchor Ground about a Mile off Shore; 45 Fa- 
thom Water, clean Sandy Ground. The Current lets 
moſtly along Shore to the Southward. We deſigned to 
have ran farther in, and new moored, but Mr, Selkirk 
informed us, that this Month proves the faireſt in the 
Year ; but he warned us to be on our Guard againſt 
the Wind, off Shore, which blew. very firong ſome- 
times. 

Feb. 2. This Morning we cleared up Ship and 
bent our Sails, and got. them aſhore to mend, and 
make Tents for our fick Men. The Governor (though 
we might as well bave named him the abſolute Mon- 
arch of the Iſland) for ſo we called Mr. Selkirk, caught 
us two. Goats, He ran with wonderful ſwiftneſs 
through the Woods and up the Rocks and Hills, as we 
perceived when we employed him, We had a Bull- 
Dog, which we ſent with ſeveral of our nimbleſt Run- 
ners, to help him in catching Goats : but he diftanced 
and tired both the Dog and the Men, IV. the 


Goo gud brought them to us on bis Back. | 
It 
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n vas ſome Time before he could wear Shoes after 
we found him-; for not being uſed to any ſo long, his 
Feet ſwelled, when he came firſt to wear them again. 
The Goats make excellent Broth, mixed with Tur- 
nip-Tops and other Greens, for our fick Men, being 
twenty-one in all, but not above two that we account 
dangerous. The Dutcheſs has more Men fick, and in 
a worſe Condition than ours. In the Afternoon we 
got as many of our Men aſhore, as could be ſpared 
from clearing and fitting our Ship, to wood and water, 
Our Sail-makers are all mending our Sails, and I lent 
the Dutcheſs one to alliſt them. 
Feb. 3. This Morning we got our Smith's Forge 
put up aſhore, ſet our Coopers to work in another 
Place, and made a little Tent for myſelf to have the 
Benefit of the Shore. The Dutcheſs has alſo a Tent for 
K 2 their 
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their fick Men; ſo that we have a little Town of our 
ewn here, and every Body is employed. A few Men 


ſupply us all with Fiſh of ſeveral Sorts, all very good 
as Silver Fiſh, Rock Fiſh, Pollock, Cavallos, Oldwives, 
and Craw-Fiſh in ſuch Abundance, that in a few 
Hours we could take as many as would ſerve ſome 
Hundreds of Men. There were Sea-Fowls in the Bay 
as large as Geeſe, but they eat Fiſhy. 

The Governor never failed of getting us two or three 
Goats a Day for our fick Men; by which, with the 
Help of the Greens and the Goodneſs of the Air, they 
recovered very faſt of the Scurvy, which was their ge- 
neral Diſtemper. It was very pleaſant aſhore among 
the green Pimento Trees, which caſt a refreſhing 
Smell. Our Houſe was made by putting up a Sail round 


four of them, and covering it at Top with another 
| Sail: 
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Sail: ſo that Capt. Dover and I both thought it a very 
agreeable Seat, the Weather bing neither too hot nor 
too cold. — 

We ſpent our Time till the 10th in refitting our 
Ships, taking Wood on Board, and laying up Water, 
that which we brought from England and St. Vincent 
being ſpoiled by the Badneſs of the Caſks, We like- 
wiſe boiled up about 80 Gallons of Sea-Lion's Oil, as 
we might have done ſeveral Tons, had we been pro- 
vided with Veſfels. We refined and ſtrained it for the 
Bſe of our Lamps and to ſave our Candles; though Sai- 
lors ſometimes uſe it to fry their Meat, when ſtraitened 
for want of Butter, and ſay 'tis agreeable enough. The 
Men who worked aſhore on our Rigging eat young 
Seals, which they preferred to our Ship's Victuals, and 

faid was as good as Engliſh Lamb; though for my ow] 
Part, I ſhould have been glad of ſuch an Exchange.“ 

We made what Haſte we could to get all Necef- 
faries on Board, being willing to loſe no Time; for 
we were informed at the Canaries, that five ſtout 
French Ships were coming together to theſe Seas.“ 

* Feb. 11th. Yeſterday in the Evening having lit- 
tle or nothing to do with the Pinnace, we ſent her to 
the South End of the Ifland to get Goats. The Gover- 
nor told us, that during his Stay he could not get 
down to that End from the Mountains where he lived, 
they were ſo ſteep and rocky ; but that there were 
abundance of Goats there, and that Part of the Iſland 
was plainer. Capt. Dampier, Mr. Glendal; and the 
Governor, with ten Mea, ſet out in Company with 

the Duttbeſi's Boat and Crew, and ſurrounded a great 
Parcel of Goats, which are of a larger Sort, and not ſo 
K3 wild: 
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wild as thoſe on the bigher Part of the Iſland, here 
the Governor lived; but not leoking well to them they 
eſcaped over the Cliff: ſo that inſtead of catching 
above an Hundred, as they might eaſily have done 
with a little Precaution, they returned this Morning 
with only ſixteen large ones, though they ſaw above a 
Thouſand. If any Ships come again to this Iſland, 
the beſt Way is to keep ſome Men and Dogs at that 
Part of the Iſland, and ſending a Boat to them once 
in twenty-four Hours they may victual a good Body 
of Men; and no Doubt but among thoſe Goats they 
may find ſome Hundreds with Mr. Selkirk's Ear- 
Mark.” 

Gooke's Account is, © Our Boats on Thurſday the 
10th, went to the South Eaſt Point of the Land to 
catch Goats alive, but meeting with wet Weather and 
their Time deing ſhort, they. took few, though they 
faw Abundance, very large and fat, and yet this is the 
barreneſt Part. The Men could get no Water, and fo 
returned again on Friday Night,” 

To return to Rogers. In this Bay where we rode, 
there is Plenty of good Water and Wood, The beſt 
Water is in a ſwall Cove about a good Muſket Shot 
tothe Raf ward. It is for the moſt Part calm at Night, 
only now and then a Flaw blows from the high Land 
wer us. Near the Rocks there are very good Fiſh of 
feveral Sorts, particularly large Craw-Fith under the 
\Rotks eaſy to be caught: alſo Cavallies, Gropers, and 

ther good Fiſh in fo great Plenty, that I never ſaw 
tbe like, but nt the boſt Fiſhing Sea ſon in Nexwfound- 
dand.. There is. Abundance of good Herbs, beſides an 
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uſcfuF to our Surgeons for Fomentations. Tis not 
much unlike Feverfew, of a very grateful Smell like 
Balm, but of a ſtronger and more cordial Scent. We 
gathered many large Bundles of it, dried them in the 
Shade, and ſeat them on Board; beſides great Quan- 
tities that we carried in every Morning to ſtrew the 
Tents, which tended much to the ſpeedy Recovery of 
dur fick Men, of whom none died but two belonging 
to the Dutcheſs, viz. Edward Wilts and Chriſtopher 
Wilkanes.” | 

© The Seals lined the Shore very thick for above Half 
a Mile round the Bay. When we came in they kept 
a continual Noiſe Day and Night, ſo that we heard 
them aboard, though a Mile from the Shore. Ano- 
ther ſtrange Creature here is the Sea-Lion. I faw 
ſeyeral of theſe vaſt Creatures upwards of ſixteen Feet 
long. and more in Bulk, ſo they could not weigh leſs 
than a Ton. I took Notice of ſome that lay a Week, 
without once offering to move out of the Place whilſt L 
was there, till they were diſturbed by us. We found 
no Land Bird on the [fland, but a Sort of Blackbied 
with a red Breaſt, —————— 
and the Hutaming Bird.” 

* Feb. 12. — we hart ht remade 
Sails, got the laſt Wood and Water aboard, brought off 
our Men, and got every Thing ready to depart. im 
the Afternoon we ſent our Yawl a fiſbing, and got near 
200 large Fiſh, =] We e , 
ſor our future Spending.” 
| 7 8 
24,204 had a fair (pleaſant Gale at South South Nuſt. 


| 


| 
: 


| 


( 116 \) 


alone, and Capt. Dampier talks of a Moftito Indian, 


who lived here three Years, and ſhifted much in the 
ſame Manner as Mr. Se/kirk, © But whatever there is 
in theſe Stories, this of Mr. Seit I know to be true; 
and his Behaviour afterwards gives me Reaſon to be- 
heve the Account he gave me how he ſpent his Time, 
and bore up under ſuch an Affliction, in which No- 
thing but the divine Providence could have ſupported 
any Man. By this one may fee that Solitude and Re- 
tirement from the World is not ſuch an unſufferable 
State of Life. as. moſt Men imagine, eſpecially when 
People are fairly called or thrown into-it unavoidably, 
as this Man was; who in all Probability muſt otherwiſe 
have perithed in the Seas, the Ship which left him be- 
ing caſt away not long after, and few of the Company 
eſeaped. We may perceive by this Story the Truth of 
the Maxim; That Neceſſity is the Mother of Invention, 
fincehe found Means to ſapply bis Wants in a very 
natural Manner, ſo as to maintain his Life, though 
not ſo conveniently, yet as effectually as we are able 
to do with the Help of all our Arts and Society. It 
may likewiſe inftra& us, how much-a plain and tem- 
perate Way of Living conduces to the Health of the 
Body; and the Vigour of the Mind; both which we are 
apt to deſtroy by Exceſs and Plenty, eſpecially of 
ſtrong Liquor, and the Variety as well as the Nature 
of our Meat and Drink: for this Man, when he came 
to our ordinary Method of Diet and Life, though be 
was ſober enongh, loſt much of his Strength and Agi- 
Amy. But I muſt quit theſe Reflections, which are 
mure proper fora Philoſopher and Divine than a Mari- 
ner, and retum to my own Subject. So far Hoger, 
£202 who 
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who afterwards acknowledges his Miſtake in ſaying 
the Cingue Ports was caſt away and moſt of the Men 
drowned. . | 

Thus Alexander Selkirk abdicated his Dominions, 
where he had been abſolute Monarch of, perhaps, the 
moſt delightful Ifland in the World. He took on 
Board with him his Seaman's Cheſt, Muſket, one of 
his long Knives or Choppers, and, moſt probably, other 
Articles. The Goats could very well ſpare him, but 
he was doubtleſs lamented by his Cats, to whom No- 
thing remained bat to mew out. their Sarrows, and re- 
taru to their former wild State. 
Had he not come away when he did, be would 
probably bave fallen into the Hands of the Spaniards, 
horn he fo mach dreaded; for in 1712, the St. Charles, 
a French Ship, bought by the Sparrards, was caſt away 
here; as it was coming to lade Bacallao or Salt Edd, of 
which ſome French Men had a Fiſhery bere, under 
the Direction of one Apremont, The Ship ſtruck on a 
Shoal; ſo near the Land, that all the Men were ſaved. 
Some of them ventured to goin their Boat to Vaiparaifs 
to deſire the Governor to ſend a Ship to fetch off the 
Fiſhermen left on the Iſland, and lade what dry Fiſh 


they bad. So he ſent the Se. Dominic, a Spani/ie Ship 


newly come from Callao, which went and returned in 
October.“ | 
Having related the Hiſtory of his Predeceffors, and 
his on Reign of Four Years and four Months, I ſhall 
ſay Something of thoſe who ſucceeded him, butfof 

wont of Materials ſhall neceſſarily be coneiſ · 
Capt, Clipperton, who had ſailed with Se/kizk to Tas 
bags 
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bago, as already related, arrived at Juan Fernandez 
again in the Sure, on the 7th of Sept. 1719, where he 
was to wait a Month for Capt. Shetvocke's Arrival. 
About the 22d+4 the Beauty and Fertility of the Iſland, 
compared with the Dangers and Ditficulties they were 
ſure to meet with in the Soul- Seas, tempted. four of 
the Men to enter into a Scheme for remaining in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſo valuable a Country. In Purſuance of 
which they actually ran away from the Sbip, and be- 
took themſelves tothe Mountains. For the firſt five Days 
they were very hard put to it, being forced to ſubſiſt 
wholly on the Cabbage Trees of which they found great 
Plenty. But having by good Fortune one Night found 
: ſome Fire which had been left by the Goat Hunters, 
it ſerved them in good Stead for they were now able 
to dreſs their Fiſh, and ſatisfy their Hunger. 
+-3<,Qcober-Gth, Captain Mitcbel with ſome more of 
our Officers (ſays Taylir went in the Pinnace to the Eaſt 
Part of the Iſland to look for four of our Men, who have 
abſented a Fortnight: two of which Men they found 
in the Cuſtody of the Goat Hunters, having met with 
them when in Purſuit of their Game; ſaying they had 
greater Difficulty in ſecuring theſe Fellows, than in 
killing double the Number of Goats ; for at firſt they 
were forced to fire ſeveral Times at them Renee they 
would ſurrender. . 
Od. 7th. Got all our people off the INland ir into the 
Launch, with moſt of the Things we had on Shore; 
kaving the two Men that ran away to take Poſſeſſion 
of Alexander Selkirk's Habitation. At five this Morning 
unmoored, and at eight weighed.” N 
e Clipperton 


| t Harris. t Journal, in Betagl. 
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..*.Clipperton, before he weighed, ſent Capt. Mitche# 
aſhore to ſet up a Croſs, ' burying at the Foot of it a 
Bottle, in which was a Letter for Shelvocke, but being 
afraid that the two Men might miſchievouſly pull the 
Croſs down, he bad the following Inſcription carved in 
the Bark of one of the largeſt Trees fr preſenting 
Wes at the Landing Place. ; 


© Captain 1 
Magee. 
1719. 
Clpperton's Sirname was omitted becauſe the Sham 


iards knew him. Magee was their Surgeon. After 


they | left Juan Fernandez they took more Prizes than 
they had Power to keep, for on the 20th of November, 


while they were purſuing another, the Spaniards on 


Board one, called the Roſary, roſe upon the Engi/b 
and ran the Veſſel. aſhore, The Men were carried 
Priſoners to Lima, and one of them, being examined 
by the Viceroy, told bim of the Letter and Men left. 
at Juan Fernandez. Upon this the Viceroy fitted out. 


a ſmall Veſſel under Monſ. Thaylet, who failing to the 
Iſland, brought away the Bottle and Letter, and the 


two Men, who thought proper to ſurrender, after * 
ing been there about two Months. 

Shelvacke arri ved in January, 1720, and — the 
Inſcription. He came here again in May and loſt his 
Ship, the Speectuell, as many imagined wiffedly, in Or- 
der to defraud the Owners, He ſays, Words cannot 
expreſs the wretched Condition they were in, or the 


Dread ther wel upon them of ſtarving on the 8 
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ed Iſle they were thrownupon. On the contrary, Be:agy 

| aſſerts, that he had often ſaid, It was not difficult 
a living at Juan Fernandez,'if a Man ſhould accidentally 
be thrown there, ſince Mr. Sellirt had continued upon 
it four Years by himſelf.” They built a Bark out of the 
Wreck, but the Officers were ſo diſcontented, that if 

Shetvocke aſked them what they were about, and why 

they diverted the People from their Work, one would 

- anſwer, that he did not know whether be ſhould go 

off the Iſland or no, if the Bundle of Boards was ready: 

others told him, they did not care how Matters went, 
they could thift for themſelves as well as the reft. At 
length a Party aroſe who purpoſed to ſtay on the Iſland. 
Theſe to the Number of Twelve ſeparated from the 

reſt, and never appeared, except in the Night, when 

they uſed to come about the Tents and Work, to ftea! 

Powder, Lead, and Axes, or whatever they could lay 
Hands on; bat in a little Time Shefvocke found Means 

to manage them, and took away all their Arms, Am- 
munition, and other Plunder, threatening that if they 
were found within Mufket Shot of the Tents, they 
ſhould be treated as Enemies. At length the Bark was 
launched October 5th, and named the Recovery, and 
the next Evening they departed, leaving eleven of the 
Deſerters on Shore, who were deaf to all Perſuaſions, 
and, in ſhort, ſent Word, *' That they were not yet pre | 
fared for the other World." | 

Their Names were John Wiſdom, Joſeph Monen, 
Willam Blew, | John Riddleclay, Edmund Hyves, Daniel 

Harvey, William Giddy, John Robjokn, Thomas Hawke, 

James Row, and Jacob Bowden. Thirteen Blacks and In- 
Sam alſo continued with them, Thus Juan Fernandes 
" from 
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Several Writers ſpeak of the Utility and Importance 
of Juan Fernandezas a Settlement, but I ſhall only tranſ. 
erĩibe a Paſſage from Raynal. In this ſmall Spot there is 
aclearSky, pure Air, excellent Water, andevery Vegeta- 
ble that is deemed a Specific againſt the Scurvy. It has 
appeared from Experience, that all Sorts of European 
and American Corn, Fruit, and Quadrupeds, will ſuc- 
ceed there extremely well ; the Coafts abound with 
Filh, and there is a good Harbour. The Spaniard, at 
length convinced that the Precaution they had taken 
to deſtroy the Cattle, they bad placed there, is inſuf- 
ficient to Keep off their Enemies, muft build a Fort on 
the Iſland.” That military Poſt will become an uſeful 
Settlement, if the Court of Madrid will but attend to 
her own Intereſt. The Plan which we have done no- 
thing more than ſuggeſt, would evidently tend to 
promote the Trade, the Navigation, and the Greatneſs 
of Spain. The Connections that Ruſſia keeps up with 

* China by Land, can never acquire the ſame Degree of 
Importance.” The Idea which Rayna/ ſuggeſted bas 
been put into Execution, though I cannot aſcertain the 
exact Year in which it was fortified, but it was before 
1700. By Accounts received from Spain, in Septem- 
ber, 1768, it is ſaid to have ſuffered greatly from an 
Earthquake. The following Extract is from Carteret's 
Voyage. May 10th, 1767, we made the Iſland of 
Juan Fernandes; in the Afternoon we opened Cumber- 
und Bay. As I did not know that the Spaniards had forti- 

- fied this Iſland, I was greatly ſurprized to ſee a con- 

' fiderable Number of Men about the Beach, with a 
Houſe and four Pieces of 9 near the Water 
Side, 
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Side, and a Fort about three Hundred Yards farther 
from the Sea, juſt upon the Rifing of the Hill, with 
Spanz/b Colours flying upon the Top of it. This Fort, 
which is faced with Stone, has eighteen or twenty 
Embraſures, and within it a long Houſe, which I ſup- 
poſed to be Barracks for the Garriſon. Five and twenty 
or thirty, Houſes of different Kinds are ſcattered round' 
it, and we ſaw much Cattle feeding on the Brow of 
the Hills, which ſeemed to be cultivated, as many 
Spots were divided by Encloſures from each other. 
We faw alſo two large Boats lying on the Beach. The 
Gufts of Wind which came right out of this Bay, 
prevented my going ſo near as I intended. As we 
ſtood croſs the Bay to the Weſtward, one of the Boats 
put off from the Shore, and rowed towards us; but 
perceiving that the Gufts or Flaws made us lie at a 
confiderable Diſtance from the Land, ſhe went in 
again. We then opened Vi Bay, on the Eaft Part of 
which, cloſe to the Sea Side, is a ſmall Houſe, which 
I took for a Guard Houſe ; and two P'2ces of Can- 
non mounted upon their Carringes, without any Works 
about them. We now wore, and ſtood again'for Cum 
berland Bay, but as ſoon as we opened it, the Boat agnin 
put off, and made towards us; as the hard Guſts would 
not permit us to come any nearer to the Land than 
before, we flood along it to the Eaſtward, the Boat ſtill 
making after us, till ſhe was very far out of the Bay, 
At length it grew dark, and we loſt Sight of her, upon 
which we made all the Sail we could te the Eaſt- 
ward,” 
Mr. Alexander Selkirk, now Second Mate on Board 
the Duke, left the Iſland of Juan Fernand:z, on Sunday, 
| L 2 February 
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February 13th, 1709, and on the 17th he firſt ſaw the 
Main Land again, very high with Snow on the Top, 
being the Cordilleras, Rogers thought them not in- 
ferior to the Pike of Tenerife. 

March 15. They ſaw a Sail, which the Duccheb, 
being neareſt, ſoon took. She was a little Veſſel of 
about 16 Tons, belonging to Payta, and bound to 
Cheripe for Flour, with a ſmall Sum of Money on Board 
to purchaſe it. The Maſter's Name was Antonio Helia- 
gat, a Muſtees, the Son of an Indian and Spaniard. He 
had eight Men, one of them a Spaniard, one a Negro, 
and the reſt Indians. © They informed us (ſays Rogers) 
that Capt. Strading's Ship foundered on the Coaſt of 
Barhacour, where he, with fix or ſeven of his Men, 
were only ſaved; and being taken in their Boat, had 
been four Years Priſoners at Lima, where they lived 
much worſe than our Governor Se/tirk, whom they left 
on the Ifland Juan Fernandez.” This Information led 
Rogers into the Miſtake already mentioned. 

The next Day they anchored at the Ifland of Lobo: 
de la Mar, but found Nobody there. Here they fitted 
- up the Bark for a Privateer, being well built for ſail- 
ing, called her the Beginning, and appointed Capt, 
Cooke to command her. The Soil here is a hungry 
Clay, and there is no freſh Water or green Thing on 
the Iſland. ll. 

March 26, The Dutcheſs and Begirming took a 
Prize, called the Sz. Joſeph, Jerome Billoa Maſter, Bur- 
den about 50 Tons, fall of Timber, with ſome Cocoa, 
Cocoa Nuts, and Tobacco, which was diftributed 
among the Men. They took her between the Iſland 


and the Main, but there was little of Value on Board. 
On 
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On the 29th, * We got the ſecond Prize, which we 
called the Increaſe, aboard us and cleaned her. We 
brought all off Shore, and at ten o'Clock came to ail, 
after we had put Mr. Stratton to command the Begin- 
ning, and all our fick Men and a Doctor of each Ship, 
aboard the Increaſe, of which Mr. Selkirk our Second 
Mate was appointed Maſter.” 

April 1. In the Afternoon we were ſurprized with 
the Colour of the Water, which looked as red as Blood 
for ſeveral Miles, occafioned by the Spawn of Fiſh,” 

April 2. This Morning at Day Break, we ſpied 
a Sail about two Leagues to Windward. We im- 
imediately hoiſted out and manned our Pinnace, com- 
manded by Mr. Fry, my chief Lientenant, who by 
eight in the Morning took the Ship. She was called 
the Aſcenſion, Burden between 4 and 500 Tons, two 
Brothers being Commanders, viz. Joſeph and John 
Morel; laden with dry Goods and Timber, bad above 
50 Negroes, and ſeveral Paſſengers bound from Panama 
to Lima.” In the Evening they ſaw another Sail, 
which the Beginning took and brought to the reſt in 
the Morning, ſhe was a Veſſel of 35 Tons, laden with 
Timber. 

April 12th. They came to a full Reſolution to land 
and attempt Gæiaquil. On the 15th, they ſaw a French 
built Ship belonging to Lima, which they ſent two 
Boats to attack, but Capt. Rogers's Brother was ſhot 
through the Head ; another alſo was killed and three 
wounded, © In the Afternoon, however, they got Poſ- 
ſeſſion of her, She bad more than 50 Spaniards, and 
* Rogers, 
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above 100 Negroes, Indians. and Mulattces on Board. 

* April 16, We ſaw a ſmall Sail under the Shore. 
We ſent our Pionace and the Beginning, who brought 
her off to us. She proved a ſmall Bark from Payta, 
with Soap, Caſſia Fiſtula, and Leather. About twelre 
we read the Prayers for the Dead, and threw my dear 
Brother overboard, with one of our Sailors, another 


_ lying dangerouſly ill.” * 


April 18th. Having left the Ships about Midnight 
with 111 Men on Board to guard the Priſoners, they 
proceeded for the Shore, . being 201 Men in two Em- 
barkations. They paſſed the Ifland Santa Clara, which 
appears like a Corpſe extended, on which Account the 
Spaniards call it Mortho, At ten at Night they an- 
chored, not being able to ſtem the Tide. Next Morn- 
ing, at four o Clock, they weighed, when the two 
Captains, Rogers and Courtney left the Barks, and 
reached the Iſland of Puna, where they hid the Boats 
under Mangrove Branches, In the Evening they 
reached the Town of Puna, and ſeized two Bark Logs 
and all the Canoes, but an Indian eſcaping, alarmed 
the Town. However they ſecured the Lieutenant aud 
about 20 others, the reſt running into the Woods. 

April 22d. Before one in the Morning 110 Men 
arrived in the Boats at Gwagui/. They ſaw a very 


great Fire on the Top of an adjoining Hill, and Lights 


in the Town, which had received the Alarm. As they 
were about to land they ſaw abundance of Lights 
coming all at ence down the Hill, and the Town full 
of them. Immediately afterwards the Bells made a con- 
Saſed Noiſe, which was followed by a Volley of ſmall 

Arms 
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Arms and two great Guns. On this it was determined 
to return to the Barks, where a Conſultation was held, 
in Conſequence of which, two Priſoners were ſent to 
the Town with Propoſals, and ſoon after the Corregi- 
dore came down to them to treat. 

held at the Town, they all at once bauled dows their 


white Flags of Truce, and let fly their Exg// and Field 


Colours, landed, and attacked them with ſo uch 
Bravery, hat the Spaniards ran away after the firſt 
Volley, and, after much firing, in about half an Hour 
they were iv Poſleſſion of the Fowp: They paſted 
themſelves ia three Churches. Capt. Dover ſet fire to 
the Houſes which fronted the Church where he was, 
which barht all Nigtu and the next Day. AV this 
Time only one Man was killed and one wounded. 
An Indian Priſoner told Capt. Rogers that he knew 
of much Many up the River, in Bark-Logs and 
oy upon which the two Captains „ Bages and 
Courtney, in the Evening detatched 21 Men out of 
their Companies, and ſeut them in the Dutcheſs's Boat 
under the Command of Lieutenant Wee and Mr. 
Selkirk. 

April 24. About ten at Night they ne hav- 
ing deen abſent about twenty-four Hours. They went 
oven Leagues up the River, and fixteen of them lan- 
ded at fix different Places: the other five guarding 
the Boat, having a Swivel Gun to defend-theraſelves. 
They chaſed 35 Horſemen well armed, that were 
coming to help thoſe of Guiagui/. The Houſes up the 
River were full of Women, and particularly at one 
Place, there were above a Dozen handſome genteel 

Wes young 
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young Women, well dreſſed, where the Men got 
ſeveral Gold-Chains and Ear-Rings, but were in other 
ReſpeAs ſo civil to them, that the Ladies offered to 
dreſs them Victuals, and brought them a Caſk of good 
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Liquor. Some of their largeſt Geda were con. 
cealed and wound about their Middles, Legs, and 
Thighs ; but the Ladies in this bot Climate being very 
thinly clad in Silk and fine Linen, and their Hair dreſ- 
fed with Ribbons very neatly; the Men, by preſſing 
their Hands on tlie outſide of their Apparel, felt the 
Chains, and, by their Linguiſt, modeſtly deſired them 
to take them off and ſurrender them. . 

This I mention (lays Rogers) as a Proof of our 
Sailors“ Modeſty, and in Reſpe& to Mr. Connely and 
Mr. Sellirl, the late Governor of Juan Fernandez, who 


En this Party; for being young Men, I was 
$11 | willing 
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willing ta do them this Juſtice, hoping the fair Sex 
will make them a grateful Return when we arrive in; 
Great Britain, on Account of their civil Behaviour to 
theſe charming Priſoners, They called at this Houſe-for 
Proviſions, as they returned down the River, and be- 
ing ſo civil at firſt, they gave their fair Landladies no 
Uneaſineſs nor Surprize ata ſecond Viſit. They brought 
with them in Gold-Chains, Ear-Rings, and Plate, I 
believe above a Thouſand Pounds Value.“ 
After ſome Skirmiſhes with the Enemy, carrying off. 
Proviſions, &c, ſome Meſſengers arrived on the 26th, 
with a Flag of Truce about ranſoming, the Town, 
which was agreed upon the next Morning, as fol- 
« Whereas the City of Guiaguil, {ately in dubjection 
to Philip V. King of Spain, is now taken by Storm, and 
in the Poſſeſſion. of the Captains, Thomas Dover, Nb, 
Rogers, and Stephen Courtney, commanding a Body of 
her Majeſty of Great Britains Subjects: We, the un- 
derwritten are content to become Hoſtages for the 
ſaid City, and to continue in the Cuſtody of the ſaid 
Captains, Thomas Dover, Woodes Rogers, and Stephen: 
Courtney, till 30,000 Pieces of Eight ſhall be paid to 
them for the Ranſom of the ſaid City, two new 
Ships, and fix,Barks ; during which Time no Hoſtility 
1s to be committed on either Side, between. this and- 
Puna.. The ſaid Sum to be paid at Puna in fix Days 
from the Date hereof, and then the Hoftages to be diſ- 
charged, and all the Priſoners to be delivered immedi- 


ately ; otherwiſe the ſaid Hoſtages do agree to remain 
Priſoners till the ſaid Sum is diſcharged in any otber + 


Part of the World. In Witneſs whereof we have vol» 
untarily 


. 


They left great Quantities of Goods in the Town, 
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untarily ſet our Hands this 27th Day of April, Old 
Style, and the 7th of May, S. N. in the Year of our 
Lord, 1709.“ | 
"Gmiaquil conſiſts of two Parts, the Old and the New, 
in which are about 500 Houſes. The two Towns are 
Joined by a Wooden Bridge, about Half a Mile in 
Length. Here are five Churches, and 2000 Inhabitants 
of all Sorts. 
In the Afternoon the Plunder was examined, being 
as follows, befides the Ranſom for the Town : 
About 230 Bags of Flour, Beans, Peas, #ndRice. 
13 Jars of Oil. 


- 


About 160 Jars of other Liquors. 


Some Cordage, Iron Ware, and ſmall Nails. 
About 4 Half Jars of Powder, 
About a Ton of Pitch and Tar. 
A Parcel of Clothing and Neceſſaries. 
About 1200/. in plate, Ear-Rings, &c. 
150 Bales of dry Goods. 
4 Guns. 
About 200 Spaniſb ordinary uſeleſs Arms, hong Muf- 
ket Barrels. 

A ſew Packs of Indigo, Cocoa, and 0. And 

About a Ton of Loaf Sugar. 

The Hoſtages told them that during the Treaty 
80,000 Pieces of Eight belonging to the King were 
ſent out of the Town, befides Plate, Linen, and other 
Things of the greateſt Value. 

On the 28th they weighed and failed with an their 
Barks, and at parting made what Shew and Noiſe 
they could with their Drums, Trumpets, and Guns. 


and 
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and as the Negroes had plundered the Inhabitants in the 
general Confuſion, at their Marching out, they made 
a Signal to the Spaniards to return immediately to pre- 
vent farther Injury. The next Day they took a Bark, 
laden with about 270 Bags of Flour, Beans, and Peas, 
nearly 200 Sugar Loaves, &c, and on the 8th of May, 
ſailed for the Gallapagos, which they ſaw on the 17th, 
Sickneſs having preyailed greatly among them during. 
the whole Paſſage. 

On the 18th they ſent a Boat aſhore for Water, but 
it returned without any. The next Day. Mr. Hatley 
in a Bark and another Veſſel, turned to Windward 
after the Dutcheſs, So that (ſays Rogers) only the 
Galleon, and the Bark that Mr. Sc/kirk was in, ſtaid for 
us. May 20. At twelve laſt Night we loſt Sight of 
the Galleon, ſo that we have only one Bark with us 


” 


now. 

However this Day the Dutcheſs and French Prize 
Joined them again, and the Galleon was found on the 
21ſt, by the Duke. 

On the 22d, ſays Rogers, We all * Mr. 
Hatley, and were afraid he was loſt, We fired Guns 
all Night, and kept Lights out, in Hopes he might 
ſee or hear us, and reſolved to leave theſe unfortunate 
Iſlands, after we had viewed two or three more to lee- 
ward, We pitied our five Men in the Bark that is 
miſſing, who, if in Being, have a melancholy Life 
without Water, having no more but for two Days, 
when they parted from us.” 

« May 23. This Morning our Boat, with Mr. Se/- 
kirks Bark went to another Iſland to view it. At 
Night our Boat and Bark returned, having rounded 
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the Iſland, and found no Water, bat pay of Turtle 
- and Fiſh.” 

The next Day they failed for the Main in Order to 
get Water, after lofing many Men by Death, and moſt 
of thoſe who had been on Shore at Guiaquil very fick, 
They were forced to water the Bark and Galleon every 
'Day with the Yawl, which was very troubleſome hoift 
ing ont, the Men being fo ſickly. 

On the 5th of June they ſaw Land, took a Spaniſi 
Veſſel of go Tons, having few Ezropear Goods, except 
Iron and Cloth, and on the 7th anchored at the Iſland 
of Gorgona. The next Day they took a ſmall Bark of 
about 35 Tons, with a little Gold Duſt, and a large 
golden Chain, Value together about 500. 

They were employed till the 9th of July in careen- 
ing the Veſfels, aud fitting out the Havre de Grace, 
the French built. Veſſel, to proceed with them, They 
named her the Marguis. The next Thing they did was 


to clear Mr. Seti Bark to carry the Pri ſoners to the 


Main, who being 72 in Number were very phargeable 
to maintain. On the 10th, the Bark and t two Pinnaces 
"failed with the chief of them. 

We allowed Liberty of Conſcience, ſays Roger, 
on Board our Floating Commonwealth, to our Priſ- 
*oners, for there being a Prieft in each Ship, they had 
"the great Cabin for their Maſs, whilſt we uſed the 
"Cburth'of England Service over them on the Quarter 


Deck, fo chat the Papiſts here were the Low Church- 
Men.” : 

In the Morning of the 13th, the Veſſels "FO 
from landing the Priſoners, and brought off 7 ſmall 
"Blick" Cattle, about 12 Hogs, 6 Goats, and ſome Limes 


and 
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and Plantains, which were very welcome. They met 
with little elſe of Value in the Village they were at, 
and the others being a great Way up the River, they 
did not think it worth while to viſit them, The 
Country where they landed was ſo poor, that the Men 
gave the Priſoners five Negroes, ſome Baize, * 

to purchaſe themſelves Subſiſtence. 

On the 15th, came on Board in a Canoe, one Michael 
Kendall, a free Negro of Jamaica, who had lived a 
Slave for ſome Time in the Village they bad plundered, 
Happening to be out of the Way then, as ſoon as he 
neee of . he thus ventured his Liſe to get 
to them. 

On the 18th, a — alan to the Dutcheſs, was 

bit by a . ſmall brown ſpeckled Snake, and died in 12 
Hours. There are Abundance of Snakes on the Iſland, 
« I ſaw one, ſays Rogers, as big as my Leg, and above 
3 Yards long.” The ſame Morning the More//s went 
to the Main a Second Time for Money. 
The 20th, at a Committee for the Regulation of 
Plunder, it was determined to allow, beſides common 
Plunder, a good Suit of Clotbes to be made for each 
Man, who went up the River above Gaiaguil, under 
the Command of Connely and Selkirk. 

Aug. 1. Officers were choſen to appraiſe the Plun- 
der, and made an End of the Clothes on the 3d in the 
Afternoon, which at a low rate amounted to 400l. The 
Silver Plunder, conſiſting of Sword Hilts, Snuff Boxes, 
Buckles, &c. at 4s. 6d. per Piece of Eight, amount- 
ed to 743. 13. 0, beſides 31b. 120z. of Gold, in 


Gold Chains, Snuff Boxes, Ear Rings, &c. The next 


Morning there had like to have been a Mutiny among 
„ | M z the 
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the Men. The Steward informed Capt. Ropers, that 
laſt Night they had made an Agreement, and he heard 
ſome of the Ringleaders ſay, that ſixty Men had al- 
ready figned the Paper. Being ignorant what this 
Confederacy meant, Rogers ſent for the chief Officers 
into the Cabin, fecured two of the Mutineers, and 
ſoon after two more. He who wrote the Paper was 
put in Irons. By this Time all Hands were upon Deck, 
and they got the Paper from thoſe that were in the 
Cabin. The Purport of it was, not to take their Plun- 

. der, till they had Juftice done them, as they termed 
it. There being many concerned in this Conſpiracy, 
Capt. Dover and Capt. Fry defired Capt. Rogers would 
diſcharge thoſe in Confinenient, upon begging Par- 
don, and promiſing not to be guilty of thoſe . 
a 

On the 7th they gave the Morels their Ship and all 
the Goods they could not carry, for what Money the 
Agents received of them, and, after yarious Diſputes 
and Regulations about plunder, failed from Gorgond. 
« Jaft before Night, ſays Rogers, we took our Men 
out of the Bark, and left her in Poſſeſſion of an old 
Indian Pilot, and ſome Negroes and Indian Priſoners. 
I defired the Spaniards aboard the Date, who had 
agreed for her, ſtrictly to charge the Crew in the Bark, 
not to leave us willingly, which they did, promifing 
us 15,000 Pieces of Eight for the Bark and her Cargo, 
inclading the Remainder of the Town's Ranſom ; we 
defigning to have it under their Hand in Spar and 
Engliſh to-morrow, before we would "uy let 80 the 
Bark | 
1 8. This Morning, rar} the Bark 


was 
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was out of Sight. Our Conſort, Capt. Courtney, and 
his Officers, with ſome of mine, are uneaſy at parting 
with the Bark, ſo that if we come up with her, we 
muſt.take to her again for Peace ſake.” 
Aug. 12. At fix this Morning, we met with the 
Bark, and put Mr. Se/&:z7k aboard her with his Crew. 
At Nine, we ſent our Boat for Capt. Courtney and 
Capt. Cooke, when we had a Conſultation, which con- 
claded with keeping the Marquis and tbe Bark: though 
I was of Opinion they would be rather a Detriment - 
than Furtherance to us in any Thing, ſo long as the 
Marquis fails ſo heavily. 

As the Ships were now but thinly manned, and 

— was hkely to be more Action than ſince they 
came into theſe ſeas, on the 16th they muſtered the 
Negroes on Board the Duke, being about 35 luſty Fel- 
lows. Rogers told them that if they would fight brave» 
ly, and bebave,well, they ſhould be Free-Men. On 
this 32 of them entered and deſired to be inſtructed iu 
the Uſe of Arms, Michael Kendall, the Free Negro, 
was appainted their Leader, and they all had a Dram 
given them to drink gocd Succeſs tothe Voyage. 
On the 18th they took a Prize of about 70 Tons, 
filled chiefly with Paſſengers, who ſaid they had heard 
at Panama, that Prince George ' of Denmark was dead, 
* which, ſays Rogers, we were not willing to believe, 
but drank his Health at Night, which can do him no 
Hurt, if he is dead.” 

On the 24th they agreed to ſend. the Bark 110 
Tecames,' being now under their Lee, and they to 
follow them, They ordered the Linguiſt to buy 
Proviſions of the Indians there, and put ſeveral Men 

M 2, well 
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well armed aboard, to guard the Bark, till the Ship 
4 eould arrive near enough, to protect her on Occaſion, 
A in caſe of an Attack. The next Day, about two in the 
| Afternoon they bore away for — where they 
found the Bark at Anchor. 
On the 31ſt, having procured Proviſions of the In- 
diant, and diſpoſed of their Priſoners and various Goods, 
they ſet ſail in queſt of the Manilla _—_ leaving 
_ laft Prize in Tecames River. 
© Sept. 11. They again anchored at one of the Ga. 
fapagoes to which they returned in Order to procure 
1 Turtle. Some of the largeſt of the Land Turtles are 
| 100 Pounds Weight, and thoſe of the Sea, 400. They 
| | are the uglieſt Creatures in Nature. The Shell not un- 
like the Top of an old Hackney Coach, as black 3s 
Jet. The Legs and Neck are long, and about the 
thickneſs of a Man's Wriſt. They have clubbed Feet 
like an Elephant, with 5 thick Nails'on the Fore-Feet, 
and 4 behind. The Head ſmall, like a Snake, and 
they look old and black. When firſt ſurprized they 
fhrink their Head, Neck, and Legs under the Shell. 
| On the 13th, in the Afternoon, © We ſent a Boat 
| | aſhore, ſays Rogers, for Wood. They brought off the 
| ' Rudder and Boltſprit of a ſmall Bark. We fancied it 
might be Mr. Harley i, that we loft among theſe Iſlands 
when here before, but on View preceived it to be much 
older. We alſo found two Jars, and a Place where 
Fire had been made on the Shore, but Nothing to give 
us farther hopes of poor Mr. Harley. 
The next Day they failed, baving caught plenty, of 
Turtle, and on the 17th, were abreaſt of the T'horough- 


fare, — * tried for Water the laſt Time. 
ordered 


C 


ordered a Gun to be fired at a Venture, ſays Rogers, to 
ſoe if it were poſſible Mr. Hale could be there alive, 
and then ſeeing, or hearing us, might make a Smoke 
aſhore as a Signal; but we had no ſuch good Luck, ſo 
that our Hopes of him are all vaniſhed, and we finally 
conclude; we can do no more for him than we have 
done already. 

It ſeems Mr. Hailey and his four Men, being in ont 
of Proviſions, and having had no Water for 14 Days, 
ſtood in for the Main and landed near Cape Pafſade, 
almoſt under the Equinoctial, among a barbarous Sort 
of People, who are a mixed breed of Negroes and In- 
dians. They voluntarily ſurrendered. themſelves, being 
ina ſtarving Condition, yet theſe brutiſh People, inſtead 
of giving them Food, tied their Hands, then whipped 
them and hanged them up, ſo that they muſt unavoid- 
ably have loſt. their Lives, had not a Padre, who lived 
in the Neighbourhood, came Time enough, by good 
Providence, to cut them down and ſave them. Mr. 
Hari afterwards got ſafe to England, and returned 
to theſe Parts with She/pocke, but unfortunately was 
taken again by the Spaniards, with Betagh and others. 
However, after lying in Irons a Twelvemonth, he was 
again releaſed; and arrived at London in 1723. 

October /7th, the Duke and Dutche/s anchored at 
Tres Marias Iflands; near Mexice, the Marguis and 
Bark being ont ef Sight. Thoſe who went on 
Shore, ſaw no Sign of any People having been there 
lately; but found an human Scull above Ground, 
Which Dampier ſuppoſed had belonged to one of the 
Indians left there by Swan, in 1686, above 23 Years 
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ago; as already related. ** For Victuals being ſcarce 
with theſe Bucaniers, they would not carry the poor In. 
dians any further; but after they ſerved their Turns, 
left them to make a miſerable End on a — 
Ifland.” 
The Durcbeſ having been out in Queſt of the Mar- 
guat and Bark, returned OR. 13th, with the Bark in 
Tow, and the Marquis. Mr. Duck, who was Maſter 
of the Bark, told Capt. Rogers, that the Day they loſt 
Sight of them, their Water was expended. Two of 
the Bark's Crew in a very ſmall Canoe, left her, almoſt 
ont of Sight of Land, and it being ſmooth, calm 
Weather, fortunately got aboard the Marquis to ac- 
quaint Capt. Cote they had no Water, upon which be 
bore down to them and took her in Tow. Had he 
not done this, the Bark muft have run for the Main- 
Land to get Water, which might have alarmed the 
Enemy, and endangered the Lofs of the Veſſel and 
Men. They were not above eight Leagues off the 
Hand, but it being hazy Weather, with little Wind, 
they could not get in or ſee them. 
OR. 24. They failed for Cape St. Lucas, in (uli. 
fornia, in Order to watch for the Mani/ia Ship bound 
to Acapulco, and ſaw the Cape on the Iſi of November. 
Oa the 16th, the Bark was ſent to look for Water on 
the Main, and returning next Morning, they ſaid they 
had ſeen wild Þdiars, who paddled to them on Bark- 
Logs. They were afraid to come near the Eng/;/h at 
-Arft; but at Length were prevailed upon to accept a 
Knife and ſome Baize, for which they gave them two 
« Bladders of Water, a couple of live Foxes, and a Deer- 
-* Skin. - They 
38 * Rogers. 
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They diſpatebed their Bark and Boat a ſecond Tire 


with Trifles, in Hopes of getting ſome Refreſhment ; - 


and on the 18th before Snnſet ſaw the Bark near the 


Shore ; and having little Wind ſhe drove moſt Part of 


the Night to be near them. In the Morning they 
ſent the Pinnace, and brought the Men aboard, who 


reported, that their new Acquaintance were become 


very familiar, but were the pooreft Wretches in Na- 


ture. They came willingly aboard to eat ſome of the 
Victuals, and, by Signs invited the Men aſhore; when 


her: ſwam, to guide the Bark-Logs the Men were on, 
' there being too much Sea to land out of the Boat. 
When they were aſhore the Indians led each of the 
Men between {woof them to an old naked Gentleman, 
with a Deer-Skin ſpread before him, an which they 
kneeled, the Engliſb doing ſo too. Thoſe who led the 
Meg took the ſame Care of them a Quarter of a Mile 


farthet, through a narrow Paſſage, to their Huts, where 


they ſat on the Ground with them and eat hroled 


Fiſh, -, Then they brought Samples of every . Thing 
they had, exerpt their Women, Children, and Arms, 


which are not ſhewn to Strangers. Their Knives made 


of Sharks Teetb, and other Curioſities, the Sailors 
took to Capt. Rogers, who preſerved them, as We of 


what Shiſts might be made. 


Having obtained but a ſmall Supply of Provifions, 


they came to a Reſolution to ſail for Gzum, and watch 
for the Manilla Veſſel no longer, but to their great Joy 
diſeovered her, December 21, and 0 took 


her the next Day. 


ordered, ſays Rogers, e Kettleiof bosse | 


> for our Ship's Company, baving no Spirit- 


vous 
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 #ounLiquer to give them. Then we went to Prayers, 


and hefore we had concluded, were diſturbed by the 
Enemy's ' Firing at us. They had Barrels hanging at 
each Yard Arm, that looked like Powder Barrels to de- 
ter us from boarding them. About eight o Clock we 
began to engage her by ourſelves, for the Dutcheſs be- 
ing to/leeward, and having little Wind did not come 
up: The Enemy fired ber Stern-Chaſe upon us firſt, 
which we returned with our Fore-Chaſe ſeveral 
Times, till we came nearer, and when cloſe aboard 


each other, we gave her ſeveral: Broad · Sides, plying 


eur ſmall Arms very briſkly, which they returned as 
- #thickiawhile; but did not ply: their great Guns half ſo 


faſt as we, After ſome Time we ſbot a little ahead of 
them, lay thwart her :Hawſe cloſe aboard, and plied 


them fo warmly, that ſhe ſoon ſtruck her Colours two 


Third 
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Thirds down. By this Time the Durcheſs came up, 


and fired about five Guns, with a Volley of ſmall Shot, 
but the Enemy, having fubmitted, made no Return. 
This Prize was called by the long Name of Noft/e 
Seniora de la Tnearnacion Diſenganio, Sir Phu Pichberty, 
Commander:. She had 20 Guns, 20 Pateraroes, and 
199 Men aboard, whereof 9 were killed, 10 wounded, 
and ſeveral blown up and burnt with Powder. We 


engaged thetn about three Glaſſes, in which Time we 


had only myſelf and another Man wounded. 1 was 
ſhot through the left Cheek: the Ballet ſtruck away 
= Part of my upper Jaw, and ſeveral of my Teeth; 

rt of which dfopped down upon the Deck, where I 


fell. "The other, l. Powell, an Li Landman, wa 


lightly wounded.” 

On the 22d, they anchored in Segura Harbour, in 
Califortia. Being informed by the Priſoners of a uch 
larger Mami la Ship, the Dutcheſs and Marquis went 
in queſt of her the next Day. On Chriſtmas Day, 
Capt. Ropers placed two Centinels on the Top of an 
Hill, with Inſtructions, that when they ſaw three Sail 
of Ships in the Offing they ſhould make three Wafts 
with their Colours. In the Afternoon they made _ 
Wem and the Duke got under Sail. 

On the 26th and 27th, they had a deſperate, but un- 
ſucceſsful Engagement with her. They kept as cloſe 
aboard as poſſible, and fired as faſt as they could for four 
Glaſſes ; then the Puke receiving a Shot in the Main- 
Maſt. was much diſabled, and fell aſtern. The Enemy 
threw a Fire Ball out of one of her Tops upon her Quar- 
ter Deck, which blew up a Cheſt of Arms, and Car- 
touch Boxes, all loaded, with ſeveral Cartridges of 


Powder 
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Powder, in the Steerage ; by which Mr. Vazbrugh, the 
Agent, and a_ Dutchman, were miſerably ſcorched. 


Now Capt. Courtney, and Capt. Cooke eame aboard, 


when conſidering the Condition of the three; Sbips, it 
was agreed to keep the Enemy Company till Night, 
and then make the beſt of their Way into Harbour, 
They engaged, firſt and laſt, about ſeven Hours, dur- 
ing all which Time, they had on Board the Dake but 
eleven Men wounded, among whom was Capt. Rogers, 
ſtruck in the Heel with a Splinter, ſo that he could not 
ſtand, but lay on bis Back in great Miſery, Part of his 
Heel Bone being ftruck off, and all under his Ankle 
eut above half through. He wasymuch weakened 
with the loſs of Blood, before it could be ſtopped and 
dreſſed. The Dutcheſs had 20 killed and wounded. 
The Margus had only two ſcorched with Powder. 
The Enemy was a ſtout new Ship, and few of the 
Shot entered her Side. She was called the Bigania, 
and had 40 Guns mounted, and as many Pateraroes, 
all Braſs. They were the better provided, having heard 
at Manila, from the ngliſi Settlements in India, that 
two ſmall Sbips had been fitted out at Bri/al, to inter- 
cept them in theſe Seas, and that Capt, Dampier was 
Pilot. On the 27th, at a Committee on Board the 
Duke, of which Alex. Selkirk was one, it was determined 
nat to purſue her any farther, 
— 11740, 
day's, They feet axle or Pepp Begins re- 
ſolving to go as foon as poſſible to the Zafi-Hrdbes; 
giving the Priſoners the Bark, with all ſufficient Ne- 
— 50 _— * and receiving 


( 148 ) 


from them a voluntary Teftimonial of the good Uſage 
they had experienced. 

Great Diſputes unbappily aroſe about the Prize, now 
called the Bachelor Frigate ; Courtney and his Officers 
being very much bent upon it, that Capt. Ber, who 
was a confiderable Owner, ſhould command her, and 
Rogers and his Officers as ſanguine againft it. At 
length it was determined on the 10th, that Capt. " 
and Capt. Stretton, ſhould navigate her, under Capt. 
Dover, and Mr. Sellirk was appointed Mafter. This 
Night they weighed, but were becalmed till the 12th, 
when they took their Departure from Cape St. Lucas. 

The Natives they ſaw in Califorma were tall, with 
large Limbs, and a' very black Complexion ; their 
Hair black, hanging down to their Thighs. The Men 
went naked, and all they ſaw were old and wrinkled. 
They ſeemed to fancy nothing but Knives and Edge- 
Tools, and yet were fo honeſt, as not to meddle with 
thoſe of the Coopers or Carpenters, if they were left 
aſhore all Night. Their Huts were low, and not cover- 
ed enough to Keep ant Rain. Some of the Sailors told 
Capt. Rogers, they ſaw a Man dive with a wooden In- 
ſtrument, and while he was under Water put up his 
Striker with a Fiſh, which was taken off by another, 
who attended bim on a Bark-Log. Inſtead of Bread 
they uſed a little black Seed, which they bruiſed with 
Stones, and eat by Handfuls. The Seamen thickened” 
ſome of their Broth with it, nme 
of Coffee. 

When they failed they bad obtained but little Pro- 
viſion, ſo that they were forced to allow but a Pound 
and an Half of Sour, and one ſmall Piece of Meat to 

% five 
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five Men in a Meſs, with three Pints of Water to each 
Man for 24 Hours. On the 16th, in their Prize, the 
Bachelor, was found a large Quantity of Bread and 
Sweetmeats, but very little Fleſh. Of Bread the Dale 
received 1000 Weight, the Dutcheſs as much, and the 
Marquis 500. At length, after having loſt ſeveral 
Men during the Paſſage, Wind arrived at t Granny, on the 
$4th of March. 

As they were turning into the — ſeveral Proes 
came off towards them, one of them with Spaniſb Co- 
loars, in which were two Spaniards. On being aſſured 
they were Friends they came on Board. On tbe 13th, 
an Entertainment was provided on Board the Bachels 
for the Spaniſh Gentlemen, to which Capt. Rogers was 
carried, being unable to move hiraſelf.. There it was 
agreed; that a Deputation ſhould be ſent from every 
Ship to wait upen the Governor, with a Preſent for 
his great Civility, On the 16th, the Pinnace, with 
ſeveral Officers, went to the Governor's Palace, whs 
received them with great Friendſhip, having 200 Men 
drawn up in Arms at their Landing; and his Officers, 
with the Clergy of the Iſland, conducted them to his 
- Houſe, which was a very pretty Seat. They were en- 
tertained with fixty Diſhes of various Kinds, and the 
befi-the Iſland afforded. When they came away, each 
fired a Volley of ſmall Arms. The Preſents they car- 
ried to the Governor were, two Negro Boys dreſſed in 
Liveries, 20 Y ards of Scarlet Serge, and. 6 Pieces of 
Cawbric, with which he ſeemed well pleaſed. Thc 
next Day they received 60 Hogs, 99 Fowls, 24 Baſkets 
of, Indian Corn, and 800 Cocoa Nuts, with 14 Bag: 
of Rice, and 44 Baſkets of L ams. bey afterwards 
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got more Cattle though not ſo good. On the 21ſt 
they ſailed. | 

May 29th, they anchored at the Ifland of Bowtor. 
The next Day a Proe came from the King, with a 
Nobleman aboard, who had neither Shoes or Stockings 
on. The firſt Queſtion he atked, was, How they durſt 
come to an Anchor there, without Leave firſt obtained 
ef the King of Bouton? He however brought each 
Commander a Piece of Bouton ftriped Cloth, a Bottle of 
Arrack, ſome Rice in Baſkets, &c. as a Preſent from 
the King. His Majeſty had five Wives, beſides Con- 
cubines. Four Men called Pury Baſſas, who carried 
large Canes with Silyer Heads, managed his Affairs. 
He wore a green Gauze ſpangled, over his long black 
Hair, went bare-footed and bare-legged, and was clad 
like a Dztch Skipper. When he appeared in State, he 
had a Calico Gown over his ſhort Jacket. Both he 
and his Subjects were great Adtnirers of Muſic, The 
Houſes ſtood upen Poſts. N 

They failed June 8th, and on the 20th, arrived at 
Batavia, At a Committee on the 30th, Mr. Selkirk 
was appointed, with ſome others, to act for the Officers 
in appraiſing and dividing the Plunder. The next 
Day a Supply of Money was granted to feveral Perſons 
to purchaſe Neceſſaries. Mr. Knowlman and Mr, Sek 
kirk, had eighty Pieces of Eight between them, 

At the Iſland Unreft, the Dutch careen all their 
Ships, and bave all Conveniences neceſſary for that Pur- 
poſe, but the Exgliſt could not at any Rate, get Leave 
of the Government to repair thither, though they al- 
lowed them to go to the little Iſland Horn, which is 
near- the other, and inhabited by Fiſhermen. Here 
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they repaired the Duke, Dutcheſs, and Batchelor, and 
ſold the Marquis, as being unfit to proceed to England: 
diſtributing the Officers and Men among the other 
Ships. The Weather was ſo exceeding hot, that 
many Officers and Men fell fick, and ſeveral died of 
the Flux. John Read; a young Man, be longing to the 
Dutcheſs, venturing to ſwim here, had both his Legs 
ſnapped off by a Shark, which at a ſecond Bite, took 
off the Bottom of bis Belly, be eee be- n ne 

be could be took in. 

Sept. 30. Mr. Aler. Salerag was appointed Mafter 
on Board the Duke.* 

The three Ships. weighed from Batavia Road, OR. 
12th, and on the 17th, got to the Watering-Place at 
Java Head, from whence they ſailed on the 23d, and 
anchored at the Cape of Good Hope, Dec. 28th, where 
NP refitted; 


1711. 


Weodes Rogers was much againſt ſtopping here to 
loſe Time, and on the 1ft of February, delivered his 
Sentiments in Writing to Dover and Courtney, with 
the reſt of the Committee. Bat the Majority was 
againft any Thing, but going Home with the Duzch 
Feet all together. At laſt, on the Gth of April, they 
failed, being 16 Dutch and g Engl) 47 Ships in Com- 
pany. 1913 
* Oh 4. "904, they ſaw St. Helena, and May 7th, 
made the Ifland of Aſcenfon. On the 14th at Noon, 
they found they had juſt croffed the Equator, which 
was the Sth Time in their Courſe round the World. 
= 7 — 3 to "tis Wor of Scotland, Mr. 
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Slkir#s native Country; and on the 15th, joined 
ſeveral Dutch Men of War, off She:/and Wands, and 
having gone round to the North and Eaſt of Suma, 
they anchored at Texel in Holland, on the 23d. Here 
they remained for a Convoy, with which they failed 
for Londox, Sept. 22d. 

« OR. 14. This Day at eleven of the Clock, fays 
Rogers, we and our Conſort and Prize got up te 
il. where we came to an Anchor, 3 
long and fatiguing Voyage.” 

I ſhall cloſe the Account of it by an Deane 
Betagh. © The Charge of awr Expedition was upwards 
of fourteen Thouſand Pounds, and I believe the Dube 
and Dutcheſs did not ſtand the Brito! Gentlemen in fo 
much. And though Rogers had aboard him ſome 
troubleſome Spirits, who oppoſed his better Views, yet 
it is well known be brought Home a Capture of an 
Hundred and ſeventy Thouſand Poannds Value!” - 
roand the World, being about fifty-nine Years old. 
What became of him afterwards I cannot learn. His 
Life was in all Reipects very remarkable, particularly 
as it related to the Refidents upon hun Fr.... 
He went a Voyage to Hud. to the Sub Sea, to New- 
Holland, two to the Bay of Campeachy, and three round 
the World. He was ſhipwrecked at the Hands . 


crazesand Aſcenſion. [Je was pretent at the Leaving and 


findiog of #ilax, the Ii] vent out with Da 


vin Men, was at the Leaving of S:irad/mmg's, and both 
went gut and returned with Sibir. Few Lives are © 
full of Incident. | 

Nodes Rogers ſettled at Providence, in 1718, as Go- 
N 2 vernor 
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| yernor of the Bahama Iflands, where he exterminated 


the Pirates who had ſo long infeſted that Iſland. 

Cupt. Stradiing,” as he afterwards informed Capt, 
Ropers, continued Priſoner at Lima, till he ſaw ſcvera! 
Spaniards there who bad been Rogers's Priſoners. They 
all owned they had been treated very civiliy, which in 


great Meaſure took off the bad Impreſſion the Spa- 


wiards had formed of the Eng// from the Cruelties 
committed. by the Bucaniers in thoſe Parts. Some 


Months after the Dake and Dutcheſs were gone, he 
.was ſent Priſoner to Exrope,.in the very Ship which 


Ropers had ebaſed near Fa/klznd's Iſlands. Some Time 
afterwards, it appears, he obtained his Liberty, and 
came Home. 

Jo return to Mr. Selkirk. He arrived in Exgland, after 
having ſpent eight Years, one Month, and three Days in 
ſurrounding the Globe, reckoning from his Departure 
from Ninſale to his Return to Ex. More than Half this 
Period he paſſed on the Iſland, and while returning, 
viſited America, Afia, Africa, and Europe. * On his 


Paſſage he freely related his Adventures to thoſe who 


were curious to know thera, and the Singularity of 
them farniſhed a conſiderable Topic for Converſation 
in London... + He became well known to the Mer- 
chants and Captains on the Exchange. Sir Richard 
Steele thus mentions u Acquaintanee with him 
T The Perſon 1 ſpeak of is A/erander Selkirk, whoſe 
Name is familiar to Men of Curioſity, I had the Plea- 
ſare frequently to:converſe with the Man ſoon after 
his Arrival in Euglaud, in the Year 1711, It was 
Matter of great Curiofity to bear him, as he is a Man 

2 4: of 
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of good Senſe, give an Account of the different Re- 


volutions in his own Mind in chat long Solitude. 


When I firſt ſaw him, I thought, if I had not been let 
into his Character and Story, I could have diſoetned 
that he had been much ſeparated from Company, from 
his Aſpe& and Gefture ; there was a ſtrong but chear- 
ful Seriouſneſs in his Look, and a certain Diſregard 
to the ordinary Things about him, as if he bad been 
ſank in Thought. The Man frequently bewailed bis 
Return to the World, which could not, he faid, with 
all its Enjoy ments, reſtore him to the Tranguillity of 
his Solitude. Though T had frequently converſed with 
him, after a few Months Abſence he met me in the 
Street; and though he ſpoke to me, I could not re- 
collect that I had ſeen him. Familiar Converſe in this 
Town had taken off the Lonelineſs of his Aſpect, and 
quite altered the Air of bis Face. This plain Man's 
Story is a memorable Example, that he is happieſt, 
who confines his Wants to natural Neceflities ; and he 
that goes farther in bis Defires, encreaſes his Wants 
in Proportion to his Acquiſitions ; or to uſe his own Ex- 
preſſion, I am now worth eight Hundred Pounds, but 
ſhall never be ſo happy, as when 1 was not worth a 
Farthing ['—— Engliſhman, No. 26.— Dec. 3, 1713. 

- Selkirk very probably was called upon to tell 
his Story ſo often that he grew tired of it, for Mr. 
Smith, Father to the Print-Seller, above-mentioned, 
reported him to be an unſociable, odd Kind of a Man, 
far from being ſo free in Communication, as Stele 


Found him. Mr. Smith aſked him many Queſtions, 


but could get but very little in Anſwer, He ſeemed 
to be punning and playing upon Feoplo.— Mrs: D- 
. N 3 maris 


ol 
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maris Daniell, Daughter to Major Wade, was in his Com- 
pany at Briſtol, as ſhe informed Mr. Sbhurmer Bath, 
now of that City; but he ſpoke in ſo broad a Scori/h 
DialeR, that ſhe could underſtand but little he ſaid; 
His Adventures were publiſhed both by Rogers and 
Cooke in 1712, and by Steele the Year after. It has 
been almoſt univerſally believed, that, at the Defire of 
many People, he dre up a Narrative of them himſelf, 
and put it into the Hands of Dania De Foe, to tranſcribe 
and improve the Style; but that the latter, mingling the 


Products of his own lively Fancy, with the real Adven- 


tures of Seſtirꝭ produced the celebrated Novel of No- 
Sinſen Cruſoe; and afterwards returned Se/kirk his Pa- 
pers, telling hirn his Hiſtory would not ſell. Nor is 
1 likely it would. fmce Cruſoc being at firſt almoit 
univerſally thought to be rue, Mr. Selkirt's Hiſtory 


muſt have appeared very inferior in Point of Incident. 


How the above Story ſhould gain ſuch general Be- 
ef, and that, moſt probably, while Selli7t was living, 
as very ſtrange, if there were no Foundation for it. 
The Rev. Rob. Geni/eman, of Shrewſbury, with horn 


I lived in 1977, told me, he had heard upon good 


Anthority, that when De Fos was upon his Death- 
Bed, Nothing. ſeemed. to_lie with ſuch Weight upou 
his Mind, as-.this unjuſt Tranſaction: with. Selk;r. 
A 

Pon the whole, I ftill am inclined to think the 
_—above/Repreſentation is juſt, though it has lately been 
called in 'Queſtion, particularly by Mr. Chalmers. 
Two Circumftances-.indeed may be mentioned in De 
Hoe Favour. The firſt is, That Crigſoæ was not pub- 
[/Kſbed till /cpen Years after Rogers and Cooke had ap- 
_ peared in Print, and cight after Selkirk's Return, The 


"TID N | other, 
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ether, That even 'Scltir#s Belations do not know 'thad 


he left any Journals behind him. But theſe are of 
kttle Weight, if we conſider - that various Motives 
might deter him from becoming an Author before, 
and that when he left his Relations afterwards, he 
moſt probably would take his Papers with him, if 
had-committed his Adventures to writing. | 
Mr. Chalmers relates a Tradition current among the 


Bookſellers, © That when © Drelincourt's Conſolations * 


againſt the Fears of Death” firſt appeared, the Book 
would not fell. De Foe ſaid he would make it fell, 
and he made the Apparition recommend Drel/incour#; 


Bock of Death, as the Beſt on that Subject eyer.write. 


ten. Now if this be true, a Man, who could be fo 
impious as to forge ſo ſolemn a Story as that of Mrs. 
Veal, upon the awful Subject of Death, would not 


| ſurely, 'hefitate to deal by Mr. Scilirt, in the Manner 


that univerſal Tradition (of equal Weight, undoubt- 
edly; with that of the Bookſellers) has all along re- 
preſented; | 

The firſt Volume of Cruſoe was publiſhed in April, 
1719. © The Reception was immediate and univerſal; 
and Tayhr, who purchaſed the Manuſcript after every 


Bookſeller had refuſed it, is ſaid. to have gained a Thou- 


ſand Pounds,” * The ſecond. Volume game gut in 
Auguſt following, and in Auguſt, 1720, were pub- 


liſhed. “ Serious Reflections during the Life and ſurpriz- gg, 


ing Adventures of Robinſon Cruſoe ; with his Viſion of the 
Angelic World.” In the Preface to this is a Paſſage 
evidently referring to Mr. Selkirk, viz. ** I have beard 


that the envious and ill-diſpoſed Part of the World 


Chalmers. 
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baye raiſed ſome ObjeRigps againſt the two firſt Vol- 
umes: That the Story is feigned, that the Names are 
borrowed, and that it is all a Romance; that there never 
was any ſuch Man, or Place, or Circumſtances in any 
Man's Life; that it isall formed and embelliſhed by In- 
vention to impoſe upon the World.— I Robinſon Cruſoe, 
do hereby declare, their Objection is an Invention ſcan- 
delous in Defign, and falſe in Fact; and do affirm that 
the Story though allegorical, is a)ſo hiſtorical. Farther, 
that there is a Man alive, and well known too, the 
Actions of "whoſe Life are the juſt Subject of theſe 
Volumes, and to whom al or moſt Part of the Story 
1 direciiy alludes. This may be depended upon for 
Truth, and to this I fet my Name. The famous Hiſ- 
tory of Don Qui rote, was an emblematic Hiſtory of, 
and a juſt Satire upon the Duke De Medina Sidonia ; 
a Perſon very remarkable at that Time in Spain. 
Without letting the Reader into a nearer Explication 
of the Matter, I proceed to let him know, that the hap- 
py Deductions I have employed myſelf to make from 
all the Circumſtances of my Story, will abundantly 
50 him amends for _ not having the Emblem ex- 


+ gar by the Original. 
: Robinſon Crufee.” 


C1 I hat now give the Sentiments of a few Authors 
upon this Subject, from hie it will appear that even 
be Pe has not 5 8 tf deen er of 
"Crufoe. 
1. Emnick, 1757. . Selkirk, on his coming 
to Brnpland, ſupplied Danie! De Foe (who was pilloried) 
With his Memoirs, in order to digeſt them for Publi- 
ention; but that * eng ſtole the Materials 
2 — 
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which be gave to the Public under the Name of Robin. 
fon Cruſoe.” Naval Hiſtory. 


2. Biograpbia Britannica, 1766. Dr. Arbuthnot— 


* ſhared the like Fortune with his Friends Pope and 
Swift, in having ſeverat Brats illegitimately fathered 


upon him, among which the famous Romance of 


Robinſon Cruſbe is worth mentioning. This Romance 
was written in fo natural a Manner, and with fo many 
Incidents, that it was judged for fore Time to be a 
true Story. It was the delectable Offspring of the 
teeming Brain ef Daniel De Foe, a Writer famous in 
his Generation for Politics and Poetry.“ | 


3. Watſon, 1775. © The Subject was taken from 


the Papers of Selkirk, who had given his Memoirs to 


this Daniel to methodize ; who, inſtead of doing as bis 
Friend defired, ſtruck out this entertaining Novel, 
and by the Publication of it, prevented Alexander's 
Deſign of making ſome Advantage from a Recital of 
his Adventures.” —Hiſt. of Halifax. | 


4. Dr. Beattie, 1783. Selkirk was adviſed to get 
his Story put in Writing and publiſhed. Being illiter- 
ate himſelf, he told every Thing he could remember 
to Daniel De Fos, a proteſſed Author of confiderable 
Note; who, inſtead of doing Juſtice to the poor Man, 
is ſaid to have applied theſe Materials to his own Uſe, 
by making them the Ground-Work of Rabinſon Cruſoe, 


which be ſoon after publiſhed, and which being very 


popular, brought him a goad Deal of Money, Iam 
willing to believe that De Foe ſhared the Profits. of 
tbis Publicetion with the poor Seaman. ; for there is 
an Air of Humanity in it, which one would not ex- 


pect 
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p<& from an Author who is an arrant Cheat. In the 
Preface to his ſecond Volume, he ſpeaks feelingly 
enough of the Harm done him by thoſe who bad a- 
bridged the firſt, in order to reduce the Price. The 


Injury, ſays he, which theſe Men do to the Proprietors 


of Works, is a Practice all honeſt Men abhor ; and 
they believe they may challenge them to ſhew the 
Difference between that, and robbing on the Highway 
or breaking open a Houſe. If they cannot ſhew any 
Difference in the Crime, they will find it hard to ſhew 
why there ſhould be any Difference in the Puniſh- 
ment.”—1[s it to be imagined that any Man of com- 
mon Prudence would talk in this Way, if be were 


conſcious that he bimſelf might be proved guilty of 


that very Diſhoneſty, which he ſo ſeverely condemns ? 
—Be this however as it may, for I have no Authority 
to affirm any Thing on either Side. Diſſertations, 
Moral and Critical. 


5, Genileman's Magnzme, March, 1788. 


% Mr. Urban, Dublin, Feb, 25. 
h In the Courſe of a late Converſation with a 


Nobleman of the firft Conſequence and Information 


in this Kingdom, he affured me, that Mr. Benjamin 


Holloway, of Middleton Stony, aſſured him, ſome Time 


ago, that be knew for Fact, that the celebrated Ro- 
mance of Robinſon Cruſoe was really written by the 


© Earl of Oxford, when confined in the Tower of London; 


that his Lordſhip gave the Manuſcript to Dame? De 
Foe, who frequently vifited him during his Confine- 
ment ; ; and that De mW having afterwards added the 


ſecond 
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feeond Volume, publiſhed the Whole as his own Pro- 


duction. This Anecdote I would not venture to ſend 


to your valuable Magazine, if I did not think my In 
formation good, and imagine it might be acceptable to 
your numerous Readers, notwithſtanding the Work 
has heretofore been generally attributed to the latter. 
, W. W.“ 

It is certain the Earl was in Poſſeſſion of SelkirF's 
Hiſtory, the Pamphlet ealled Providence Diſplayed being 
preſerved in the Harleian Miſcellany. 

6. Chalmers, 1790. © The Tongue of Detraction is 
ſeldom at Reſt. It has often been repeated, that De 
Foe had ſarreptitiouſly appropriated the Papers of Alex» 
ander Selkirk, But let no one draw Inferences till the 
Fact be firſt aſcertained, The Adventures of Selkirk 
had been thrown into the Air, in 1712, for literary 
Hawks to devour ; and De Foe may have catched a 
common Prey, which he converted to the Uſes of his 
Intellect, and' diſtributed for the Purpoſes of his In- 
tereſt. Thus he may have have fairly acquired the 
fundamental Incidents of Cru/oe's Life; but he did not 
borrow the various Events, the uſeful Moralities, or 
the engaging Style. Few Men could write ſuch a 
Poem; and few Se/kirks could imitate ſo pathetic an 
Original.” — Life of De Fee. 

How long Mr. Selkirk reſided in Exgland I cannot 
aſcertain, but moſt probably till 1720, or after, as ap- 
pears from the Paſſage in the Serious Reflections. It is 
certain that ſome Time or other he returned to Largo, 
his native Place, and ſettled there. An old Man of 


A cighty- 


* Mr, Oliphaat's Letter. 
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eigkty· ſour, who died about September, 1796, remem- 
bered well, when a Boy, of having ſlept with him for 
one Night, but would not be prevailed npon to do it a 
ſecond Time, being terrified at the uncommon white- 
neſs of his Linen, and the Hairineſs of his Body. 
This laſt Circumſtance might not be occaſioned by his 
former Expoſure to the Weather, but rather a Sign of 
the Strength of his natural Conſtitution. John Selkirk, bis 
Grand Nephew, who was living in September, 1794, 
remembered ſleeping with him repeatedly. T 
His Stay at Largo, according to Mr. Oliphant, was 
but ſhort. Mr, Ewing ſays a few Years. I am (orry 
to cloſe his Hiſtory with an Anecdote by no Means 
to his Credit, but it is my Province to relate what he 
Was, and not, like too many monumental luſcriptions, 
what he ought to have been. 
- A Boy, who had been bringing Water to his Houſe 
in two earthen Veſlels, accidentally broke them, and 
Selkirk beat him ſo wamercifully, that his Life was de- 
ſpaired of. Whether any Allowance may be made for 
him, confidering the rough Manners of ſea-faring Peo- 
ple, eſpecially Privateers, I leave to the Reader's Con- 
 Hideration. The Boy, it ſeems did not die, but Mr. 
Selkirk was challenged by the Kirk Seſſion of the 
Pariſh, and ordered by them to appear before the Con- 
gregation, on the Place of public Penitence, that be 
might be rebuked for his Inhumanity. Not chooſing 
to ſubmit to ſuch Diſcipline, and, as I ſhould hope, 
touched with Remorſe, he immediately diſappeared 
from Largo, and bis Friends never ſaw him afterwards. 
nk | wM) They 
N * Oliphnot, 
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They nnderfland he was much about BM and Lvey- 
pool, and ſome of his Connections, of the ſame Name 
were lately employed in the Slave Trade from one of 
thoſe Places. I ſuppoſe, ſays Mr. Oliphant, the 
Widow of a Capt. James Selcraig, who ſeveral Years 
ago was deſtroyed on the Coaſt of Africa, is now liv- 
ing in Briftol or Liverpool.” 

Some conſiderable Time, perhaps Grand Years, 
after his abſconding to avoid the Mortification of Pe- 
nance, an Engh/b Woman, who aſſerted that the was 
his Widow, inflitated a Proſecution againſt his Rela- 
tions at Zargo, in order to recover his Portion of Patri- 
mony. The Proceſs was attended with fo much 
Expence that they were obliged to ſell moſt of their 
Property in that Place. I know not how it ended, 
but ſurely if ſhe had not been his Widow, it is not 
likely the could have maintained her Claim ſo for- 
cibly. | 5 

Jobn Selkirk, above-mentioned, 4 Weaver at Largo, 
in 1794, was in Poſſeflion of the Gum and Cheft which 
his Great Uncle brought from Jukn Fernandez. They 
alſo had a drinking Cup of Cocoa-Nut Shell, tipped 
with Silver, which had been his Property ; but the 
Silver is now gone and the Cup only remains. 


Thus unfortunately ends the Hiftory of Alexander 
Selkirk, as far as I have been able to recover Ma» 
terials ftrictiy true. By his laſt Adventure he verified 
the Truth of bis own Remark to Stecle, That be was 
newer ſo happy #s wohen W, 
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If exer he met with his Friend Inden Rogers again, 
he might have addreſſed him in the Words of Horace, 


20 | Obſeero, et obteflor; Vite me redde priori; 
* Qui ſemel aſpexit, quantim dimiſſa petitis 
Fan; maturt redeat, repetatque relicta. 
; To that bleſt State, in which I liy'd before, 
| O take me back, I carneſtly implore. 

'Let thoſe, who Shades for ſolid Good purſue, 
1 Return: in Tae and wan Bliſs renew. ' 


- * \4 F % * 
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SUPPLEMENT: 14 


Containing AurRHNTIC NagRaTIVES, relating to 
Several Perſons left in Situations fimilar to that of 


ALEXANDER SELKIRK,. 


3 


Tolkte me, Teucri, quaſcunque abducite Terras: ; Fo 
Hoc ſat erit. Vu.rgil. 
2 n 8 — 

I. 
THE ADVENTURES OP _— 
PETER SERRANO, .. ... 


Who lived ſeven Wee eee 
of PERCUL. 


* the Nya / Commentaries of Peru. By Gen 
De La Nga. Tranflated by Sir Paul Rycaut, Kt, 
Fol. Lond. 1688. 
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P ETER SERRANO clean from Shipwreck by 
ſwimming to that deſert Iſland, which from him receiy- 
ed its Name, being as be reported, about two Leagues 
in Compaſs, and for ſo much it is laid down, in the 
Waggoner,* three little Iſlands, with divers ſhallow 
Places about them; ſo that all Ships keep at a Diſ- 
tance from them, avoiding them with all poſhble Care 


and CircumſpeRion. F 
t 


— 38 


A Book of Charts, See Chambers's Cyclopædia. 
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It vas Perer Serrano s Misfortune to be loſt upor 
theſe Places, and to ſave his Life on this diſconſolat: 
Ifland, where was neither Water, Wood, Graſs, or any 
Thing for Support of human Life, at leaft not for 

Maintenance of him ſo long a Time, as until ſome 
Ship paſſing by might redeem him from periſhing by 
Hunger and Thirſt; which languiſhing Manner of 
Death is much more miſerable, than by a ſpeedy Suf- 
facation in the Waters. With the fad Thoughts here- 
of be paſſed the firſt Night, lamenting his Affliction 
with as many melancholy Reflections, as we may im- 

nine capable to enter into the Mind of a Wretch in 

2 like Extremities, 7 

| 8 So ſoon as it grew Day, he began to traverſe his 

1 2 Mand, and found on the Shore ſome Cockles, Shrimps, 

| and other Creatures of like Nature, which the Sea 

had thrown up, and which he was forced to eat raw, 

becauſe be wanted Fire to roaſt them. 

With this ſmall Entertainment he paſſed his Time, 

4 obſerving ſome Turtles not far from the Shore, he 

| watched a Convenience until they came within his 

| Reach, and then throwing them on their Backs, (which 

Is the Manner of taking that Sort of Fiſh) he cut the 

Throat, dripking the Blood inſtead of Water; and flicing 

out the Fleſh with a Knife, wbich was faſtened to his 

Girdle, he laid the Pieces to be dried and roaſted by 

| the Sun; the Shell he made Uſe of to rake up the 

Rain-Water, which lay in little Puddles, for that is a 
Country often ſubject to great and ſudden Rains. 

In this Manner he paſſed the firſt of bis Days, by 

Killing all the Turtles that he was able, ſome of which 

were ſo large, that their Shells were as big as Targets 

iy or 
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or Bueklers. Others were ſo great, that he was bot 
able to turn them, or ſtop them in their Way ta the 
Sea; ſo that in a ſhort Time, Experience taught him, 
which Sort he was able to deal with, and which were 
too unweildly for his Force. With his leſſer Shells he 
poured Water into the greater, ſome of which con · 
tained twelve Gallons ; ſo that having made ſafficient 


Proviſions both of Meat and Drink, he began to con- 


trive ſome Way to ſtrike Fire, that he might not only 
dreſs his Meat with it, but alſo make a Smoke, to give 
a Sign to any Ship, which was paſting. ry | 
Confidering of this Invention, (for Seamen are much 
more ingenious in all Times of Extremity,. than Men 
bred at Land) he ſearched every where to find out a 
Couple of hard Pebbles, infiead of Flints; his Knife 
ſerving in the Place of a Steel; but the Ifland being 
all covered over with a dead Sand, and no Stone ap- 
pearing, be ſwam into the Sea, and diving often to'the 
Bottom, he at length found a Couple of Stones fit for 
his Purpoſe, which he rubbed together, until he got 
them to an Edge, with which being able to ſtrike 


Fire, he drew ſome Threads out of his Shirt; which he 
worked ſo fmall, that it was like Cotton, and ferycd... 
For Tinder; ſo that having contrived a Means to kin- 
dle Fire, he gathered a great Quantity of Sea: Weeds, 
thrown up by the Waves, which, with the Shells f 


Fiſh, and the Planks of Ships, which had been wrecked 


on thoſe Sholes, afforded Nouriſhment for his Fuel. 
And left ſudden Showers ſhould extinguiſh his Fire, 


he made a little Covering, like a ſmall Hut, with the 
Shells of the largeſt Turtles or Tortoiſes that he had 
© Killed; taking great Care that his Fire ſhould hot Fo 
gut. 
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In the Space of two Months, and ſooner, he was as 
uriprovided of all Things as he was at firſt, for with 
the great Rains, Heat, and Moifture of that Climate, 
his Provifions were corrupted; and the great Heat of 
the Sun was ſo violent on him, having neither Clothes 
to cover him, nor Shadow for a Shelter, that When he 
was, as it were, broiled in the Sun, ho r aa 
EINE: into the Sea. 3s. 

In this Miſery. and Care he — the Veal du- 
ring which Time he/ſaw ſeveral: Ships at Sea, and as 
often made his Smoke; but none turned ont of their 
Way to ſee what it meant, for fear of thoſe Shelves 
and Sands, Which wary Pilots. avoid with all imagin- 
able Circumnſpection; ſo that the poor Wretch defpair- 
ing of all Manner of Relief, eſteemed it a Mercy for 
inn to die, and arrive at that Period which 7 could 
Put an nd to his Miſeries. 

210 Being expoſed 1 in this Manner to all eee the 
Mair of his Body grew ein that Manner; that he was 
coveredall over with Briffles, the Huir of his Head 


aid Beard reaching to his. Waiſt, that he appeared like 


c_ wild and: ſavage Creature. 
At the End of three Years, Serrano was ſtrathgery 


Sd with the Appearance of a Man in his Iſland, 


whoſ Ship had, the Nigbt before, been caſt away 


"upon thoſe Sands, and who had ſaved. himſelf on a 
Hank of the Veſſel; ſo ſoon as it was Day, be eſpied 
whe Smoke, and ann. ann was, he * 
NE it. 


A ſoon as they ſaw each other, it is . to * 
—— the moſt amazed; Serrano imagined. that it 
was.the Devil, who came in the Shape of a Man, to 
Ip tewpt 


- 
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tempt him to Deſpair: The New - Comer believes Ser- 
raxo to be the Devil in his own proper Shape and 
Figure, being covered over with Hair and Beard: in 
fine, they were both afraid, flying one from the other. 


Peter Serrano ctied'ont; as he ran; Jeſws, Jeſus; deliver me 
Nom the Devil. Fhe other hearing this, took Courage; 
and, returning again to him, called out, Brother, 
Brother, don't fly from me, for I am a Chriftian, as thou 
art. And becauſe he ſaw that Serrano ſtill ran from 
him, he repeated the Credo, or Apoſtles' Creed in 
Words aloud : Which when Serrano heard; be knew it 
was no Devil, that would recite thoſe Words, and 
thereupon gave a Stop to his Flight; and returning with 
great Kindneſs they embraced each other with Sighs. 
and Tears, lamenting their ſad Eſtate, without any 
Hopes of Deliverance. | Serrano ſuppoſing that his 
Gueſt wanted Refreſhment, entertained him withſach. * 
MIRO | Proviſions. 


. 
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Proviſions as his miſerable Life afforded : and having 
a little comforted each other, they began to recount 
the Manner and Occafion of their ſad Diſaſters. 
For the better Government of their Way of Living, 
they defigned-their Hours of Day and Night to certain 
Services; ſuch a Time was appointed to kill Fiſh for 
cating, ſuch Hours for gathering Weeds, Fiſh-Bones, 
and other Matters which the Sea threw up, to main- 
tain their conſtant Fire ; and eſpecial-Care bad they to 
obſerve their Watches, and relieve each other at cer- 
tain Hours, that fo they might bees their Fire went 
not out. 

In this Manner they lived . 
certain Days; for many did not paſs, before a Quarrel 
aroſe between them, ſo high, that they were ready to 
fight. The Occafion proceeded from ſome Word: 
_ that one gave the other, That he took not that Care 
and Labour, as the Extremity of their Condition re- 
quired. This Difference fo inereafed, (for to ſuch 

Miſery do our Paſſions often betray us) that at length 
they ſeparated and lived apart one from the other. 
However in a ſhort Time having experienced the 
Want of that Comfort which mutual Society procures, 
their Choler was appeaſed, and ſo they returned to en- 
joy Couverſe, and the Aſſiſtance, which Friendſhip 
and Company afforded, in which Condition they paſſed 
aur Years; during all which Time they ſaw many 
Ships ſail near them. Yet none would be fo charitable 
| - or curious, as to be invited by their Smoke and Flame; 
I ſo that being now almoſt deſperate, they expected no 
-other Remedy befides Deatb, to put an End to their 


Howeyer | 
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However at length a Ship venturing to paſs nearer 
than ordinary, eſpied the Smoke; and rightly judging 
that it muſt he made by ſome ſhipwrecked Perſans 
eſcaped to thoſe Sands, hoifted out their Boat to take 
them in. Serrano and his Companion readily ran to 
the Place where they ſaw the Boat coming: but as 
ſoon as the Mariners approached ſo near, as to dil- 
tinguiſh the ſtrauge Figure and Looks of theſe two 
Men, they were ſo affrighted, that they began to row 
back. But the poor Men cried out, and, that they 
might believe them not to be Devils or Evil Spirits, 
they rehearſed the Creed, and called aloud on the 
Name of Jeſus. With which Words the Mariners re- 
turned, took them into the Boat, and carried them to 
the Ship, to the great Wonder of all preſent, who with 
Admiration bebeld their bairy Shapes, not like Men 
but Beaſts, and with fingular Pleaſure heard them 
relate the Story af their paſt Misfortunes. | 

The Companion died in his Voyage to Spain, byt 
Serrano lived to come thither ; from whence he travel- 
led into Germany, where the Emperor* then reſided: 
all which Time he nourithed his Hair and Beard, wo 
ſerve as an Evidence and Proof of his paſt Life. 
Whereſoever he came, the People preſſed, as to a Sight, 
to ſee him for Money. Perſons of Quality, having 
the ſame Curiofity, gave bim- ſufficient to defray his 
Charges: and his Imperial Majeſty having ſeen him 
and heard his Diſcourſes, beſtowed a Rent upon, hing 
of four Thouſand Pieces of Eight a Year, which make 
4800 Ducats in Peru. And going to the Poſſeſſion of 
this Income, he died at Panama, without farther En, 
joyment. | Al. 

* Charles V. 
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All this Story was related to me by a Gentleman 
_ ealled Garci Sanchez de Figueroa, one who was ac- 
quainted with Serrano, and heard it from his own 
Mouth. 

After he had ſeen the Emperor he cut his Hair and 
his Beard to ſome convenient Length, becauſe it was 
ſo long before, that when he turned himſelf on his 
Bed, be often lay upon it, which incommoded him ſo 
as to diſturb his Sleep. 

N. B. Thus far De La Vega, who does not affix any 
Date to Scrrand's Refidence on the Iſland, but it was 
moſt probably between 1525, when Pizarro firſt ſailed 
from Panama for Peru, and 1555, when the Emperor 
abdicated tbe Government. * 


II. Account of a FRENCHMAN, 


Who lived twenty Months on Maurice Lund now 
called the Je of France. 


From The Voyages and Travels of John Albert De Man- 
* delslo, into the Eaft-Indies, —Fol. Lond. 1662. P. 246. 


"ABOUT the Year 1598, three Englißs Ships failed 
for the Eaft Indies with piratical Views, being the firſt 
who had attempted any Thing of that Kind in thoſe 
Parts, It ſeems they touched upon the Coaſt of France, 
where a French Soldier joined them in their Deſign. 
Providence, however, ſeems eminently to have blaſted 
their wicked Intentions ; for one of the Ships was caſt 
away near the Cape of Good Hope. At this Time fick- 

neſs 
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neſs alſo had conſumed moſt of the Men, ſo that there 
not being Hands ſufficient to manage two Veſſels, 
they ſet Fire to another. With the remaining one 
they proceeded to the Coaſt of India, where they ob- 
tained ſome Booty ; but ſoon after the Ship was wreck- 
ed, and all the Men drowned, except ſeven, viz. four 
Engliſhmen, two Negroes, and the French Soldier, 
What Booty they had ſaved they diſpoſed into a 
Canoe, and put to Sea, with the deſperate Deſign of 
returning to Europe. / 

They made fhift to get to Mauritius, or Maurice 
Iſland, at that Time uninhabited. The Dutch ſettled 
there about 1640, but it is now poſſeſſed by the French, 
who call it the e of France. 

Here the two Negroes formed a Deſign to rid them- 
ſelves of their Comrades ; but being diſcovered, they 
threw themſelves into the Sea, and were drowned. The 
four Ergl;/bmen determined to purſue the Voyage, bat 
the Frenchman (apprehending they ſhould be loft in 
doubling the Cape of Good Hope) rather than expoſe 
bimſelf to the Mercy of the Sea, in ſo ſmall a Veſſel, 
choſe to continue on the Iſland, and ſubſiſt as he 


could. The 'Engli/hmen accordingly departed in the 


Canoe, about January, 1600, but were neyer heard of 
_— 

Mandelſlo mentions there being Cocoa, Date, and 
other Fruit Trees, on the Ifland : Herons, and other | 
Birds, at that Time ſo tame, that a Man might take- 
them with his Hand ; but r no gong; ts. coun? The RNs 
abound with Fiſh. | | 

He ſays, however, that the poor Frenchman' FR on 


N othing but Tortoiſes, of which-there is abundanee;” 
and 
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and ſome of them prodigiouſly large. Theſe he was 
obliged to eat raw, having no Means to procure Fire, 
Freſh Water be bad in Plenty. 

Before his Clothes were worn out, his new and 
ſtrange Mode of Life threw him into a burning Fever, 
which heightened into ſuch a Degree of Madneſs, that 
he. tore them to Pieces, and went entirely naked, 
during the Remainder of his Refidence here; but he 
did not, with his Health, recover the proper Uſe of his 

Underſtanding. - | 

At length after one Year and eight Months miſer- 
able Exiſtence, the Durch arrived. bere in September, 
1601. They were not a little ſarprized (ſays Man- 
delſto, at the Sight of him, and conceived it would be 
no eaſy Matter to reſtore him to his Senſes, though 
he bebaved himſelf well enough otherwiſe, and was 
in very good Health.“ What afterwards became of 
this por Wretch, the only Sarvivor of three Ships' 
Compopiey, i is not t meniioned. TL 


a 


III. Of an ENGLISHMAN,' 
Caſt upon a ſmall Iſland between Scotland and end. 


; 1014. Sir William Monſon. was ſent to four the 
Scotch and 1rifh: Seas, which were much infeſted with 
Pirates ;* nevertheleſs the next Year, 1615, the ordin- 
ary Paſſage Boat, ſailing from England to Dublin, was 
taken by a. French Pirate, but a Tempeſt ariſing im- 


mediately after, BT: were obliged to let it 8⁰ again. 
ag Thero 
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„ » Campbell's Admirals, V. II. P. 15. , - 


( 16 ) 


There happened to be three Perſons then in N 
thus left to the Mercy of the Wind and Waves, which 
carried thembetween Freland and Scotland, into the main 
Sea, expecting to be caſt away every Minute. They had 
neither Victuals or Drink, except ſome Sugar which 
happened to be in the Boat. Upon this they lived, 
and drank their own Urine, till their Bodies were ſo 
dried up that they could make no more. In this doles 
ful Condition, one of the Company, being quite ſpent 
with Fatigue and Miſery, died, and was heaved over- 
board by the remaining two. After a while, 
{ond grew ſo feeble, that be laid himſelf along in 
the Boat, ready to yield up the Ghoſt, In this Ex- 
rremity, the third providentially deſcried a ſmall Iſland, 
towards the Extremities of Scotland. It was a great 
Way off, but he encouraged the dying Man to rouſe 
himſelf with Hopes of Life ; and accordingly upon 
this good News, he raiſed himſelf up, and by and by, 
the Boat was caſt upon a Rock and ſplit, the two Men 
eſcaping up into the Iſland. They found Nothing at 
all growing there, neither Graſs, Tree, or any Thing 
elſe by which a Man could procure Sabſiftence, nor 
any Shelter from the Weather, except about the Mid- 
dle of the Ifland, where there were two long Stones 
pitched in the Ground, and a Third laid upon them, 
like a Table, which they judged to have been ſo pla- 
ced by ſome Fiſhermen to dry their Fiſh upon; and 
under theſe they ſlept at Night. 

They 
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They pow judged themſelves to be in a more 
wretched Condition. than if, being ſwallowed up by 
the Sea ; they had been delivered from the Extremitics 
they wete in for want of Meat and Drink. Vet God, 
in his good Providence, was pleaſed to wake ſome Pro- 
viſion for them; for tbey took ſome Sea» Mews, Which 
they dried in the Wind and Sun, and. then eat raw. 
They alſo caught ſome Sed. -Dogs aud fouyd ſome Eggs 
in the Crevices of the Racks, by the. Sca-Side. Thus, 
through God's good Providence, they had Wherewitbal 
to ſubfiſt, fo as to keep them from ſlarving. But what 
they thought moſt inſupportale was-Thirſt, becauſe 
The Place afforded” no freth Water, except what fell 
from the Clouds, and was left in certain Cavities, 
which Time had made in the Rock, Neither could 
they have this at all Seafons, becauſe the Iſland, or 
rather Rock, being fall and iy ing low, in ftormy 

: Weather 


( 171 ) 


Weather the Waves daſhed over it, and filled the Fits 
with Salt Water. 

Before they had been here long, they buik 6 Riad 
of Hat with Boards from the Ruins of the Boat, which 
ſerved them for a more comfortable Shelter than the 
Stones, agaiaft the Rain and Injuries of the Wind ous 
Weather. | 

In this Condition they lived together for about the 
Space of fix Weeks, comforting one another, and find- 
ing ſume Eaſe io their common Calamity, till at laſt the 
poor Eng/i/bman belng left alone, the Burden became al- 
moſt inſupportable. For one Day, awaking in the Morn- 
ing, be miſſed his Comrade, and getting up, went calling 
and ſeeking all about the Iſland for him. Not being 


able by any Means to find him, he fell into ſuch De- 


ſpair, that he frequently reſolved to caſt himſelf down 
headlong into the Sea, and ſo put a final Periods to 
that Affliction, of which he had endured but one half, 
while he had a Friend to divide it with him. 

What became of his Companion he could not gueſs: 
whether Deſpair forced him to that Extremity, or 
whether, getting up in the Night, not fully awake, 
he had fallen into the Sea: but he rather thought, 
that, through want of proper Care, he fell from the 
Rock, as he was looking for Birds' Eggs, for it was 
very ſteep on that Side. He had diſcerned no Diſ- 
traction in bim, neither could he imagine that he 
ſhould, on a ſudden, fall into that Deſpair, againſt 
which he had ſo fortified himſelf by frequent and fer- 
vent Prayer. By the Way, the more a Man, in what+ 
ſoever Situation, attends to the Duties of Chriſtianity, 
the leſs will he be under a Temptation to commit 
Suicide. P 2 His 
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His Loſs fo affected the poor diſconſolate Survivor, 
that he oft took bis Beer, as Mr. Clarke expreſſes it, 
with a Purpoſe to have leaped from the Rocks into 
the Sea, yet ſtill bis Conſcience ſtopped him, ſuggeſt- 
ing to him, that if he did it, be would be utterly 
damned for his Self-Murder. 

Being now entirely alone, another Affliction befel 
him, which was this. His only Knife, with which he 
uſed to cat up the Sa Dogs, and Sea-Mews, having a 
bloody Cloth wrapped round it, was carried away, as 
he ſuppoſed, by ſome Bird of Prey, Being now not 
able to kill any more, he was reduced to the following 
Extremity, viz. with much Difficulty, he got a great 
Nail out of one of the Boards of his Hut, which he 
made Shift ſo to ſharpen upon the Stones, that it reed 
him inſtead of a Knife. we 
By Degrees bis Clothes wore out, and when Winter 
came on, and every Thing wore a more doleful Aſpect 
than before, he endured the greateſt Miſery imagin- 
able: for many Times, the Rock and his Hut were ſo 
covered with Snow, that it was not poſſible for him to 
80 abroad to provide his Food, wbich Extremity. 
put him upon this Invention. He thruſt out a little 
Stick at the Crevice of his Hut and baiting it with a. 
little Sca-Dogs' Fat, by that Means caught ſome Sea- 
Mews, which he took with his Hand from under the 
Snow; and thus kept himſelf from flarving. 

In this ſad and ſolitary Condition he lived for about 
eleven Mouths, expecting to end his Days there, when 
the | gracious Providence of God ſent a Ship thither, 
which delivered him out of as great _ as . 
any Man was ever in. | T 


In 


1950 


In the Year 1616, a Fleming, named Pielman, com- 
ing from Drontheim, in Norway, in a Veſſel laden with 
Boards, was overtaken by a Calm, dutiug which the 
Current carried him upon the Rock or Iſland, where 
the poor Engliſiman dragged on his miſerable Ex- 
iſtence. 

This P:ickman was well known in England and Hol- 
land, for his Art and Dexterity in getting out of the 
Sea the great Guns of the Spani/h Armada, which was 
driven upon the Coaſts of Scotland and Treland, in 

1588, ' 
. He was now in 4 Danger of wh caſt away, 
and to avoid being wrecked, ordered ſome of his Men 
to get into the Shallop, and to tow off the Ship. They 
having done fo, would needs climb up into a certain 
Rock to look for Birds Eggs. As ſoon as they were 
got up, they at ſome Diſtance perceived the Fi igure of 
A Man, hence they imagined there were, others lark- 
- ing thereabout, or that this Man had made his Eſcape 
-..thitber-to-avoid ſome Pirates, who, if not prevented, 
5 - might ſorprize their Ship. On this, without Kopping 
to relieve him, they returned, with all the aer 
could to their Shallop, and ſo. got on Bard. 
; The Calm continuing, and the-Current of the 


Mill driving: them upon the Hand, they ale rag. 


— the Long Boat. and to tow'the Vollel 
The Man whom they had ſeen before, was in the 


mean Time, come to the Brink of the Ifland, and 

made Signs, with his Hands lifted up, entreating them 

to come nearer; ſometimes falling on his Knees, and 

joining his Hands together, begging and crying to them 
tor Relief. 


on At 


* 


„„ 


At firſt they made ſome Dĩeulty about going to 


2 


— 


him, but at Length, being overcome by his lamen- 
table Signs, tbey went nearer the Iſtand, where they 
ſaw ſomething that was more like a Ghoſt than a 
liviog Perſon : a Body ſtark naked, black and hairy, a 
meagre and deformed Countenance, with hollow and 
diftorted Eyes, which raiſed ſuch Compaſſion in them, 


that they endeavoured to take him into the Boat. But 


F 


+ 


* 
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the Rock was ſo ſteep thereabout, that it was impoſſible 
for them to land: whereupon they went about the 
Ifland,: and came at laſt to a flat Shore, where they 
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look bim on Board, at the ſame Rock where be had 
been caſt on Shore. They ſaw neither Graſs nor Tree 
on the Hand, or any Shelter, except the Hut which 


the poor Man and his Companion bad built. 


x A 


The Sun was ſet ere they got to the Ship, * the 
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Wind immediately roſe and drove them off from the 4 
Iſland. - Obſerving this Providence fo ſingularly diſ- 
played, they imagined that what they bad brought 


with them was not a Man, ſince he had not the Figure ' 
of one; \whereupon they were the more inquiſitive to 14 
know who he was, and by what Means be came to 9 


that uninhabitable Place. Upon which he gave them ; 
his Hiſtory. as already related. The following Lines 4 


from Virgil concerning Achæmenides, are fo applicable 
on this Occaſion, that I have alteted but about fix 
Words in the whole. » ; i 
Poſter@ jamque Dies primo furgebat Eoo, #8 
1 Aurora Polo dimoverat Unbram: 4 
cum fubits 7 à Scopuh, Macte confecta ſupremd; * 
Eunoti nova Forma Tri, miſcrandaque 1, | 
Procedit, ſupplexgue Marne ad Littora tendit. 
" Beſpicimus > diva Illirijes, immifſaque Barba, 
1 Continuat ue Grudum mor ſeſe ad Littora Ppreveeps* 
Cum Pletu Precibusque tulit, Genibn/que valutum y 
Toi me wobis, quaſcumpne abducire Term: .) 
uc ſui crit. Qui fit, fari, quo Sanguine ofttus,” 
Hiriamur: quae deinde agitet Fortuna fateri.” 
* Tofe Gubernator dextram, non multa moratus, 
f Dua Mifero, atquꝰ Am mum preſenti Pignore uma. 
1 Bax, depofitd tandem Formidine, futur. 


2 bright led on the early Day, 
The humid Shades Aurora drove away, 
When ſudden on a Rock a Shape we view, 
"Scarce Hike a Man, yet ſtrangely human too. 
Wort down by Want, with pendent Lengthrof Beard, 
Beſmear'd with Filth, the unknown Form appear d. 
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© 'He ſuppliant lifts his Hands, and ſeeks the Shore, 
His earneſt Cries and Tears our Aid implore. 
He ill advances till the Wretch we ſee 
Cloſe by the Shore upon his 'bended Knee, 
O take me, take me, from this Seat of Woe; 
That, that's enough! I aſk not where ye ga. 
With ſoothing Words we ſpeak, we aſk his Name, 
By what dire Fortune to this Rock he came. 
The Maſter too, without the leaſt Delay, 
Gives the Right hand, and drives his Fears away. 
In Hope, no more ſuch Wretchedneſs to know, 
He then relates his plaintive Tale of Woe. 


The Maſter of the Ship commiſerating his deplora- 
5 ble Condition, treated him ſo well, that within a 
few Days he was quite another Creature. He after- 
wards ſet him aſhore at Londonderry, and ſometime 
after ſaw him again at Dublin; where ſuch as had 
heard. of his ſingular Affliction gave him Money to 
enable him to return to. Exg/and, bis native Country. 
Mr. James Wright, of Warwick, Haberdaſher, was very 
well acquainted with him, often heard him tell his 
Sufferings, and related the above Circumſtances to my 
Author, the Rev. Samuel Clarke, when he lived there. 
The Lord Mayor of London, likewiſe told the greater 
Part of the Story, to Jobn Albert de n when 
he'was i in London, Jan. 2, 1640, 


Clarke's Aan or Looking-Gla/ſe, both for Seine and 
| 2 Held 4 in ſome NN of Examples, 
Vw &4 IV. Bola 


6 


IV. Bold Adventure of a DUTCHMAN, 
At Sr. HT EVA. 


TE Lord Mayor alſo related to Mandelſlo, another 
ſingular and bold Adventure. A Dutch Ship returning 
from the Eaft-Indies, one of the Seamen was con- 
demned to Death for ſome capital Crime. Soon after 
arriving at &. Helena, at that Time aminbabited, they 
changed his Puniſhment, determining to leave bim 
there, and accordinzly put bim on Shore. 

© The unhappy Man, repreſenting to himſelf the Hor- 
rors of ſach a Solitude, perhaps in a greater Degree 
than be need, fell upon the following deſperate Enter- 
priſe. They had that Day buried one of the Officers. 
The poor Seaman contrived to open the Grave and get 
the Coffin up. He then forced it mag 
the Body. 

* next — Coll IRE and n 
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ſeativg himſelf in it, ventured out, having made a 
Kind of Rudder of the upper Board. Happily for 
bim, there was at that Time a very great Calm, and 
the Ship lay, as it were immoveable, within a League 
and a Half of the Iſland. 

© Thoſe on Board, ſeeing ſo odd a Kind of Boat float- 
ing upon the Water, were much alarmed, thinking it 
had beer an Apparition. But when they could diſ- 
ern who and what it was, they were , equally amazed 
at the unaccountable Boldneſs of; the Man, who had 
ventured fo far, in a few Buards flightly nailed to- 
gether, which a ſmall Wave would have overſet, when 
he could have no Aſſurance of being received by thoſe 
who bad ſo lately ſentenced him to Death. 

It was however pat to the Queſtion, and though 
ſome. were for, having the Sentence executed, get Pity 


and Admiration prevailing, they determined to take 
him on Board again. Being once more ſafe in the 
Ship, be returned to Holland, where he afterwards 
mefided at Horm, on the Zayder Zee, and related unto 


how miraculouſly the Lord had delivered him. 
ue Mirror P. 616, Ee argon. 


————— 


O a. Men whottived Iwo Tears on the 
RANCADORIES, 


| Rev. Dicrca/e Mather, Teacher of u Church at 
wn New-£:g/2and, mentions; his having ſeen 2 
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About fixty Leagues from the 1/{e , Providence, 
near the Gr/pbof Nicaragua, are ſome Rocks and Sands 
called the Rencadorees, or Ile of Rencador. About the 
Year 1638, a Ship fell foul upon them. Ten of the 
floating Paſſengers got to a Spot of Land, where bay- 
ing breathed awhile , and expecting to periſh by Fa- 
mine, eight of them choſe ratber to commit themſelves 
to'the Mercy of the Waves. 'Two only ftayed upon 
this ſmall Spot of Land, one of whom ſoon died, and 
was buried in the Sand by his ſorlorn Companion. 
This Solitary Perſon in the Midſt of the roaring Wa- 
ters, was encompaſſed with the Goodnels of Divine 
Providence, whilſt, moſt probably, his former Cam- 
panions all periſhed. Within three Days, God was 
pleaſed to ſend this fingle Perfon, who now alone was 
both Lord and Subject in this bis little Commonwealth, 
good Store of Fowls, and to render them fo tame, that 
the forloru Man could piek and chooſe, as he pleafed. 
Fiſt'were alſo now and then caſt up within bis Reach; 
be alſo found ſomething which ſerved for Fuel to dreſs 
them, having a Flint, by which he was enabled to kindle 
a Fire. Thus lived this inſulary Anchoret, for about 
two Years, till 1640, when he ſaw a Dutch Veſſel 
pear the Ifland. On this he faſtened a Rag of this 
Shirt upon the Top of a Stick and held it out towards 
them. They being come near-empugh to ſec it, uſed 
Means to fetch him off from his ſandy Refidence, and 
took him to the e of Providence. * The Man baving in 
fo long a Time converſed only with Heaven, looked 
atfirft very ſtrangely, and was not able at firſt 22 
ence promptly to ſpeak and anſwer.” | - 


HDuirreuſe Mathers Bffay for tb Recording tg 


Provident. 829. Boſton, 1684. P. 71, 72. 
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v. The * of Mr. Kn Al HOW, 
oF Epc | ” 


"IE th 1676; Mr. Babes Bow, of 
New-Haven, in New England, with his two eldeſt 
Sons; one Mr. Azugur 3 Caleb Joncs, Son to Mr. Willian 
Jones, one of the Magiſtrates of New-Haven; and a 
Boy; fix Perſons in all; ſet fail from New Haven for 
Boſton, in a ſmall Ketch, of about 17 Tons. 

Having diſpatched his Buſineſs there, be failed for 

New-Haven, on the 10th of September, but was for- 
ced back to Boſton, by contrary Winds. Here Mr. How 
was ſeized with a violent Flax, which continued nearly 
a Month; many being at that Time fick, and ſome 
dying of the ſame. 
; Being in ſome Degree reſtored to Health, he 
again ſailet from Baſton, Oct. 10th. They went with 
a fair Wind as far as Cape Cod: but on a ſudden the 
Weather became very tempeſtuous, ſo that they could 
not paſs the Cape, but were driven off to Sea, where 
they were in great Danger, experiencing terrible 
Storms, with outrageous Winds and Seas. 

His eldeſt Son fell fick and died about the 21ſt. 
No ſooner was he dead, than his other Son was taken 
ill and died alſo. his was-a bitter Cup to the poor 
Father, who was a pious Man. It is ſaid, 1 Chron. 
Vii. 22. That when the Sons of Ephraim were dead, 
«< Ephraim their Father mourned many Days, and his 
Brethren came to comfort him. But this our Ephraim 
bad no Relative to comfort him, though his Sons were 
; Sond. ty . Aion, nor could they 
bave 
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Have come to him. But he had this Contelalen, Þ 


they died in ſo religious and comfortable a Manner, 
that their Father ptofeſſed be had even Joy in parting 
with them. But his external Diſtreſs and 
were- now greater, for theſe Vouths were his oh 
Alſiſtants in werking the Veſſel: Soon after Culib 


Tones died, repenting of his Sins, and in the Belief af 


Sdlvation through Jeſus Chri/.) So ibat Felt the Com- 
(pany were now no more. 


Mr. How continued in avery fiekly and weak «via 


yet was neceffitated to ſtand at the Helm, twenty- 


four, and thirty-fix Hours at a Time. During this 
Time the Sea was ſo boiſterous, as frequently to break 
over the Veſſel, that if he had not been laſhed faſt he 
müſt have been waſhed overboard. Tn this Extremity, 
he was at a Loſs in his own Thoughts, whether he 
ſhould perſiſt in endeavouring to make for the New 
England Shore, or bear away for the "Southern Iilands. 
Upon his propolitfy the Queſtion to Mr. Augur, they 
determined to pray earneſtly to God for Direction, aud 
then, according to the Cuſtom of ſome in thoſe Times, 
eo determine dis difficult Caſe by eaftiuꝶ Lot. They 
did fo, and it fell upon Neu- England. 
Nearly about the 7th of M Mmber they loft their 
Rudder, ſo that now they could rely on God alone, 
In this deplorable State, as to human Endeavours, 
they drove up and down, for a Fortnight longer. Dur- 


| ing the laſt ſix Weeks, the por, infirm Skipper How 


Was hardly ever dry, nor had t hey the Benefit of warm 
Food, above thrice or thereabouts. 1 
At length about the 21 f Noveraber, early in tis 


_ | @ Morning. 


* 
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—— the Veſſel was driven on the Tailings of a 
Ledge of Rocks, where the Sea broke violently, Look- 
1 out they ſaw. a diſmal rocky Iſland to ghe Lee- 
| ward; upon which, if the Providence of God had not 
* y the! Breakers given them timely Warning, they 
had been daſhed to Pieces. This Extremity was the 
Lord's Opportunity to appear ſor their Deliverance. 
1 They immediately let go an Anchor, and got out the 
Boat, and the Sea became calm. The Boat proving 
leaky, and they being in great Terror, they took but 
AAittle out of the Ketch, but got on Shore as they could. 
Here they could diſcover neither Man or Beaſt. It 
was a ſmall, rocky, deſolate Iſland, near Cape Sable, 
the ſouthern Extremity of Vova- Scotia. They now 
appeared to be in great Danger of being ſtarved to 
Death, but the Storm returning, beat ſo violently upon 
9 the Veſſel, as it ſtill lay at Anchor, that it was 
ſtaved to Pieces, and ſeveral Things, floated to the 

S Shore, 
A appears they had the flowing Articles towards 

eir fature Support, viz : 


A Caſk gf Gunpowder, which * no Damage 
from the er. 
A Barrel of Wing 
Half a Barrel of Molailes. | 
Several uſeful Articles towards building a Tent. 


. which they had, 
| Fire Arms and Shot, * 
A Pot for boiling ; and moſt probably other Things 
not mentioned in the Nazzative. 
. "bas > A heir 


zAll the above drifted from the Wreck; beſides 
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Their Tent was ſoon erected, for the Cold was now 
getting ſevere, but new and great Diſtreſſes attended 
them, for though they had Arms and Ammunition, 
there were ſeldom any Fowls to be ſeen, except Crows, 
Ravens, and Sea-Gulls. Theſe were ſo few, that the 
Skipper How could ſeldom ſhoot more than one at a 
Time. Many Times Half a Fowl, with the Liquor 
it was boiled in, ſerved for a Meal for all three. Once 
they lived five Days without any. Suſtenance, but 
did not feel themſelves pinched with Hunger as at 
other Times; which they eſteemed a e Favour 
of Heaven unto them. 


When they had lived in this miſerable Condition 
twelve Weeks, Mr. How's dear Friend and Com- 
panion, Mr. Augur, died, about the Middle of Febru- 
ary, 1677; ſo that he had none left to conworſe with 
but the Lad, who likewiſe departed on the 2d of April. 

Mr. How was now the ſole Inhabitant of this WS | 
deſolate Spot during April, May, and June, and 1 
ſaw Fiſhing-Veſſels, every now and then, failing. | 
by; ſome of which came even nearer to the Ifland | 
than that which at laſt took him off. He uſed all tbe 4 
Means in his Power to make them acquainted with 4 
his Diftreſs ; but they either did not ſee bim, or.were | 
afraid to approach cloſe to the Iſland, leſt ſome of thoſe 8 | 
Indians ſhould” be quartered there, who were at that 
Time in Hoſtility againſt the Eugliſb, viz. the North- , 

Eaft Indians, who held out after the Death of the » 
famous Philip, King of the Wompanoags. = N 


The good Man, while he abode here, obſerved many | 
Days of Faſting and Prayer, in which he confeſſed and D | 
| Q 2 bewailed 
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bewatted/his Sins, which had rendered bim the Object 
of ſuch a Calamity, and cried to God to paint ont a Way 

for his Deliverance. At laſt it came into his Mind, 
that he ought” very ſolemnly ta give Thanks to God, 
for the great Mercies and fiogular Preſervation be had 
thus far experienced; He accordingly ſet apart a Duy 

for that Purpoſe, ſpending bis Time in grateful Ac- 
knowkdgments to the Almighty, for au the Mercies 
of his" paſt Tie, as far as ever he could call them to. 
Mind; and efpeciatly! for thoſe Divine Favouts which 
had been intermixed with all bis Froubles; humbly 
returning Thanks for the Preſer vation of his Life, as 
it.were, by a Miracle of Mercy. 


Immediately after this, a Veſſel belöngisg to Selen 


EEA 


pan Servant of God there, they ſent their Boat 
oni Shore; and took him away. He had been on the 
Ind more than ſeven Months, and above a Quarter 


© of Ne by bimſelf. On the 18th of July, ho ar- 


ri Salem and at laſt returned to his Family at 
MôHaren. They fora Tre had ſuppoſed 
b dead; by Which it appears he did not a 
r er yerhaps ere at "1 


Bare Marther's War: 1 4800. 
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VII. Remarkable Account of an 
INDIAN WOMAN, -_ 


Found on the South Side of Athapu/coro-Lake, Weſt 
of Hudſon's-Bay, in January, OR Mga 


- — 
* 


Tranſcribed Verbatim from Hearne's Journey from Hud: 
fon's-Bay to the Northern Ocean, 410. Lond. 170k 
P. 202,207. 


ON the eleventh of January, as ſome of my Com- 
panions were hunting, they ſaw the Track of a ſtra 
Snow-Shoe, which they followed ; and at a confider- 
able Diſtance came to a little Hut, were they diſcoyer- 
ed a young Woman fitting alone. As they found that 
ſhe underſtood their Language, they brobght her 
with them to the Tents. On Examination, ſhe proved 
to be one of the Meſtern Dog-ribbed Indians, who bad 
been taken Priſoner by the Athapuſcow Indians in the 
Summer of one Thonſand, ſeven Hundred and Seven- 

ty ; and in the following Summer, when the Indians 
that took her Priſoner, were near this Part, ſhe had 
eloped from them, with an Intent to return to her 


own Country ; but the Diſtance being ſo great, aud 


having, after ſhe was taken Priſoner, been carried in 
a Canoe the whole Way, the Turnings and g- 
of the Rivers and Lakes were ſo numerous, that 

fargot the Track; ſo the built the Hut in which we 
found her, to protect her from the Weather during 
the Winter, . here {be had refided from the ff 


+ ſetting in of the Fall. 


3 »* Hoem 


N 
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Frem her Account of the Moons paſt ſince her 
Elofement, it appeared that ſhe had been near ſeven 
Months without feeing = human Face; during all 
which ne ſhe had | ſupported herſelf very woll by 
ſnaring Partridges, . Rabbets, and Squirrels ; the had 


. alſo killed two or three Beavers and ſome Porcupines. 


That dhe did not ſeem to have been in Want is evident, 
as ſhe had a ſmall Stock of Proviſions by her, when 


he was diſcovered; and was in good Health and 


Condition, and I think one of the fineſt Women, of 
a real Irre Lee fron in any Part of Norz- 


3 

The Methods practi ſed by this poor Creature to 
procure a Liyelihood were truly admirable, and are 
great Pagofs that Neceſſity is the real Mother of In- 
vention. When the few Deer-Sinews that ſhe had 
an Opportunity of taking with her were all expended 
ip making Snares, and ſewing her Cloathing, the had 
Nothing to ſupply "their Place but the Sinews of the 
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Rabbets Legs and Feet ; theſe ſhe twiſted together for 


that Purpoſe with great Dexterity and Succeſy,, The 
Rabbets, &c. which ſhe caught, in thoſe 'Snares, not 
only furniſhed her with a comfortable Subſiſtence; 
but of the Skins The made a Suit of neat and warm 
Clothing for the Winter. It is ſcarcely poſſible to con- 
ceive that a Perſon in her fortorn Situation could be 
+S compoſed as to be capable of contriving or executing 
_any Thing that was not abſolutely neceſſary to her 
-Exiſfence ; ;. but. there were ſufficient Proofs: 11 ſhe 
bad extended ber Care muck farthethas all her Cloth- 
ing, befides being calculated for real Service, ſhewed 
great 


—— . ——— 
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great Taſte, 4 F exhibited no little. Variety of M- 
ment. The Materials, though rude, were very curiauſiy 
wrought, and ſo judicioufly placed; 2 a make the 
hole of ber Gerb have, a very P50. though 
rather romantic Appearance. 5 


Her leiſure Hours from Hilking bad b 8 
in twiſting the inner Rind or Bark of Wines into 
Lines, like Net- Twine, of which the had ſome 
undred Fathoms by her; with this ſhe intended to 
make a fi hing Net as ſoon as he Spring advanced. 
It is of the inner Bark of Mos, twiſted 2 
Manner, that the Dag-riled Miene make. their fſh- 
ing Neis; and they are much. preferable to thoſe 
made by the Nortbern Indians. 


Five. or fix Inches of an Tron Hoop, Wu 


Knife, and the Shank of an Arraw-Head of Iron, 


which ſerved her as an Awl, were all the Metals this 
poor Woman had with her when the eloped 3 and 
with theſe [mplements the had made herſelf complete 
Snow-Shoes, and ſeveral other uſeful Articles. 


Method of making a Fire was equally fingalar 
and eurious, having no-other Materials for that Pur- 
poſe than o hard ſulphureous Stones. > 
long Friction aud bard Knocking, produced a 
Sparks, which at length communicated to ſome 
Fouch wood ; hut as this Method wag attended with 
great Trouble, and not always: with Suceels, ſhe did 
not ſuffer her Fire to go out all:the Winter, Hence 
we may-concluge that the, had no Idea of producing 
* by Friction, in the Mapner e — phe 


S 
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E/tltmaur, and many'other pncivilized Nations; be- 
_ cauſe if ſhe had, the above · mentioned Precaution 
f mw haye been unneceſſary. 


"The S gularity of the Cirenmftance, the Comeli- 
neſs of her Perſon, and her approved Accompliſh- 
ments, occafioned a frong Conteſt between ſeveral of 
the an of my Party, who ſhould have her for a 
Wife; and the poor Girl was actually wan and loft at 
wreſtling by near Half a Score different Men the ſame 
Evening. My Guigg Matonadbee, who at that Time 
had no leſs than Wives, all Women grown, 
befides a young G eleven or twelve Years old, 
"would have put in for the Prize alſo, bad not one of 
his Wives made bim aſhamed of it, by telling him 
that be had already more Wives than he could properly 
attend. This Piece of Satire, however true, proved 
fatal to the poor Girl who dared to make fo open a 
Declaration; for the great Man, Matonabbee, who 
would willingly have been thought equal to eight or 
en in every ReſpeR, took it as ſuch an Aﬀront, 
that be fell on her, with both Hands and regs and 
| Tryiſed her to ſuch a Degree, that after lingering ſome 

ſhe died. | -© 


"When the Atbapuſcoro Indians took the above Dog 


t 


ribbed Indian Woman Priſoner, they according to the 
univerſal Cuſtom of thoſe Savages, furprized her and 
her Party in the Night, and killed every Soul in the 
Tent, except Herſelf and three other young Women. 
Among thoſe whom they killed, were her Father, 
heh, and Huſband, Her young Child, four or 

five 
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hive Months old, ſhe concealedWa Bundle of Cloath-/ 
ing, and took with her undiſcovered in the Night; 
but when flie arrived at the Place where the {thapuſ-" 
cow Indians had left their Wives, (which was not: far 
diſtant) they began to examine ber Bundle, and find- 


ing the Child, one of the Women took it from herr 


and killed it on the Spot. 
This laſt Piece of Barbarity gave her ſuch a Diſguſt 


to thoſe Drdrans, thetotwithſtanding the Man who 


took Care of her greated her in every Reſpect as his 
Wife, and was, ſhe faid, remarkably kind to, and even 
fond of her; ſo far was ſhe from being able to reconcile 
herſelf to any of the Tribe, that the rather choſe to ex- 
poſe herſelf to Mifery and Want, than live in Eaſe and 
Affluence among Perſons who had ſo cruelly murdered 
her Infant. The poor Woman's Relation of this ſhocking 
Story, which ſhe delivered in a very affecting Manner, 
only excited Laughter among the Sayages of my 
Party. | 
In a converſatton with this Woman Won afterward, 

the told us, that her Country lies ſo far to the weſt- 
ward, that ſhe had never ſeen Iron, or any other Kind 
of Metal, till ſne was taken Priſoner, All of her Tribe, 
ſhe obſerved, made their Hatchets and Ice-Chiſels, of 
Deer's Horns, and their Knives of Stones and Bones ; 
that their Arrows were ſhod with a Kind of Slate, 
Bones, and Deer's Horns; and the Inſtruments which 
they employed to make their Wood-Work were No- 


thing but Beavers' Teeth. Though Wey had fre- 


quently heard of the uſeful Materials which the 


Nations or Tribes to the Eaſt of them were ſupplied 
with 
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with from the Eugli d far were they from drawing 
nearer, to be in the Way of- trading for Iron-Work, 
&c. that they were obliged to retreat farther back, 
to avoid the Athapuſcow Indians, who made ſur- 
prifing Slaughter among them, both in Winter and 
Summer. . 
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